This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=VAUIAAAAMAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1&output=pdf







—
)

M43
1802












SECRET MEMOIRS

Court of Petersburg:

PARTICULARLY TOWARDS THE

END OF THE REIGN OF CATHARINE IL

AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF THAT OF
PAU L L

. FORMING
A DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNERS OF PETERS-
: BURG,
AT THE QLOSE OF THE EIGHTEENTN'CENTURY,

Al® conNTAINING

VARIOUS ANECDOTES,

COLLECTED DURING A RESIDENCE OF TEN YEARS IN THAT
CAPITAL.

with REMARKS ox

PNE EDUCATION OF THE GRAND DUKES, THE MANNERS
) OF THE LADIES,

- And the Religion of the 'Peoplg;'

e O W ———

. Pottanelphia,
PUBLISHED BY JOHN CONRAD £ Co. CHESNUT.STREET }
M. AND J. CONRAD, NO. 14'0, MARKET-STREET,

BALTIMORE;

AND RAPIN CONRAD and Co. WASHINGTON CITY.
/ 7Y 1802.




Ay

Massor, ¢ havles [raneols

=

.

Philbert



Advertisement.

T'HE Publiskers of the following Translation bave

been induced, by a sense of decency and propriety, to

suppress or soften a few anecdotes contained in . ¢

original, the grossness of which would undoubtedly

outrage the public and private feelings of Englifh-

men. In all other respects, the grand design, and

the true colouring and shade of this interesting pic-

ture of the Semiramis of the North bave been faith.
Jully preserved. The lovers of biography will, it is
hoped, now receive an ungualified gratification from

the perusal of the following sheets; in which, not
_only the portrait of the principal personage is drawn

by the band of a master, but the delineations of tbe

various characters connected with ber bistory il be
T
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Jound marked by a superior degree of knowledge and
accuracy. T'he writer was well acquainted with the
court, and was resident in the capital, and near the
person of the empress, during the last ten years of ber
reign. In this work are developed the frailties, pre-
judices, and passions, of @' woman whose public cha-
" racter cannot perbaps’ b6 100 much exalted : who, in
spite of ber faults as a woman, was, as an empress,
the arbitress of the fate of millions, the achieve-
ments of whose reign excited the astonishment of Eu-
rope, and whose mema;'y will claim the admiration,
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CHAP. L

THE KING OF SWEDEN’s VISIT TO PETERSBURG.

Anccdotes refpefting the marriage 'projeGted between him and the grand-
duchefs of Alexandiia---Portrait of the King, and of the young princefs-~—
Remarks en thie failure of this match---German princeffes fent for to Ruffia~--
Marriage of thegr.md-duku, account of their brides, and pomp of the court
at that period. .

THE peace of Varela having reconciled
Catharine and Guftavus, their conduct and atten-
tion towards each other formed a fingular coqguﬂ:
with the hatred, animofity, and inve&ives’ in
which they had fo profufely indulged during the
- war. The officers of the two nations were equal.
ly eager to difplay the efteem with which they
had mutually infpired each other; for, the Cossac-
kines of Denifof* excepted, this war was carried
on in a manner very different from what .was
ufual with the Ruffians: in the Swedes they found

* A Coflack gengral, who diftinguithed himfelf by his barbarity and ravages
in the war in Finland, It is the fame, or his nephew, who commands the corpy
of Don Coffacks marching: into Germany. He is an ignotant wam, buta whas
Yute foldier and determined gambler.
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enemies, whofe urbanity was equal to their valour;
and the well-educated Rufs, while he piques him-
felf on-the pofleffion of thefe qualities, efteems
them in others.

Count Stackelberg, fo famous for his embafly,
or rather his reign in Poland, was fent into Swe-
den; and Catharine, who could not live in peace
with her neighbours unlefs thcy were fubjeét to
her fway, or at leaft at her devotion, fought new
means of re-eftablifhing her intereft in that coun-
try, which the talents and firmnefs of Guftavus
had deftroyed. To marry one of the young grand-
duchefles to the prince.royal then became her fa- .
vourite projet; and it is even faid that this ma-

" trimonial alliance was'a fecret article in the treaty

of peace, This at leatft is certain, that the grand-
duchefs Alexandra was educated and trained up

to the expedlation of being one day queen of Swe-
den; while every perfon about her confirmed her
in’the idea, and entertained her with the charins
and’ early ripening accomplifhments of the young
Guftavus. Even the emprefs ‘herfelf ° frequently -
jefted with her on the fubjeét. One day fhe opened
a port-folio containing portraits of feveral unmar-
ried princes, and prefled her to point out which
of them fhe fhould like beft for a hufband. The
child, blufthing, chofe the portrait of him of
whom fhe had heard fo many fine things, and
who was already the lover of her rifi ing imagina-
tion. The good old lady, not conﬁderm’that
her grand-daughter could read, and., knews the
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prince of Sweden by his name at the bottom of
the picture, perfuaded herfelf that fympathy had
decided in his favour, and purfued her fcheme
with additional pleafure. -

It is equally certain, that feveral perfons about
the young Guftavus endeavoured to infpire his heart
with fimilar fentiments ; but I know not whether
the king his father, abfolute and defpotic as he was,
would have given his confent to the match, as faita-
ble\}t‘o the young lovers, as it would be the reverfe
to the two countries. Be this as it may, the violent
~ and fudden death of Guftavus fruftated the fchemes .
of Catharine, whofe defign had been not lefs than
to fend him at the head of his Swedes into France,
there to act the fame part as Guftavus Adolphus
and Charles XII. had done in Germany and Poland,
in the hope that he would there meet with a fimi-
lar fate ; while fhe prepared for that of regent over
the minority of an orphan king in Sweden, whom,
together with his kingdom, fhe would have taken
under her maternal care. :

But the duke of Sudermania, having feized the
reins of government during..the minority of his
nephew, difplayed fentiments djametrically oppo-
fite to the Ruffian fyftem. Lefs gallant than his
brother, he did not feel hxmfelf difpofed to facrlﬁce
his country to the ladies ; and failed not to repay,
with reciprocal fentiments, ‘the hatred which Ca-
tharine had conceived from him during the war,

when the nmfe of his cannon had reachédthe Anmot



4 Secrer MEMOIRS OF THE

receffes of the palace of the tzars. This naval war,
in which however he had little reafon to boaft of
- his fuccefs, had irritated him againft the Ruflians ;
-and he was not ignorant of the raillery and invec-
tive which' were liberally beftowed on him at the
court of Peterfburg, or that plays were even atted
at the Hermitage, in which he was held up as an
object of ridicule.

The vileft corruption, the bafeft and moft cow-
ardly intrigues, were employed againft him. Eu-
rope even faw, with freth horror, a woman, who

" pretended to be an image of God adored on the
throne, exciting revolt in a nation, buying traitors
and paying affaflins. To remove the regent, {ub-
ftitute a council of her creaturesin his ftead, and
harnefs Sweden to her chariot by the fide of Po-
land, were the objeéts at which fhe aimed, and
which fhe fought to attain by all the means that
could be devifed. Stackelberg, whofe wit and ur-
banity had charmed the king®, and who, to ufe his

# Of all the minifters employed by Catharine, count Stackelberg has the
snoft wit and the moft pride; and this he difplayed pasticularly in Poland. M.
won Thugut being fent to that country by the emperor, when he was to have his
sudience of Poniatofski, was intraduced into a faloon, where, feeing a man gravely

. feated, and furrounded by Polifh lords refpefully ftanding before him, he took
bim for the king, and began his complimentary fpeech. It was Stackelberg, who
was in no hurry to fet him right, Thygut, informed of his miftake, was vexed
and athamed. In the evening, being at cards with the king and Stackelberg, he
played a card, faying, ¢ the king of 'clubs.”” ¢ You are wrong,” faid the king
& it isthe knave.” The Aufirian ambaffador, pretending to have been miftaken,
anfwered, flapping his forchead, « Ab, fire, pardon me; this is the fecond time
& to-day I bave taken a knave for 2 king.” Stackelbesg, ready as he was at re-
partee, couldonly bitehis lips, Whea he returned from Sweden, his time was fpent
loitering in the antichambers of Zabof He was always one in Catharine’s little

partics, however, and was thus reduced to amufe, after having ferved her. His
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own words, found in that prince a true and worthy
knight of his immortal sovereign, dempanded to be
recalled.- His haughtinefs could not ftoop to att a
wpart of little confequence with the regent of a
young king, after having himfelf been fo long re
gent of an old king of Poland. '

M, Romanzof, brother of him who was fo well '
known’and efteemed in Germany, fucceeded him ;
but, notwithftanding his ingenuity, his inftruions
were too glaring and treacherous for him to acquire
fimilar refpect in Sweden.” The plots and intrigues
of which the regent complained, foon required his
recal. 'Who has not felt indignation at the impu.
dence with which Armfeldt was fet on, proteéted
and defended by Ruffia, in fpite of the obvious
proofs of his attempts, and the moft forcible claims?
At the very time when all the kings of Europe
feemed to make a common caufe to hunt on in con-
cert every man who was barely fufpected of rebel-
lion, a regent of Sweden in vain demanded, from

. court to court, 2 man who had confpired againft his
life and the government of his country, which he -
would have fold and delivered to a foreign power.

. From court to court his demands were evaded in

~ an infulting manner ; and Armfeldt gt length re-
tired to Ruffia to fet him at defiance, being allow-
ed to appear at court, receiving a penfion, and liv.

_ great humiliation no doubt was that of being pamed by Paul lord of the bed-
chamber in waiting to the very king of Polang who had frequently danced attend-_
ance in his anti-chamber at Warfaw., In"this malicious appointracet of Yor
emperor there was fomething ingenious and noble that does him honous.
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ing there even durmg the vifit of the king and the
regent.*

I fhall not trace this plot, which fo long en-
gaged the court of Swéden, through all its ramifi-
cations, or name all the agents who were ftill em-
ployed to carry it on ; but Catharine did not relin-
quifh her defign of ruling there, of aiing the part
of proteétrefs to the young king, and of exhibiting
the regent as a tyrant who abufed the minority of
his nephew, or a jacobin who mtended to imitate
the duke of Orleans. She even fent the king an
invitation to come and put himfelf under her pro-
tection, or at léaft to pay her a vifit ; and nothing
was left untried to get him to Peterfburg without
his uncle. Itisf{urprifing that the regent was not
driven to extremities. Among the papers of the
accomplices of Armfeldt were found feveral which
would have made Catharine appear defpicaple in
“the eyes of all Europe ; but he did not make them
public : was it from fear, weaknefs, or moderation ?

He was at the. point, however, of entcrinvg into
an alliance with France, which to him feemed the
moft effeGtual ftep towards fecuring the independ-
ence of Sweden againft the unbounded ambition of
a powerful neighbour ; concluding, that whatever
_ connections might be formed between Swedenand
Ruffia, excited by private paffions or temporary in-
terefts, would fiill prove injurious to the former,

* In 1763 he was at Carlfbad, wotn out with mﬁrmltx:s, and defpﬂ'cd by all
that knew kim. . -
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To firike at the root of Catharine’s hopes, the
regent took another ftep, which was ftill more fen-
fibly felt. Hedemanded in marriage for his young
pupil one of the princefles of Mecklenburg, who
was folemnly betrothed to him, and the match was
announced in form to all the courts of Europe.
Count Schverin, who had already been in Ruffia,
where his .perfon had gained him many friends
among the ladies, was difpatched to Peterfburg
with this commiffion ; but at Viborg he found
an order from the émprefs, which forbad him to’
make his appearance at court. This was certainly.
firange condu, and difplays rather the pique of an
irritated .woman than’ the referve of a fovereign.
What! becaufe the king of Sweden had efpoufed
another princefs inftead of her grand-daughter, the

refufed to receive the notification. conformable to
eftablithed cufiom! A forfaken miftrefs, who paid
no regard to decorum, and was deftitute of true
pride, could have done no more. The refpet the
owed herfelf, her fex, and above all her amiable
grand.-daughter, fhould at leaft have faved her from
the humiliation of publithing her chagrin. On
. this occafion fhe ceafed to act the part of the grear

" Catharine.* :

To account for this ftep, no lefs infulting than
indelicate, the directed her chargé des affaires, or
rather dintrigues, at Stockholm, to deliver to the
" ‘regent that note which has been read with aftonifh-

* The Ruffians have aggrandized even her name ; they fay, in theix \angoage,
YERATARING, which can only be tranflated ARCE-C AT HARINE.
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ment in fome of the public papers, were fhe not
only made the duke of Sudermania’s maintaining
the conneétion between Sweden and France a crime
of treason to ber imperial majesty, but even feems to
infinuate, that he was privy to the affaflination of
the king his brother, the avenging of which the
claims to herfelf, The vexation of Catharine, and
folly of her minifters, went ftill further. Every
'thing announced, that they were about to treat the
king of Sweden like Sganarelle*, by obliging him
at the cannon’s mouth to break his engagement to
the princefs of Mecklenburg, and marry the grand-
duchefs Alexandrat. The amiable qualities of this
princefs would have juftified a young king in fight.
ing to obtain her hand rather than to efcape it. A
reportwasalfo fpread, that the king was already ena- .
moured with her ; that his uncle had done ‘violence
to his inclinations ; and that he withed for nothing
more than to defer his marriagé with the princefs
of Mecklenburg till he became of age, that he
might then declare in favour of the other lady who
afpired to his hand.

There is no doubt, that feveral Swedes, gained
over by the promifes of Catharine, and by the hopes

# In L’ Apvour Medicin, of Molier.........T.

+ Some planks were laid at that time with great noife and preparation on
the ice of Neva, ftrong enough to bear caftles, to facilitate, as was faid, the
paffage of the artillery which was going to be fent into Finland. The miniftery
and generals talked publicly of the approaching warj a proof, that it wasalla
deceptiont but whether M. Steding were a dupe to it I do not pretend to fay,
Prince George Dolgoruky; a general too honeft and too little of a courtier tobe

employed by the favousites, was ven feot to the frontiers by way of fcarecrow,
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they had formed from the munificence of that of
tentatious princefs, endeavoured to infpire the
youg king with fuch refolutions, and to excite in
his heart the fame paffion, as had been raifed in
that of the amiable Alexandra. A regular corref-
pondence was even kept up between Schverin,
Steinbach, and fome perfons who had accefs to the
grand-duchefs ; and feveral of the letters were
fhewn to the emprefs through the medium of ma.
dame Budberg, chief governefs to the princeffes.

After fuch violent proceedings againft the re-
gent, who could expeét to fee him bénd, and fub-
mit? This, however, he did; at leaft he fuffered
himfelf to be either frightened or bribed*. M.
Budberg, who had juft made the tour of Germany
to find a wife for the grand-duke Confantine, hav-
ing brought with him the princefs of Cobourg and
her three daughters, was deemed capable of fur-
mounting the difficulties experienced in obtaining
a hufband for the young grand-duchefs. At firft
he repaired to Mecklenburg, to negociate a renun-
ciation ; and was then fent to Stockholm as an
ambaffador. Threats, promifes, and, money at

* A Genevefe by the nameof Chriftian, formerly the right hand and fecretary
to Calonne, being at Stockholm, introduced himfelf to the regent by means of
fable, which he compofed in his praife. As he bad been at Peterfburg, he talked
to him a great deal of Catharine, of the young princeffes, of the efteem in which
he was held at that court, and of the advantage of an alliance with Ruffia, by
marrying the king to the grand-duchefs. Being perfuaded from the duke’s
anfwers, that he was not very averfe to a reconciliation with Catharine, he fent
information of it to La Hufs, Markof’s miftrefs; and upon thefe grounds the
negociations which had been broken off were renewed. Chriftim returnéd to
Peterfburg, to reap the rewards of his addrefs; but the death of the empreks
deprived him of the recompenfe he clpc(ﬂ:ed.
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length prevailed; Catharine obtained the point
of the king’s marriage being deferred till he
fhould be of age; and the regent, willing, no
doubt, to fhew that his pupil was free in his choice
and in his condudt, at length confented to make a

. journey, whither he was fo kindly invited. The
affair of the marriage, which was the true motive
of this invitation, was touched but flightly, fenti-
mentally.~If, as they say, the two children love each
other already ; if, when they see each otber, they
sbould still prove mutually agreeable ; we will consi-
der of the means of rendering them happy. Such was
the languge of the emprefs. If fhe could get the
king to her court, Catharine thought fhe fhould
have the game in her own hands. Reckoning on
the charms of the princefs, and the kindnefles
which fhe herfelf thould lavith on the king, the re-
gent, and their fuite, fhe doubted not but the young
Guftavus, after having feen her whom he had ven-
tured to refufe for reafons of ftate, would give both
the kingdom and the glory of Charles X1I. to pof-
fefs fuch a bride.

On the 25th of Auguft, 1796, he arrived at Pe-
terfburg with his uncle and a numerous fuite, and
alighted at the houfe of M. Steding his ambaffador.
All the city was anxious to fee the young monarch.
The emprefs who was at her palace at Tauris*,

#* The emprefs had purchafed Tauris, the principal palace of Potemkin; and
in honour to the memory of this celebrated favourite whom fhe regretted, fhe gave
his furpame to this palace,”where fhe refided in the {pring and autumn. Itis at
Peterfburg, a fhort lcague (a mile and two thirds) from the winter palace, and

Jike it fituated on the banks of the Neva. It was in this {uperb edifice, that
Fotemkin, gave his fovereign that magnificent and {o much cclebrated entertain-
ment in 17¢1.
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came to that of the Hermitage to receive him,and
gave him entertainments. At their firft interview
fhe appeared enchanted, and almost in love with him
herself*, He would have kifled her hand ; but the
would not allow it, faying, ¢ No, I cannot forget
‘¢ that the count von Haga is a king.”—¢ If your
‘“ majefty,” anfwered he, ¢ will not give me per-
‘ miffion as emprefs, at leaft allow me as a lady, to
¢ to whom 1 owe fo much refpe& and admiration.”

. The interview with the young princefs was ftill
more interefting. Both were extremely embar-
raffed ; and the eyes of all the court being turned
towards them, their confufion increafed. No doubt
each found the other worthy of the fentiments with
which they had been mfplred from mfancy, and,
there is reafon to believe, that, if motives of ftate
on the part of the king of Sweden, or the whims
of the prefent emperor, prevent not the match
from being brought to a conclufion, the moft
charming of princefles will be likewife the moft

unhappy.

No one, however, has more claims to happinefs
ra Pavlovna. At fourteen fhe was
ad womanly ; her figure was noble
foftened by all the graces of “her fex
features were regular, and her com-

alabafter : innocence, candour and
: ped their divine impreflions on her
brow ‘and light flaxen hair, which feemed always

* Thefe were her very words.
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arranged by fairy hands, fell in ringlets on her well
turned neck, Her heart, her talents and her intel-
le&, were in unifon with her exterior appearance.
Mifs Williamof, her private governefs, had cultiva-
ted the moft noble and pureft fentiments in hexr
mind. Exquifite fenfibility, judgment, and under-
ftanding diftinguithed her infancy, and excited the
admiration of all who came near her. '

It wasdifficult to find, I will not fay a king, but
a young man, more interefting, better educated,
and of fo great promifes as the king of Sweden. He
was feventeen years of age, tall and finely fhaped,
with an air of noblenefs, intelligence and mildnefs:
yet there was fomething of grandeur and ftatelinefs
about him, notwithftanding his age ; and he had
all the graces of youth, without the awkwardnefs
that ufually attends it. His manners were fimple,
though courteous and polite. Whatever he faid
was fpoken with reflection. To ferious things he
paid an attention not expected from youth : he dif-
played knowledge, that announced a very careful
education ; and a certain gravity, that befpoke his
rank, never forfook him. All the pomp of the
Ruflian empire, which was feduloufly exhibited to
his view, feemed in nowife to dazzle him.? In that
brilliant and numerous court, he fo
more at eafe than the grand dukes th
knew not how to converfe with any pe
both court and city foon drew comparifons between
them very flattering to the young firanger. The
emprefs herfelf could not conceal the pain fhe felt
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at the difparity between him and the fecond of her
grand-children, whofe brutal and rude boyith tricks
offended her to fuch a degree, that fhe put him -
under arreft once or twice durmg the ﬁay of the
king of Sweden¥.

All the great men of the empire were eager to
participate in the joy of Catharine, who feleéted fuch
as fhould give entertainments to her young gueft,
and fixed the days. Counts Stroganof, Oftermann,
Befborodko, and Samoilof, diftinguifthed themfelves
by the fums they expended, and the magnificence
they difplayed. The courtiers fought to furpafs
each other in the richnefs of their drefs, and the
generals in the military fpe€tacles which they ex-
erted themfelves in exhibiting to the king. The
old general Meliflino particularlydiftinguithed him-
felf by the manceuvres and artificial fireworks ex-
ecuted and played off under his dire®ion. Gufta-
wvus was in a ftate of continual enchantment ; yet
he wifely employed his mornings in traverfing the
city on foot with the regent, and feeing every
thing that could be interefting or infiruive.
Everywhere he put fuch queftions, or gave fuch an-.

* On feveral occafions, when the king appeared in public with the grand-
dukes, f‘ci'gpén were fhocked, and the honeft Ruffians humbled, at the courtly
demganour, fogmer, contrafted with the ruftic behaviour of the latter. Ata
review o"thq'. of cadets of the artillery, where the young Guftavus appeared
attentive to evcry thing moft worthy of notice, converfing with the generals
around him, and with the grand-duke Alexander, who was appointed to do the
honours of the empire, the grand-duke Conftantine was running and bawling
behind the foldiers, imitating them In a burlefque manner, threatening them and
even beating them. It is certain that the king of Sweden left Peterfburyg as wely
acquainted with the city as thofe who were one day to reign there.
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fwers, as fhewed the underftanding he poflefled,
and the education he had received.

. The regent, who appeared to enjoy the honour
of his labour in the approbation beftowed on his
pupil, is a very little man. His manners are eafy
and polifhed ; he has an air of acutenefs and obfer-
vation; hiseyesare fparkling and full of fire ; eve-
ry thing he fays difplays the man of underftanding,
and excites reflection in thofe who hear him.

It may readily be fuppofed, that during this’
fucceflion of entertainments, the two lovers had
frequent opportunities of feeing each other, con-
verfing and dancing together ; they became fami-
liar, and appeared mutually enchanted. The aged
Catharine afflumed an appearance of youth, and
again indulged in thofes fcenes of joy and pleafure
which fhe had long fince renounced. The ap-
proaching marriage was no longer a fecret ; it was
the common topic of converfation. The emprefs
already fpoke to the young king and her grand-
daughter as betrothed lovers, and encouraged them
to mutual affetion. One day fhe made them give
the first kiss of love in her prefence; the firft, no
doubt, that the virgin lips of the young princefs
ever received : and which may have left a pleafing
and cherifhed impreflion, that will long render her

unhappy.

In the meantime fteps were taking to bring this
defired match to a conclufion. The only difficulty
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which prefented itfelf, was that of religion. Ca-
tharine had felt the pulfe of her court on this fub.
ject ; and even confulted the archbithop, to know,
whether her grand-daughter might abjure the or-
thodox faith. Inftead of anfwering in the way in
which fhe flattered herfelf he would have done,
he merely replied, ¢ your majefty is all pow-
erful.”  The chief patriarch of Ruffia, not find-
ing himfelf fupported by the opinions of his cler-
gy, whom he expefted would be more traétable,
was then defirous of appearing more Ruffian than
the Ruflians themfelves ; and, to flatter the
national pride, rather than from refpe& to the
Greek church, refolved to make a queen of Sweden
of the Greek religion. In proportion as this ap-
peared new and humiliating to the Swedifh nation
in the eyes of the patriarch, the more flattering was
it to his vanity, and that of his minifters ; befides
the popes, chaplains, and others, whom it would
place about the young queen, would be trufty per-
fons, and well calculated to keep the princef$ in the
interefts of Ruflia. The king was enamoured, daz.-
zled ; the regent appeared to be completely gain-
ed ; could it then be fuppofed that they would re..
je& this arrangement, after fuch decifive fteps had
been taken ? In the private converfations that had
pafled, this delicate fubject had been but flightly
touched upon ; it was fcarcely expeéted that Ca.
tharine would have any fcruples; and the king
had hinted, that, from refpeét to the Rufflian nation
and the prejudices of the people, the princefs thould
* not be obliged to abjure the Greek religion in
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form, The emprefs, perfuaded that there was no
room for retreat, left to her favourite minifters
Zubof and Markof the care of drawing up the con-
tra@ conformably. to her views. On the other
hand, the Swedith ambaflfador demanded the prin-
cefs in marriage, at an audience which was given
“him - for the purpofe of making the demand in
form ; and the day and hour on which the parties
‘Were to be publicly betrothed, were fixed.

This day, which was the 21t of September, ex-
pofed. the happy and imperious Catharine to the
greateft chagrin and humiliation fhe had ever ex-
perienced. The whole court received orders to
affemble in full drefs in the apartment of the
throne. The young princefs, habited as a bride,
and attended by her fifters, the grand-dukes and
their wives, and all the ladies and gentlemen, with
the grand-duke, father to the princefs, and the
grand-duchefs who came from Gatthina to be pre-
fent at the ceremony of betrothing their daugh-
ter, were affembled by feven o’clock in the even-
ing. The emprefs herfelf arrived in all imaginable
pomp. No one was wanting but the young bride-
groom, whofe tardinefs at firft excited aftonifh-
ment. The repeated going out and coming in of
Zubof, and the impatience which the emprefs ex-
hibited, foon excited the curiofity and whifperings
of the ladies. ¢ What is the matter ? Is the king
«¢ taken ill? He is not very gallant, however.—
« How could he dare thus to make the fovereign
‘¢ wait, in the apartment of her very throne, and
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«¢ with all her court affembled!” The king, how-
ever, expeéted like the {poufe of the eleven thoufand
virgins, did not appear.

The following was the occafion of this firange
delay. The king was to have been at court at fe-
ven in the evening. At fix the minifter Markof
brought him the contraét and the articles of alliance
which he had juft drawn up with Zubof. Gufta.
vus having read them over, appeared greatly afton.
ithed on finding they contained articles on which
he had not agreed with the emprefs ; and afked,
whether it were from her that they were brought
to him to fign*?

Markof anfwering in the affirmative, the king
replied, that he could not poffibly comply. He
obferved that he would lay no reftraint on the con-
fcience of the princefs ; that fhe might profefs her
own religion in private, but he could not allow
her either chapel or priefts in the palace: on the
contrary, in public, and in all outward ceremonies,
the muft profefs the religion of the country. The
reader may conceive the furprize and embarraff-
ment of Markof; he was obliged to take up his
papers, and return to Zubof, to inform him that
the king refufed his fignature. He foon after re-
turned in the greateft agitation, to fay, that the
emprefs was already in the apartment of the throne,

* Thefe articles were, that the princefs thould have her private chapel and

elergy in the royal palace, befides certain engagements into which he Swed®
were te enter againft Frauce, which have been kept very fecrety
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" furrounded by all her-court ; that it was no longer
poflible to fpeak to- her ; that fhe waited for the
king ; and that he flattered himfelf he would not
bring the affair to an open rupture, which would
be an unheard-of infult to his foveretgn, and to
the whole empire. ' Befborodko, and feveral others
arrived in fucceffion, exhorting, urging, praying
the king to yield. . All the Swedes who were called
in inclined thé fame way. The regent contented
himfelf with faying, that it depended on the king ;
drew him afide, and took a turn round the room
with him, appearing himfelf to prefs him, while
fpeaking to him in a low voice. The king an-
fwered aloud, ¢ No, no, I will not; I cannot; I
¢ will never fign them!” He withftood all the
remonftrances, all the importunities of the Ruflian
minifters ; and at length, vexed at the pertinacity
with which they befet him, he retired to his cham-
ber, and faftened the door, after giving again a
clear and peremptory refufal to fign any thing in-
confiftent with the laws of his eountry. The Ruf-
fian minifters remained ftupified at the audacity of
a boy, who dared thus refift their fovereign, and
concerted how to break the catafirophe to her.

If the firmnefs which the young Guftavus dif-
played on this occafion were bis own ; if the foli-
citations which his counfellors appeared to.make,
were not feigned, he has given his nation a proof
of the greateft character, which cannot be too
highly admired in a young prince of feventeen,
whom, it might be expetted love alone would have

been fufficient to fubdue. 1tis to e prelummed
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however, for the honour of the regent, that the
entreaties which he appeared to ufe with his ne-
phew were infincere ; and that he wifhed only to
charge the obftinacy of the king with a refiftance
which would' probably have .drawn upon himfelf
the immediate vengeance of Catharine. Moft of
the Swedes who attended Guftavus were aétually
bribed or feduced ; being young courtiers, their
expetations were highly raifed on' the wedding
gifts, and they were much mortified at the difap-
pointment. Steding, the-ambaflador, had a diffi-
cult part to act ; but ‘M. Flemming publicly de-
clared his fentiments, by faying, that he would ne-
ver advife the king to aét contrary to the laws of
his realm. '

Thefe debates between the minifters of the em-
prefs and the king continued till near ten o’clock.
Catharine and her court were ftill waiting ; but at
Iaft it was neceflary to inform her, that the affair
was broken off. _She rofe, attempted to fpeak, but
her tongue faltered ; was like to faint; and even
had a flight fit, the precurfor of that which carried
her off a few weeks after. The emprefs withdrew,
and the court was difmiffed, under pretence of a
fudden indifpofition of the king. Some were of-
fended at the audacity of a petty king of Sweden ;
others blamed the imprudence of the wife Catha.
rine, who had fo lightly expofed herfelf to fuch a
fcene ; but the prefumption of Zubof and Markof,
who had pretended to impofe on the Swedes by
their cunning, and who had thought of _procuring
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2 matrimonial contradt to be figned without being
read, was particularly cenfured.

The moft interefting victim was the amiable
Alexandra. She had fcarcely firength to enter her
apartment ; and there, no longer able to reftrain
her tears, fhe gave herfelf up, before her gover-
nefles and maids of honour, to a grief that affec-
ted all about her, and rendered her truly ill. The
next day but one after this unexpected affair, was
the birth-day of the grand-duchefs Anne Feodo-
rovna*: the etiquette of the court prefcribed a
ball, but no perfon would dance. The king went
to it, however, and the emprefs alfo made her ap-
pearance for a moment, but did not fpeak to him.
Zubof did not even cd*ceal his anger againft
the young monarch. Embarraffment was vifible
on every countenance. Alexandra, being ill, was
not prefent. The king danced with the other
princefles, converfed a moment with the grand-
duke Alexander, and retired early, faluting every
perfon with ftill more politenefs than ufual, This
was the laft time of his appearance-at court.

Thefe public days of pomp and feftivity were
fuddenly changed into thofe of retirement and
irkfomenefs. Never were any fo melancholy and
unpleafant, fpent by a king at a foreign court.
Every perfon was ill, or pretended to be fo. The
intereft that Alexandra had infpired, and Guftavus

* The wife of the grand-duke Conftantine, daughter of the princs of Saxe
Cobourg. )
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merited, foftened every heart in their favour.
She was pitied, as the victim of vanity and folly:
he, for being obliged to make a facrifice that muft
have coft him fo dear*. Execrations were openly
befowed on Zubof and Markof. The conduct
of the emprefs, who gave herfelf up to the moft
dreadful chagrin, appeared inexplicable. It is
faid, that her humbled favourites took the liberty
of hinting to her to ufe force with the young
prince, who was in her power. She went and
fhut herfelf up a whole day, almoft alone, in her
palace .of Tauris, under pretence of celebrating
the foundation of her chapel, but in fa& to con.
ceal from the eyes of her court the trouble that
afflicted her, and to confult with her clergy and
favourites on the embarraffing fituation in which
the fancied herfelf placed.

Endeavours were made to bring the affair a
little in train again. The king faw her ftill in
private, and the minifters held feveral conferences.
Guftavus at length eluded the bufinefs, by declar-
ing,that as he could not grant what the emprefs de.
fired according to the laws of Sweden, he would
refer the matter to the different eftates that would
be aflembled at his coming of age; and if the
eftates confented to have a queen of the Greek re-
ligion, he would then fend for the princefs. It

® He has fince mamried the young princels Frederica of Baden, fifter of the
grand-duchefs Elizabeth, Notwithftanding the charms of his young bride, it is
fuppofed that he is not happy with her; and it is to be feared that Alexands, wen
4t is faid, is to be married to an arch-duke of Aufiria, will net ve moke ta.
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was rather inconfiftent with Ruffian. politics to

hear a king hold fuch language ; and it is faid that

an attempt was made, but in vain, to excite him
to fet the eftates at defiance, .offering him the forces

neceflary to punith them if the thould revolr. . The

king, however, would affent to no other terms.

Such was the refult of the journey, upon which
the public papers fcarcely. ventured to comment,
The king quitted Peterfburg the very day on
which the anniverfary of -the -birth of the grand-
duke Paul* was celebrated; one week after -the
breach:; leaving the emprefs replete with ill-hu-
mour 4dnd refentment ;. and in.the heart of the
young princefs an equal degree of grief and love,
which were clearly perceptible by a lingering dif-
eafe that fucceeded, and in the general regret and
efteem of the public. Notwithftanding this un-
forefeen catafirophe, in order to prevent any re-
marks, prefents were made on both fides; and the
Ruflians were fo much the more: furprifed. at the
fplendor and tafte difplayed in thofe of the king of
Sweden, as they had affeted always to fpeak of
him by the epithet of tbe poor liztle boy.

If little has been faid of the grand-duke Paul
on this occafion, it is becaufe he had no more to do
in what concerned his children than in the affairs
of ftate. He was at his feat of Gatfthina, and was
feen at Peteriburgh only once or twice durmg the

* The prefent emperor: is the 20th of September, old fiile, or the 1ft of
O&ober, new lile, .
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time of the king’s ftay, which was about fix weeks.
The grand-duchefs; his wife, on the contrary, made
that tirefome and fatiguing jourmey three or four
times a week, to be prefent at the entertainments
given, and maintain, in appearance at leaft, the
rights and duties of a mother. .- This worthy prin-
cefs faid, ¢ If all my daughters coft me fo rauch
«¢ pains to provide them hufbands, I fhall fie on
¢¢ the road.” Once, for form’s fake, the king was
at Gatfhina and at Pavloffky.. Paul and the regent
feemed by no means congenial to each other ; and
on this occafion he appeared to be of his mother’s
opinion, and even to furpafs herin his fcruples and
devotion to the orthodox Greek faith. It is not
improbable, however, but the whims of Paul may
throw as many obftacles in the way of his. daugh-
ter’s happinefs, as the vanity of Catharine, and the
unfklifulnefs of her minifters*: the drefs- of the
Swedes, their fhort coats, cloaks, ribands, -and
round hats, are all of them his utter averfions
The forced failure of this marriage has truly
overwhelmed with ridicule the Ruffian minifters ;
and it muft have been very humiliating to the old
emprefs to have fuffered fuch wretched means to

* Some time after his acceffion to the throne, Paul, going into the apartment
of his daughters, began to juke with one of their maids of honour on the fubjeét
of her approaching marriage. ¢ Asto my daughter Alexandra,” added he, ¢ fhe
$¢ cannot be married, for her lover has not yet learned to write.”” The fa& was,
he had juft reccived a letter from the king of Sweden, whofe fecretary had
omitted in the addrefs fome of the emperor’s titles; among others, the perfeétly
new onc of the duke of Courland, &c. That noone in future might be guilty of
this negle@, Paul iflued a particuiar ukafe, in which he prefribed at full length
the manncr in which he chofe to be named ; and, as if the vat Ruffian empite
ftood in need of Spanifh amplifications to make jt appear great and powestul, e
took the titles of all the ancient principalitics : thofe by which it1a s palwme
to be addrefld even in a petition, are fufficient to fill a good pags.
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have been employed. Does it not appear much
beneath the Ruffian empire to fhew itfelf fo embar-
ralled about the fettlement of its amiable prin.
cefles, and to play off fo many great and little
tricks to provide them hufbands? It is true, that
the unbounded ambition of Catharine feems to
have-exerted itfelf to render their marriage diffi-
cult ;',like mademoifelle Montpenfier formerly, the
has killed their hufbands with cannon balls. A
king of Poland, a duke of Courland, or even a
hofpod:r of Moldavia ; fuch were the hufbands fhe
might kave left them.

Let the deftiny referved for the grand-duchefles
however, be what it may, they will undoubtedly
be happier than the German princefles married in’
Ruffia, moft of whom have experienced the moft
wretched fate. The fearful lot of Sophia of Brunf-
wick, the wife of the miferable tzarovich Alexis, is
well known. That of the regent Anne, the un-
fortunate mother of Ivan III, was ftill more me-
lancholy. Even the great Catharine herfelf, I
hope, will not be urged as an exception ; though

" furrounded with all the fplendor of her court, yet
the untimely death of her hufband fecretly preyed
on her mind. The only exception that can be
made to this feries of unfortunate brides, is Eliza-
beth of Baden-Dourlach, whofe charaéter, and par-
ticularly that of her hufband, the grand-duke A-
lexander, feem to promife her a more happy life*.

#® Even this exception feems now to have ceafed ; as, in confequence of the

King of Sweden’s intermarriage with her fifter, a reftraint, if not a total prohibi~
Gon, Is put upon her correfpondence with her family.
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> Young and affeting vi®tims, whom Germany
feems to fend by way of tribute to Ruffia, how
often do you bedew in fecret with your tears the
gilded apartments in which you dwell! How often
are your thoughts caft with regret on the loved
abodes where you fpent your infant years! Would
not thofe you might have paffed in the arms of a
hufband in your own country, in a climate favour-
ed by heaven, amid a people more polithed and
more happy, at a court lefs pompous and lefs cor-
rupt, have been far preferable ? Thofe chains you
wear are but the more heavy for being of gold ;
the pomp that furrounds you, the riches with which
you are decked, are not yours, for you enjoy them
not. If love embellith not by his illufions the
abode of wearifomenefs and conftraint in which
you dwell, it will foon become to you a gloomy
prifon. Your lot unqueftionably merits the com-
paflion of thofe who envy it,

What may not be faid of the want of pride in
thofe German princes who fend their daughters to
Ruffia, to'undergo the almoft equal hazard of being
chofen or rejefted ? She that is approved is unhap-
PY, and they who are fent back are infulted ; for
the dowry given them, and the riband with which
they are decorated, are but proofs that they have
been offered, examined, and rejeéted. - The mo-
ther of thefe princefles ufually accompanies her
daughters in this diftant journey, thus to difpofe
. of one of them by expofing them all to a degrad-
ing choice. The times are certainly much doeng-

E
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. ed. 'When the tyrant Ivan Bafiliovitch (Bafilides)
defirous of forming an alliance with one of the
princes of Europe, fent to Auguftus Sigifmond,
king of Poland, to demand his fifter in marriage,
bis ambaflador was difmiffed with a grey mare
drefled like a woman. This piece of raillery was
worthy of the age, and, no doubt, of the idea then
entertained of a wveliki-kniaz, or grand-prinee of
Ruflia. Now, at the firft beck of a Ruffian auto-
crate, the German princes haften to fend their ami-
able daughters, with their mothers, that the ve/iki-
kniaz may choofe fuch a they like, and fend back
the reft covered with confufion, which neither their
ribands, nor jewels, nor rubles, can conceal. How,
let me repeat, can the princes of Germany fubmit
to this daftardly tribute, pay fo little refpe& to de-
corum, and fo wound the delicacy of their children !

Of all the viims thus led into Ruffia®, the
two young princefles of Baden-Dourlach appeared
the handfomeft and moft intereffing. Their mo-
ther, by birth princefs of Darmftadt, had already
been fent thither in her youth with her fifters,
one of whom became Paul’s wife. This prin-
cefs, an amiable woman, and worthy mother
of a charming family, would not appear again

* Catharine has feat for eleven German princeffes to provide wives for her
fons o grandfons: three princeffes of Darmftadt, brought by their mother; three
princefles of Wurtemburg, but thefe came no farther than Pruffis, Frederic the
Un1qy infifting that the grand-duke fhould be gallant enough to meet them halt
way ; two princeffes of Baden ; three princeffes of Cobourg, conduéted alfo by
their mother. Tbe young king of Sweaen has made three journies out of his
kingdom to choofe himfelf a wife, while three princefles have been fent from the
farther part of Germany for a junior grand-duke of Ruffia
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with her daughters on a ftage on which fhe herfelf
had been.expofed, but intrufted them to the care of
the countefs Schuvalof, widow of the author of
the eplﬁle to Ninon, who was charged with the
negociation, together with one Strekalof, whofe
conduét might -be affimilated to that of a Coffack
to.Georgia to carry off’ maidens for the feraglio of
the fultan. '

Thefe prmceﬂés, after a long and tedious j Jout-
ney, arrived at night, towards the end of autumn
1792, and in terrible weather, which {feemed mate-
rially to affe@ them. They were made to alight
at the palace in which Potemkin had refided, where
they were received by the emprefs, accompanied
by Mifs Branicka, her favourite. At firft the
young princeffes took the latter for the emprefs ;
but the countefs Schuvalof having undeceived
them, they threw themfelves at the emprefs’s feet,
and with tears kiffed her robe and her hand, till
fhe raifed them up and embraced them; they were
then left to fup in full liberty.

The next day Catharine came to fee them,
while they were yet at their toilette, and prefented

them the riband of the order St. Catharine, jewels, -

and ftuffs. She alfo examied their wardrobe, and
on feeing it, faid, “ My young friends, when I
«¢ arrived in Ruffia I was not fo rich as you*.”

¥ Catharine often faid, toward the end of her life, ¢ I amrivedin Ruffia poor,
4 but I will not dic in deht to the erpire, for I thall leave her the Crme.uﬂ.
¢ Poland as my portion,”
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The young grand-dukes were introduced to
them the fame day. The eldeft ‘who already fuf-
pected the motive of their arrival, had a penfive
and embarraffed air, and faid nothing. Catharine
told them, that knowing the mother of thefe prin.
cefles, and their countfy being taken by the
French¥, fhe had fent for them to have them edu- .
cated at her court. On their return from the pa.
lace, the two young princes talked much of the
young ftrangers, and Alexander faid, that he
thought the eldeft very prettyt. ¢ O, not in-the
¢ leaft,”’ cried the younger, ¢ neither of them ;-
¢ they muft be fent to Riga to thé princes of Cour-
¢t Jand ; they are only fit for them.}”

What Alexander had faid, however, was re-
ported to his grandmother, who was delighted to
find that the lady fhe defigned for him, and with
whom fhe herfelf feemed enchanted, appeared
handfome in his eyes. Catharine pretended that
fhe refembled Louifa of Baden when fhe arrived in
Ruffia. She ordered the picture taken of her at
that time to be brought, that fhe might compare
it with the princefs ; and as may be fuppofed, every

¥ It was.at the time of Cuftine’s expedition into Germany.

4 She was in reality charming: the grand-duchefs Alexandra is the only
beauty in the court of Ruffia that can be compared with her. Her fifter was but
a child, being only thirteen, but the had fomething ftill more firiking and fprightly.

1 Thele princes were educated there at that time, as being one day to fuc-
ceed their uncle in the throne. The elder was intended for the fecond grand-
ducheis Helena-Pavlovna. But the feene is much changed with them they are
now fubalterns in the army, and the elder has even beéen banithed to 8 gaifon

of invalides.
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ene_prefent declared that two drops of water could
not be more alike, From that moment the became
fingularly attached to Louifa, redoubled her ten-
dernefs towards Alexander, and engaged with
more pleafure in the {cheme of leaving the throne
to'them as her immediate fucceflcrs.

¥he young firangers made their firft appear-
ance at court on the day when the deputies of Po-
land were admitted to thank Catharine for the ho-
nour the had done the republic by keeping three
fourths of it for herfelf*. The princefles were
much dazzled with the magnificence that furround.
ed them, as others were with their opening charms;
but the elder met with an accident, which led the
- fuperftitious Ruffians to fay that fhe would be un»
fortunate in their country. As fhe approached
the throne of Catharine, fhe firuck her foot againft
the corner of one of the fteps, and fell flat on the
ground before the throne. May the fad prefage
never be realifed !

While the young fifter fpent her days forrow-
fully in tears for her abfence from her country and

% At this period, part of the kingdom or republic was left to Poland. The
deputies, however, were received only as thofe of a fubje& province ; they ftood
uncovered, the emprefs fitting; and fhe faluted them only by a flight motion of
the head, after they had proftrated themfclves before her. Count Branicki, hufband
of the emprefles’ favourite, was the orator of this humiliating embafly, which
would deliver its harangue, however, in the Polith language. The following
fentences of his fpeech are remarkable: ¢ The great Catharine has deigned to
 fpeak a word, and give the fignal ; and defpotifm, ready to feize on the throne
¢ of Poland, fell like an idoL” This worD of Catharine was a pamphlet com-
pofed by Aleefti, in which all the nobles of Poland were termed jacobins, and the |
king feditious ; this sioNAL was the fending of two armies into the country, and
the 1DoL oF DAsPOTISM Was the conftitution of the 33 of May \
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relations, which all the pomp of the court could
. not obliterate from her mind, and was at length

fent away loaded with prefents, which afforded her

lefs pleafure than the expeation of foon behold-

ing again the banks of the Rhine*, the princefs.
Louifa appeared to fmile on the deftiny that awaited

her. An unknown comforter had entered her .
heart, and dried her tears. The fight of the young .
prince, who was to be “her hufband, and who
equalled herfelf in beauty of perfon and gentle-
nefs of mind, had infpired her with love. She fub-

mitted gracefully to everything required of her,

learned the Ruflian language, was inftru@ed in

the Greek religion, and was foon in a capacity of -
making public grofeflion of her new faith, and re-
ceiving on her arms and bare delicate feet the
un&ions adminiftered by a bifhop, who proclaimed
her grand-duchefs under the name of Elizabeth
Alexievna. Catharine chofe rather to give her

% Befides feveral diamonds which fhe reccived, a penfion was given her,

which was to be exchanged for a marriage portion. As fhe is become Queen of
Sweden, I know not whether the has received her Ruffian dower. Among the

prefents made her was a riband of the order of St. Andrew for her father : this
was the firft order in Ruffia, and Catharine did not even know the number of its

knights ; as it appeared that the prince of Baden was one of them already. The
emprefs, however, would not allow the riband to be fent back, but permitted the
prince to beftow it on his fon, then a child. It frequently happened that officers
were prefented with the infignia of orders, which had been given to them before :
enc of thefe, having folicited fome other recompence in vain, wore his two fimilar
croffes at once. Catharine, it muft be added, fo magnificent on fome occafions,

difplayed a ridiculous parfimony in beflowing on the governefs of the princeffes
of Baden, who had educated them, and condu&ed them into Ruffia, a paltry
penfion of two hundred rubles (ool) at which even the court of Carlfruhe was
indignant. Similar a&s of meannefs frequently difgraced the liberalities of Ca-
tharine. She never gave willingly, except to thofe who had already too much 3
fhe liked better to gratify than to recompenfe. Towards the end of her life the
grew niggardly, in particulat towards the imperial family, who were fometimes
£a waat of necéflaries) while the favourite gnd his creature wallowed in profufion.
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own furname than leave her that of her father, as
is cuftomary?®.

In the month of May following, the ceremony
of betrothing was performed with all extraordinary
pomp and entertainments. Ruffia had juft finithed
three wars, almoft equally triumphant. A multi-
tude’of generals and other officers, covered with
the laurels they had gathered in battle, added to
~ the number of the court. A great many Swedes,
admirers of Catharine ; almoft all the Polith no-
bles who had fubmitted or were devoted to her;
Tartarian khans; envoys from Great Bukharia;
Turkifh bathaws; Greek and Moldavian deputies;
fophis of Perfia ; with French emigrants, demand-
ing.at once protection and vengeancet ; increafed
at this jun&ture the crowd of courtiers attending
the proud autocratrix of the north. No courtever
exhibited fuch a brilliant and variegated fpetacle.
Thefe were the laft refplendent days that Catharine
enjoyed. She dined on a throne raifed in the

* The patronymic nimes of the Ruffians have fomething ancient and refpect-
able. A Ruffian might call the emprefs, even when fpeaking to her, Ekaterina
Alexievna, Catharine daughter of Alexius. The princefs of Baden, therefore,
fhould have called herfelf Elizabetha Carlovna, as fhe was the daughter of prince
Charles. The Greeks had the fame cuftom ; and we, happily tranflating the Ruf-~
fian terminations by the Greek, might {ay Ivan Bafilides, Alexander Nicolaides,

&c. as we fay Alcides, Seleucides, Heraclides.
»

+ One day the young Richelicu, a Perfian envoy, fome deputies of the Cal-
mucks, and an old Ruflia madman, whom Catharine created aknight, at the re=
commendation of N, Soltikof, for having prayed for her, were prefented to the
emprefs at the fame time. Richelieu kiffed her hand with all the eafe of a
Frenchman ; the Petfian, with the ceremonies of the eaft; the Calmucks,throw-
ing themfelves on the ground; and the old Ruffian, knecling down, and rafng
his eyes to heaven.
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midft of different tables. Crowned and covered
with gold and diamonds, her eye carelefsly wan-
dering over the immenfe aflembly, compofed of
perfons of all nations, whom fhe feemed to behold
at her feet. Surrounded by her numerous and
brilliant family, a poet would have taken her for
Juno feated amidft the gods*.

The arrival of the princefs of Saxe-Cobourg
with her three daughters, one of whom became
the wife of the grand-duke Conftantine, was lefs
firiking. The Ruffians even indulged in witty
remarks on thefe princefles, and on the antiquity
and bad tafte of their drefs. They were not pre-
fented till their wardrobe had been renewed. Con.
ftantine did not like either of them; he faid they
had a German air ; fo Ruflian was his tafte. It
was neceflary to inflame his imagination to induce
him to make a choice; and this fell on the young-

* This in fa& took place, particularly in the following firophe of the epi-
thalamium :
Ni lareine de Thébe au milieu de fes filles,
_ Ni Louis de fes fils affemblant les familles,
Ne formeérent jamais un cercle fi pompeux.
. Troig générations vont fleurir devant elle,
Et c’cft elle tujours qui charmera nos yeux;
Fiere, d’étre leur mére, & non d’étre immortelle,
\ Telle eft Junon parmi les dicux,

The Theban queen amid her daughters fair,
The fons of Lewis, an illuftrious race,
Ne’er form®d a circle proudly born to grace

The wond’ring world with majefty fo rare!

Three gloricus fprings fhall deck the reverend tree,
‘Whofe flem immortal parentage fhall cLim,
And #till the peerlefs origin fhall be
Like Juao, firft in fplendor asin fame.
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oft, a little brunette, who difplayed marks of wit,
which excited intereft in her behalf in the bofom of
Conftantine, of whofe charaéter we fhall have oc-
cafion to {peak hereafter.

4
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Particulars of the fickne(s and death of C.‘a‘zharine---!ler portrait—aHer chara&ter
-~~Obfervations on her court, courtiers, and minifters---Influence of the French
revolution on her mind----Queftion examined, how far the was the patron of
letters-~ Her literary works---Manners and monuments of her reign.

THE‘ vifit of the king of Sweden to Peterf-
burg, the entertainments to which it gave rife, and
the mortifying circumftances in which it termi-
nated, haftened, no doubt, the death of Catharine.
For fix weeks the had given herfelf up to a round
of amufements, and fubjeéted herfelf to continual
fatigue ; for to her, the going up and down the
ftairs of the palace, the bufinefs of drefling, and
appearing in public, had long been a wearifome
tafk ; and the more fo, as the was ftill defirous of
looking young and healthful, and was always
averfe to the ufe of her fedan. Aware of the firft
of thefe difficulties, feveral of her courtiers, upon
occafion of the balls and entertainments that were
given by them in honour of the king, contrived for
her eafe that the ftairs of their houfes fhould form
a gentler afcent, which was richly carpeted. A
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gallantry of this' kind coft Befborodko ne-lefs a
fum than three thoufand rubles (300l.) which he
expended to render his houfe commodious for her
reception. B

Towards the clofe of her life, Catharine had fo
increafed in fize, as to be an objeét almoft of de-
formity. Her legs, which were always {wollen
and often ulcerated, had entirely loft their fhape,
‘and the could no longer boaft that handfome foot
which had formerly been fo much adniired. The
noted pirate’ Lambro Canziano, whom admiral
Ribas, through the favour of Zubof, had introduced
to the emprefs, and who acted in quality of buffoon,
after having previoufly ferved her as corfair in the
Archipelago, was defirous alfo of prefcribing as her
phyfician. He accordingly perfuaded her that he
had an infallible remedy for her legs ; and he him-
felf was even at the pains of fetching water from
the fea for the purpofe of a cold bath, to be ufed
once a day.for her feet. Theapplication fucceeded
at firft, and fhe joined with Lambro in ridiculing
her phyficians ; but the fwellings foon returned,
and from late hours and fatigue her diforder greatly
increafed. When the king’s refufal was announced
to' her, and the was obliged to difmifs her court,
after having fummoned it to celebrate the betroth-
ing of her grand-daughter, fhe experienced a flight
. ftroke of apoplexy. From the conftraint which
for feveral days after fhe impofed on herfelf; that
fhe might appear with her accuftomed ferenity, and
betray no-fymptom of the vexation fhe felk ak toe
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refrattorinefs of the little king*, the blood and hu.
mours erowded ftill more to the head ; her face,
which was before highly inflamed, became at this
period additionally red and livid, and her indifpo-
fition returned with greater frequency.

I thould not perhaps have mentioned here the
figns and tokens of her death ; but as miracles are
ftill in fathion in Ruffia, it may not be amifs to ob-
ferve, that on the evening of her vifit with the king
at the houfe of Samoilof, a bright ftar fhot from
the fky over her head, and fell into the Neva ; and
for the honour of truth and funeral tokens, I muft
add, that this fa&t was the common talk of the
whole city. Some would have it, that this beau-
tiful ftar was a prognoftic of the young queen’s
journey into Sweden; while others, remarking
that it made its defcent near the fpot where the
_citadel and tombs of the fovereigns were fituated,
tremblingly whilpered that it was the harbmger
of the approaching diffolution of the emprefs. I
fay, tremblingly whispered ; for in Ruffia death and
the emprefs were words that could not be coupled
together without danger of punithment.

But waving this, it is certain, that on the 4th.
of November 1796, Catharine, having what was
called her little bermitage (fmall party), difplayed

# This was an epithet which fhe gave him in derifion. The young prince
‘wras ambitious from his infancy of the title of grown man, which he ftrove by his
mikions to merit. Walking one day in g park, two women cried, ¢ Let us ran to
% the path-way to fee our little king ”* Guftavus, hearing them, replied, fome-
. #what pigued : ¢ Littic king ! peay, ladies, have you then 3 greater one 2
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an uncommon fhare of fpirits. By a veflel from
Lubeck, fhe had received news of the French under
Moreau having been obliged to repafs the Rhine,
and fhe wrote, upon this occafion, to the Auftrian
minifter Cobenzel a very humorous note¥. She
amufed herfelf greatly with Leof Narifhkin, her
grand ecuyer and firft buffoon, trafficking with
him for all forts of bawbles, which heufually car-
ried-in his pockets to fell to her, like an itinerant
pedlar, whofe charaéter he attempted to perfonate.
She rallied him with great pleafantry upon the ter-
rors to which he was fubje® upon hearing of any
obituary intelligence, by informing him of the
death of the king of Sardinia, which the had alfo
juft learned ; and fhe fpoke of this event in a.free
and jocular manner. She retired, however, fome-
what earlier than ufual, afligning as a reafon, that.
too much laughing had given her flight fymptoms
of colic. . .

The next morning fhe rofe at her accuftomed
. hour, and fending for her favourite, gave him a
thort audience. She afterwards tranfaéted bufinefs
with her fecretaries, but difmiffed the laft that came,
bidding him wait in the antichamber, and fhe would
- prefently call for him to finith what he was about.
The valet, Zachary Conftantinowitz, waited for a
while ; but, uneafy at not being called, and hear-
ing no noife in the apartment, he at laft opened

* The note, which was in everybody’s hands, was this: ¢ I haften toinform
¢ your excellent excellence, that the excellent troops of the excellent coutt haxe
¢ given the French an excellent drubbing.”’
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the door, when he faw, to his furprife-and: terror,
the emprefs proftrate on the floor between the two
doors leading from the alcove to her water-clofet.
She was already without fenfe or motion. The va-
Jet ran for the favourite, whofe -apartment was
above ; phyficians were fent for ; and confterna-
tion and tumult prevailed about the emprefs. ‘A
mattrefs was fpread ntar the window ;: fhe was,laid
upon it ; bleeding, bathing, and all the means ufu-
ally reforted to upon fuch occafions, were employed,
and they produced their ordinary effet.” She was
ftill alive ; her heart was found to-beat ; but there
was no other perceptible fign of motion. - The fa-
vourite, feeing her in this alarming ftate, fent to
the counts Soltikof and Befborodko, and others of
the nobility. Every one was eager to difpatch a
_meflenger to the grand-duke Paul ; and the perfon
employed in this fervice by Zubof was his own
brother. Meanwhile the imperial family, and the
reft of the houfehold, were ignorant of the fituation
of the emprefs, which was kept fecret. Till eleven
o’clock, her accuftomed hour of fummoning the
grand-dukes, it was not known that fhe was at all
indifpofed ; and the circuftance of her being feri-
oufly ill did not tranfpire till one ; and was then
mentioned with a timid and myfterious caution,
through fear of the confequences of mliftake. You
might fee two courtiers meet each other, both per-
feétly acquainted with the circumftance of the apo-
plexy, yet queftioning one another, anfwering in
turn, watching each other’s looks, and cautioufly
advancing ftep by ftep, that they might arrive both
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together at:the terrible point,- and be able to talk
of what both already knew. It is neceflary ‘to'have
frequented a ceurt, and efpecially the court of Ruf-
fia, to be able to judge of the importance of  thefe
things,-and .exculpate the hiftorian from the charge

_ of abfurdity"for relating actual circumftances.

:the meantime, thofe whom chance, or their
connedtion with office, placed in the way of being
early informed of the truth, haftened to communi-
cate it to. their families and friends ; for the death

_of the emprefs was looked to as the epoch of fome
extraordinary revolution in the ftate, as well from
the charaéter. of Paul as from the projeéts and dif-
pofitions of which.Catharine was {ufpeted.. "It was
therefore of importance.to be able to take precau-
tions.in -time ; and the court. firft, and prefently
the city, were in an alarming ftate of agltatlon and
anxiety.

: Five or fix couriers arrived nearly at the fame
inftant at Gatthina, but the-grand-duke was abfent.
He was gone a few miles with his court to infpect
a mill, which he had ordered to be conftrutted,
Upon receiving the intelligence, he appeared ex-
tremely affe¢ted. He foon, however, recovered
from his emotion, afked a thoufand queftioss of the
meflengers, and gave orders for his journey, which
he performed with fuch expedition, that in lefs
" than three.hours he was at Peterfburg, which.is -
twelve leagues from his refidence at Gatthina. * He
arrived at eight in the evening with his wite, and
found the palace in the greateft confufion.
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His prefence attraited about him fome courtiers
and minifters, while others difappeared. The fa.
vourite, a prey to grief and terror, had relinquifb~
ed the reins of empire: the great, occupied.with
the confequences of this event, arranged their af-
fairs in private ; all the intrigues of the court were
difconcerted in a moment, and, like the fpokes of
a wheel when the.flock is defiroyed, were vmkout
point of union. :

Paul, accompanied . by his whole family, re-
paired to the chamber of his mother, who gave,
however, no fign of recognition at the appearance
of her affembled children. She was lying on the
mattrefs, perfectly ftill,and without any appearance
of life. The grand-duke Alexander, his wife, and
the young princeffes,. burft into tears, and formed
round her a moft affeéting groupe. The grand.
duchefles, the gentlemen and ladies of the court,
were up all night, waiting the laft figh of the em-
prefs. The grand-duke and his fons were fre-
quently by her fide to witnefs this event; and
the next day pafled in the fame anxiety and ex-
pectation.

Paul, whofe grief for the lofs of a mother by
whom he had hitherto been fo little beloved, could
not be expeéted to be extremely overwhelmingy
was occupied in giving dire€tions, and preparing
every thing for his acceflion. Catharine fill
breathed, although nothing was thought of but
the changes that were about to take place, and



. CourT OF PETERSBURG. 41

the individual who was on the point of fv.,lcceeding

By degrees the apartments of the palace were
filled with officers who had come with expedition
from Gatthina, and were dreffed in' a manner fo
different to that which prevailed at Peterfburg,
thaj they appeared to belong to fome remote age,
or to have arrived from another world. In the pale
and haggard countenances of the old courtiers,
wherever they were feen, mortification, terror, and
grief, were depifted ; and they fucceflively retired,
to give place to new comers. The palace was fur-
rounded, and all the ftreets that led to it were
crowded with carriages ; and he who could claim
the flighteft acquaintance paffed the day there,
-waiting the effe&t of this fudden event. Orders
were given that no perfon fhould quit the city, and
" no. courier was fuffered to pafs the gates.

It was generally believed that Catharine had
died the preceding evening, but that her death,
for reafons of ftate, was fill concealed. The fa&
however'is, that fhe was all this time in a kind of
lethargy. 7The remedies which were adminiftered
produced their natural effect, and fhe had even
moved one of her feet, and prefled the hand of one
of her women ; but, bappily for Paul, the pewer of
speech was gone for ever. About ten in the even-
ing fhe appeared fuddenly to revive, and began to
rattle in the throat in a moft terrible manner.
The impcrial family haftened to her ; Rk this new

G
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and fhocking fpetaele was too much for the prin-
cefles, who were obliged to withdraw. At laft the
gave a lamentable fhriek, which was heard ia the
neighbouring apartments, and died, after having
continued for thirty-feven hours in a ftate of infen-
fibility. During this period fhe gave no indication
of pain, till the moment before fhe expired, and
her death appears to have been as happy as her
reign.

If the love which monarchs have deferved from
their fubjeéts had been fometimes eftimated by the
impreflion produced by their death, Ruflia is.not
the country to which we can apply the obfervation,
unlefs indeed the court be taken for the whole em-
pire. The individual who was the greateft lofer
by the death of the emprefs, and whom it hurled
at once from the pinnacle of greatnefs and power
into the oblcurity from which fayour bad raifed
him, was alfo the individual who was moft afflicted
at the event ; and there was fomething in the ex-
preflion of his grief that was truly afic¢ting.  The
young grand-duchefles, who had a tcuder regard
for their grand-mother, with whomn they,bad lived
on terms of greater familiarity than with their
own parents, paid her alfo the unteigned tribute of
their tears ; they confidercd her as their providing
hand, and as the fource from which flowed all their
enjoyments and felicity. Thole ladies and cour-
tiers too, who had experienced the kindnefs of her
difpofition, and er;joyed .the pleafure of her private
fociety, where fhe difplayed a moft captivating
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amenity, in like manner lamented her death.
Even the young perfons of her court, both male
and female, regretted the happy evenings of the
hermitage, and that freedom of eafe and pleafure
which Catharine fo well knew how to infpire ; and
they contrafted with thefe the military conftraint
and etiquette that were likely to fucceed. The
wits'and railers of Peterfburg groaned in fecret,
that they now muft refpect the very perfons whom
they fo long had . been accuftomed to ridicule and
defpife, and fubmit to a courfe of life that had been
the conftant and inexhauftible topic of their far- -
cafms and jefts. 'The menial fervants of Catharine
fincerely bewailed a good and generous miftrefs,
whofe mild and equal temper, and noble and dig-
nified character, were above thofe daily bickerings,
. thofe gufts of petty paffion, which are the poifon
} of domettic life. 1n truth, if we judge of Catha-
rine as of the mother of a family, confider her palace
as her houfe, her courtiers as her children, the was
entitled to lamentions and tears.

There were other perfonages on this difaftrous
occafion of a pale and woeful afpect; but thefe
were incapable of weeping. In them it was an air
of guilt rather than of fadnefs, and their grief
would bear no conftru&ion favourable to Catha.
rine. 1 refer to thofe creatures of the favourite,
thofe hypocritical minifters, thofe daftardly cour-
tiers, that crowd of wretches of all ftates and con-
ditions, whofe fortunes and hopes were derived
from the ealy difpofition of Catharine, and thwe
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abufes of her reign. In this dark lit muft be alfo
included thofe who had a fhare in the revolution of
1762 ; thefe men appeared to awake as from a long
dream, which had fufpended reflection, to be de-
livered up to the influence of terror, and perhaps
of remorfe.

As to the opinion of the people, that pretended
touchftone of the merit of fovereigns, nothing
could equal their indifference as to what was going
on in the palace. It was faid, indeed, that provi-
fions would be cheaper, and the power of mafters
over their flaves be reftrained and limited. The
principal inhabitants of the city were in a ftate of

. filent confternation.

In fo extenfive a capital, and efpecially in fo '
polite and brilliant a court, fome extraordinary '
chanées were quickly vifible. The air of free-
dom, of eafe, and of gallantry, which had fo lately
prevailed, was fucceeded by a vifible conftraint.

“In the apartments in which Catharine had juft
fallen into the fleep of death, the word of command,
the clattering of {fwords and of foldiers, and the
echo of enormous boots, already refounded. From
the fombre drefs of the ladies, the unufual garb of
the men, the firange phrafeology- which every one
was eager to adopt, and the general contrafts with
what had exifted before, thofe who had been ac-
quainted with eachother, met without being known,
fpoke without being underftood, and afked quef-
tions without receiving an anfwer. The day of
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St. Catharine, hitherto celebrated with fo much
pomp and rejoicings, ‘arrived at this interval, as if
to depiét with_ greater horror the defolation of this
fairy -palace, heretofore the theatre of fo many plea.
fures and entertainments.

Thougﬂ feventy years of age, Catharine ftill
retained fome remains of beauty. Her hair was
always dreffed in. the old ftile of fimplicity, and
with peculiar neatnefs, and no head ever became
a crown better than her’s. She was of the middle
ftature, and corpulent ; few women, however, with
her corpulence, would have attained the graceful
and dignified carriage for which fhe was remarked.

~In private, the good-humour and confidence with
which fhe infpired all about her, feemed to keep
up an unceafing fcene of youth, playfulnefs, and
. gaiety. Her charming converfation and familiar
manners placed all thofe who were admitted to
her drefling-room or affifted at her teilette, per-
fettly at eafe; but the moment fhe had put on her
gloves to make her appearance in the neighbour-
ing apartments, fhe affumed a very different coun-
tenance and deportment. From an agreeable and
facetious woman, fhe appeared all at once the re-
ferved and majeftic emprefs. Whoever had feen
her then for the firft time would have found her
not below the idea he had previoufly formed, and
would have faid, ¢ This is indeed the Semiramis
< of the north!” The maxim, Presentia minuit
Jamam, could no more be applied to her than to
Frederick the Great. 1faw her once.or twice a
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week for ten years, and every time with renewed
admiration. My eagernefs to examine her perfon
cauled me fucceflively to neglet proftrating myfelf
before her with the crowd ; but the homage I paid
by gazing at her, was furely more flattering, She
walked flowly, and with fhort fteps; her majeftic
forehead unclouded,. her look tranquil, and her
eyes often caft on the ground. Her mode of fa-
luting was by a flight inclination of the body, yet
not without grace; but the f{mile fhe affumed,
vanithed with the occafion. If, upon the introduc-
tion of a ftranger, fhe prefented her hand to him
to kifs, the demeaned herfelf with great courtefy,
and commonly addrefled a few words to him upon
the fubje¢t of his travels and his vifit; but all the
harmony of her countenance was inftantly difcom-
pofed, and you forgot for a moment the great Catha.
rine, to reflect on the infirmities of an old woman;
as, on opening her mouth, it was apparent that fhe
had no teeth. Her voice too was hoarfe and bro-
ken, and her fpeech inarticulate. The lower part
of her face was rather large and coarfe ; her grey
eyes, though clear and penetrating, evinced fome-
thing of hypocrify, and a certain wrinkle at the
bafe of the nofe indicated a charater fomewhat
finifter. The celebrated Lampi had lately painted
a firiking likenefs of her, though extremely flatter-

_ing; Catharine, however,remarking that he had not

entirely omitted that unfortunate wrinkle, the evil
genius of her face, was greatly diffatisfied, and faid
that Lampi had made her too ferious -and too
wicked. He muft according'y retouch and fpoil
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the picture, which appeared now like the portrait
of ayoung nymph ; though the throne, the fceptre,
the crown, and fome other attributes, fufficiently
indicate that it is the pi¢ture of an emprefs. In
other refpe@s, the performance well deferves the
attention of the amateur, as alfo does a portrait of
the prefent emprefs by the fame hand*.

The charaéter of Catharine can, in my opinion,
only be eftimated from her actions. Her reign,
for herfelf and her court, had been brilliant and
happy ; but the laft years of it were particularly
difaftrous for the people and the empire. All the
fprings of government became debilitated and im-
paired. Every general, governor, chief of depart-
ment, was become a petty defpot. Rank, juftice,
impunity, were fold to the higheft bidder. An oli-
garchy of about a {core of knaves partitioned Ruffia,
pillaged, by themfelves or others, the finances, and
fhared the {poils of the unfortunate. Their loweft
valets, and even their flaves, obtained in a fhort
time offices of confiderable importance and emolu-
ment. One had a falary of from three to four
hundred rubles a year (30l. or 40l.) which could
not poflibly be increafed by any honeft dealing,
yet was he fufficiently rich to build round the pa-

_# * The celebrated Le Brun, who was at Peterfburg, and who could not optain

tKe honour of taking her likenefs when living, faw her after fhe way dead, and

drew it from his memory and imagination. I faw the rough draught of this

portrait, which wagiktremely like.  The following humourous advice was given

to M. le Brun to render the refemblance perfe@ : Takea map of the Ruffian em-

pire for the canvas ; thedarknefs of ignorance, for the ground; the [poils of Poland

for the drapery ; human blood, for the colouring; the monuments of her wgn,
forthe outhnes; aud for the thading, 6x months of the reiyn of het tucceflor,
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lace houfes valued at fifty thoufand crowns
(12,5001.) Catharine, fo far from inquiring into the
impure fource of fuch fudden wealth, rejoiced to
fee her capital thus embellifhed under her eyes,
and applauded the inordinate luxury of thefe
wretches, which fhe erroneoufly confidered as a
proof of the profperity of her reign. Inthe worft
days of France, pillage was never {o general, and
never o eafy. * Whoever received a fum of money
from the crown for any undertaking, had the im-
pudence to retain one half, and afterwards com-
plained of its infufficiency, for the purpofe of ob-
taining more; and either an additional fum was
granted, or the enterprife abandoned. The great
plunderers even divided the booty of the little ones,
and thus became accomplices in their thefts. A
minifter knew almoft to a ruble what his fignature
would procure to his fecretary; and a colonel felt
no embarraffment in talking with a general of the
profits of the army, and the extortions he made
upon the foldiers*. Every one, from the peculiar
favourite to the loweft in employ, confidered the
property of the ftate as an harveft to be rcaped,

* The colonel was the delpot of his rcgiment, of which he Lad the exclufive
management, in whole and in detail. The Ruffan army, wherever it may be
fituated, whether in a fubjeied territery, the territory of an ally, or that of an
encmy, always living at {rec quarte:s, the colencls regulary taize to themfilves
nearly the whole of tiic money deftinied for its fupyoit. By way of indemnifigge
tipn, they tyrn the horfes into the felds, and the men into the kaufes of the pes=
fants, there to live fies of expence. ‘The pay of a colonel is frein feven to eight
hundred rubles (70l. or 80%.) only a year; but the profit Lidlfllerives from a regi-
ment amounts to fifteen or twenty thoufand (1500l or z0col)”™ A minifier afk -
ing one day fome favour of the emprefs for a poor oficer, fhe replied, ¢¢ Ifhe he
& poor, it is his own fault; hehas leng hada regiment.’”  Thusicbbary was pros
vileged, and probity laughed at and defpifed.
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and grafped at it with as much avidity as the po.
pulace at an ox given up to be devoured. The
Orlofs, as well as Potemkin and Panin, filled their
places with a degree of dignity. The firft difplay-
ed fome talents, and an inordinate ambition. Pa.
nin had greater genius, greater patriotifm, and
more virtues*. In general, during the laft years
_ of Catharine, none were fo little as the great.
Without knowledge, without penetration, without
pride, without probity, they could not even boaft
that falfe honour which is to loyalty what hypo-
crify is to virtue; unfeeling as bafhaws, rapacious
as tax-gatherers, pilfering as laqueys, and venal
as the meaneft Abigails of a play, they might
truly be called the rabble of the empire. Their
creatures, their hirelings, their valets, and even
their relations, did not accumulate wealth by
the gifts of their bounty, but by the extortions
committed in their name, and the traffic made
of their credit; they alfo were robbed thems
felves, as they robbed the crown. The meaneft
fervices rendered to thefe men were paid by the
ftate; and the wages of their buffoons, fervants,
muficians, private fecretaries, and even tutors of

# He did one a& of generofity in particular, which bas found no imitator. The
education of the grand-duke Paul, to whom he was firft governor, being finifhed,
the eroprefs, among other tewards for this fervice, gave him feven thoufand ;;ea-
fants, while the aides de camp, fecretaries, and others employed by count Panin as
his afliftants, were totally unnoticed by her. Panin immediately divided among
them the feven thoufand peafants; and I have feen feveral officers who are flill
rich with theboon, This gencrous a&ion thould not, however, lead us to forget
that the two principal meafures of his adminiftration were marked with.misfor-
tune: the exchange of Holftein for fix thips, which Denmark never gane; and
the firft divifion of Poland, which excited a craving for the remainder.

H
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their children, defrayed out of fome public fund, .
of which they had the control. Some few among
them fought for talents, and appeared to efteem
merit; but neither talents nor merit acquired a
fortune under their proteftion, or partook of their
wealth ; partly from the avarice of thofe patrons,
but ftill more from their total want of decency and
judgment. The only way of gaining their favour
was by becoming . their buffoon, and the only
mode of turning it to acceunt was by turning
knave.

Thus, during this reign, almoft every man in

.. - office, or who had credit at court, was the favour.

ite of fortune, and acquired riches and honours.
At the galas given by the emprefs, fwarms of new.
created counts and princes made ther appearance,
and that at time when in France all titles were
about to beabolithed. If we except theSoltikofs, we
fhall find at this period no family of diftinétion taken
into favour. To any other country this would have
been no evil; but in Ruflia, where the rich nobi-
lity is the only clafs that has any education, and .
often any principles of honour, it was. a ferious
calamity to the émpire. Befides, all thefe upftarts
were fo many hungry leeches, who muft be fed
with the beft blood of the ftate, and fattened with
the heard earnings of the people. A frequent
change of kings is often not burthenfome to a
ftate, to whom it ftill remains an inheritance; but
a continual change of favourites and minifters, who
muft all load their hives before they depart, is

-
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enough to ruin any country but Ruffia, How nfany
millions muft it have coft to fill fucceffively the
rapacious maws of about a dozen peculiar fa-
vourites? How many, to render rich and noble
the Befborodkos, the Zavadofskys, the Markofs,
and a too numerous lift of others who might be
named? Have not the Orlofs, the Potemkins, the
Zubofs, acquired revenues greater than thofe of
kings; and_their underlings, agents in the fale of
their fignatures, and managers of their petty traf.

fic, become more wealthy than the moft fuccefsful

merchants* ? \

With refpect to the government of Catharine,
it was as mild and moderate, within the immediate
circle of her influence, as it was arbitrary and ter-
rible at a diftance. . W hoever, direétly or indire&-
ly, enjoyed the protetion of the favourite, exer-
gifed, wherever he was fituated, the, moft undife
guifed tyranny. He infulted his fuperiors, trampled
on his inferiors, and violated juftice, order, and
the wkasest, with impunity.

It is to the policy firft, and next to the weak-
nefs of Catharine, to which in part muft be attri- -
buted the relaxed and diforganized ftate of her in-

# A work has fallen into my hands, intitled, ¢¢ Life of Catharine IL.” in which

the author gives a ftatement of the fums obtained by the favourites. But how
very defe@ive is this eftimate, and how much below the truth| How is it poffible,

- indeed, to calculate the immenfe fums which have enriched the Orlofs, the Po-

temkins, and the Zubofs, favourites who had the fame accefs to the treafury of
the ftate, as to their own private coffers?

1 Ediéts of the emperor,
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ternal government; though the principal caufe
will be found in the depraved manners and cha-
racter of the nation. How was a woman to effeét
that which the aétive difcipline of the cane, and
the fanguinary axe of Peter l. were inadequate to
accomplifh, The ufurper of a throne, which the
was defirous to retain, fhe was under the neceflity
of treating her accomplices with kindnefs. A
firanger in the empire over which the reigned, fhe *
fought to remove everything difcordant, every-
thing heterogeneous, and to become.one with the
nation, by adopting and even flattering its taftes
and its prejudices. She often knew how to re-
ward, but never how to punifh; and it was folely
by fuffering her power to be abufed, that fhe fuc-
ceeded in preferving it.

‘She had two paffions, which never left her but -
with her laft breath; the love of man, which de-
generated into licentioufnefs ; and the love of glory,
which funk into vanity. By the firft of thefe paf-
fions, the was never fo far governed as to become
a Meffalina, but fhe often difgraced both her rank
and her fex ; by the fecond, fhe was led to under-
take many laudable projeéts, which were feldom
completed, and to engage in unjuft wars, from
which fhe derived at leaft that kind of fame which
never fails to accompany fuccefs.

The generofity of Catharine, the f{plendor of
her reign, the magnificence of her court, her
inftitutions, her monuments, her wars, were pre-
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cifely to Ruffia what the age of Louis XIV. was
to Europe; but, confidered individually, Cas<
tharine was greater than this prince. The French
formed the glory .of Louis, Catharine formed that
of the Ruffians. She had not like him the advan.
tage of reigning over a polifhed people ;' nor was
the furrounded from infancy by great and accom-
plithed charafters. She had fubtle ambaffadors,
not unfkilled in the diplomatic art, and fome for«
tunate generals ; but Romanzof, Panin, and Po.
temkin excepted, fhe could not boaft a fingle man
of genius: for the wit, cunning, and dexterity
of certain of her minifters, the ferocious valour of
a Suvarof, the duétile capacity of a Repnin, the
favour of a Zubof, the readinefs of a Befborodko,
and the affiduity of a Nicholas Soltikof, are not
worthy of being mentioned as exceptions. It was
not that Ruffia did not produce men of merit ; but
Catharine feared fuch men, and they kept at a
diftance from her. We may conclude, therefore,
that all her meafures were her own, and particu.
larly all the good fhe did.

Let not the misfortunes and abufes of her reign
give to the private charater of this princefs too
dark and repulfive a fhade! She appeared to be
thoroughly humane and generous, as all who ap-
proached her experienced ; all who were admitted
to her intimacy were delighted with the good-na-
tured fallies of her wit: all who lived with her
were happy. Her manners were gay and licenti-

. ous, but fhe flill preferved an exterior decorum,
and even her favourites always treated her win



54 Secrer MEMOIRS OF THE

refpe®. Her love never excited difguft, nor her
familiarity contempt. She might be . deceived,
won, feduced, but the would never fuffer herfelf
to be governed. Her aétive and regular life, her
moderation, firmnefs, fortitude, and even fobriety,
are moral qualities which it would be highly unjuft
to afcribe to hypocrify. How. great might the not
have been, had her heart been as well governed as
her mind ! She reigned over the Ruflians lefs def-
potic than over herfelf ; fhe was never hurried away
by anger, never a prey to dejection, and never in.
dulged in tranfports of immoderate joy. Caprice,
ill-humour, and peevithnefs, formed no part of her
character, and were never perceived in her con-
duct. I will not decide, whether fhe' were truly
great, but the was certainly beloved*.

* Many quatrians have been compofed, cither to ferve as an epitaph, or be
placed under the portrait of Catharine, but none have been firuck off fo happily,
or defcribe her fo tryly, as the following. They are from the pens of two young
Ruffians, ‘the pleafant qualities of whofe mind arc enhanced by thofe of an ad-
misable charadter, and a generous heart.

Elle fit oublier, par un efprit fublime,
D’an pouvoir odicux, les énormes abus,
Elle fe maiatint. par fes vertus

Sur un tréae acquis. par le crime.

¢« Blefs'd in her fway, her fubjeéts might difown -
¢ Th’ unnumber’d evils of defpotic rule;
¢¢ And tho' a crime had fixed her on the throne,
4 She reign’d by precepts drawn from Virtue’s fchool.”

The nextismoreflattering, butnot inferior in merit :

Dans le fein dela paix, au milien de la guerre,
A tous fes ennemis elle dia la loi:

Par fes talens diverselle étonna la terre,
Ecrivit comme un fage, & regnacomme un roi.

“« Amld the train of Peace, or din of War,
<« Each foe appall’d her fov’reign will obey’d;
¢ Her mighty genius held the world in awe; |
« Like fages wrote, like Jove the fcepter tway’d”
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Imbued, from her youth, with the corrupt
maxims by which courts are infeted; enveloped,
on her throne, in a cloud of incenfe, through
which it was hardly poffible for her to fee clearly,
it would be too fevere to apply at once the fearch~
ing light of reafon to her charafer, and try its
~ defeéts by fo firi®t an inqueft. Let us judge her

now as we would fome twenty years ago, and con-
fider Ruffia ftill, as to the people, asin the age of
Charlemagne. * The friends of liberty ought to
render to Catharine the fame juftice as is rendered
by all rational theologians to thofe great and wife
men who did not enjoy the light of revelation.
Her crimes were the crimes of ftation, not of her
heart : the terrible fcenes of Ifmail and of Prague
appeared to her court to be humanity itfelf. = She
needed perhaps only to be unfortunate, to have
poflefled the pureft virtues; but the unvaried profe
perity of her arms dazzled and corrupted her. Va.
* nity, that unfortunate rock fo fatal to every female,
was her great failing ; and her reign will ever
bear the diftinguifhing chara&eriftic of her fex.

Meanwhile, in whatever light fhe is confidered,
fhe will ever be placed in. the firk rank among
thofe who, by their genius, their talents, and
efpecially their fuccefs, have attraéted the admira.
tion of mankind. Her fex, giving a bolder relief
to the great qualities fhe djfplayed on the throne,
will place her above all the examples of real
hiftory ; and the fabulous ages of an Ifis and a
. Semiramis muft be reforted to, to find A wo-
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man who has executed, or rather undertaken,
fuch daring projeés. :

The ten laft years of her reign carried her pow-
or, her glory, and perhaps her political crimes, to
their height. When the great Frederic, di@ator:
of the kings of Europe, died, fhe was left the
fenior fovereign, the eldeft of the crowned heads
of the continent of Europe ; and if we except Jo-
feph and Guftavus, all thofe heads taken together
were unequal to her own: for the furpaflfed them
as much in underftanding, as fhe exceeded them in'
the extent of her territories. If Frederick was the
di@ator of thefe kings, Catharine became their
tyrant. It was then that the end of that political.
thread, by which poor Europe had been moved
like a puppet, and which had efcaped from France
to Berlin, and from Berlin to Vienna, became
fixed in the hands of a woman who drew it as the
pleafed. The immenfe empire, an empire almoft
of romance, which fhe had fubjected to her fway ;
the inexhauftible refources the derived from a coun-
try and a people as yet in a ftate of infancy ; the
extreme luxury of her court, the barbarous pomp
of her nobility, the wealth and princely grandeur
of her favourites, the glorious exploits of her ar.
mies, and the gigantic views of her ambition,
threw Europe into a fort of fafcinating admiration ;
and thofe monarchs, who had been too proud to pay
each other even the flighteft deference, found no
humiliation in making a lady the arbiter of their
interefts, the ruling power of all their meafures.
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But the French revolution, fo unfriendly to
fovereigns in general, was particularly fo to Catha-
rine. The blaze, which fuddenly emerged from
the bofom of France as from the crater of a burn-
ing volcano, poured a ftream of light upon Ruffia
vivid as .that of lightning; and injuftice, crimes,"
and blood were feen, where before all was gran.
deur, glory, and virtue. Catharine trembled with
fear and indignation. The French, thofe fweet
heralds of her fame, thofe flattering and brilliant
hiftorians, who were one day to tranfmit to pofte-
rity the wonders of her reign, were fuddenly tranf-
formed into fo many inexorable judges, at whofe
afpect the fhuddered. The phantoms of her ima-
gination were difpelled. That empire of Greece
the was fo defirous of reviving, thofe laws fhe
intended to inculcate, and thofe arts which fhe had
patronifed, became odious in her fight. As a
crowned philofopher, fhe valued the fciences fo
far only as they appeared the inftruments for dif-
feminating her glory. She withed to hold them as
adark lantern in her hand; to make ufe of their
light as fhould fuit her convenience ; to fee without
being feen: but when they dazzled her all at once
with their bright emanations, fhe wifhed to extin.
guifh them. She who had been the friend and dif-
ciple of the French fpeculative writers*, now with-

* Upon the breaking out of the revolution, Catharine ordered the buft of
Voltaire to be taken from the gallery, and thrown among the lumber. She had
requefted a buft of Fox at the period when, at the head of the Britith oppofition,
he prevented by his exertions the government of his country from declaring war
againft Ruffia. When this fame Fox however, oppofed with equal firenuoufnefs
2 war with France, this buft alfo, which a year before fhe had {o Wighly honousdy

was fervedin the fame manner as Voltaire’s,

X
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ed to be re-enveloped in the ages of barbarifm; but
her wilhes were vain ; the light was not to be refift.
ed ; if the compofed herlelf to fleep on laurels, the
awoke, on the carcafes of the dead ; glory which in
illufion fhe embraced, was changed in her arms
into one of the furies; and the legiflatrix of the
north, forgetting her own maxims and philo-
fophy, was no longer any thing more than an old
{fybil. Her daftardly favourites, everywhere point-
ing out to her in this event, Brutufes, jacobins,
and incendiaries, fucceeded in filling up the mea-r
fure of her fufpicions and terrors. Her delirium
was even carried fo far, that on a king, who ex.
tended his prerogatives, and a nobility that meli.
orated its government, fhe beftowed the appellatie
ons of rebels and traitors : the Poles were treated
as jacobins, becaufe they had not the misfortune
to be Ruflians*,

Had Catharine been afked, when her mind was
calm, if fhe had not herfelf confiderably advanced
and helped to ftrengthed this revolution, what
would fhe have anfwered? Yet fuch is the fact;
fince, if the had not been fo eager to feize upon
the unfortunate country of the Poles, and after-
wards to raife diffentions in Pruffia and Sweden,
fthe would not have difgufted, as the did, all Eu.

* The Americans, even at this epoch, became hateful to Catharine. She
condemned a revolution which fhe had formerly pretended to admire, called
‘Wathington a rebel, and faid publicly, that a man of honour could not wear the
order of Cincinnatus. Accordingly Langeron, and fome other emigrants, who
had beer invefted with this order, immediately renounced it, and weie feen in it
no Jonger. ’
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rope and the combination of princes; Pruflia would
not have been induced fo fpeedily to make peace,
that he might be at leifure to watch her proceed.
ings; nor would fhe have excited the indignation
of Spain, by employing againft a catholic king
and a catholic nobility the fame arms and the fame
infults as were employed againft the French. In
this view, France may ere&t a ftatue to her memo-
ry ; for fhe has rendered the fyftem of the enemies
of that country odious and abfurd to all monarchs;
and has done the republic the fame fervice as dema.
gogues have by their enormities, and minifters by
their intrigues.

Catharine never effe¢tually patronifed letters in
the ftates of her empire. 1t was the reign of Eli-
zabeth that had encouraged them; and it was dil~
tinguithed by many productions worthy of proving
to Europe that the Ruflians may lay fair claim to
every fpecies of excellence*. Catharine, indeed,
purchafed a few libraries and colleétions of piétures,
penfioned a few flatterers, flattered a few celebrat-
ed men, who might be inftrumental in fpreading
her fame, and readily fent a medal or a {nuff-box
to a German writer who dedicated fome hyperobo-
lical work to her; but it was necellary to have
come from fome diftance to pleafe her, and to have

* The author of thefe Memoirs may parhaps one day poffefs the requifite ma-
terials, and the leifure and tranquility for exhibiting to his countrymen a view of
Ruffian literature. They will be aftonithed to find how nearly, in delicacy of wity”
as well as in fentiment, {prightlinefs and tafte, it refembles their own. The
Ruffian theatre is particularly formed upon that of the French. Governmen,
manners, and language, are the only things in which the twao neXions &y
differ from cach other.

~
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acquired a great name to be entitled to her fuffrage,
and particularly to obtain any recompenfe. Ge-
nius might be born at her feet without being no-
ticed*, and ftill more without being encouraged ;
yet jealous of every kind of fame, and efpecially
of that which Frederic the unigue had obtained by
his writings, fhe was defirous of becoming an au-
thor, that the might fhare in it. She accordingly
wrote her celebrated Instructions for a Code of Laws ;
feveral moral tales and allegories for the education
of her grand children ; and a number of dramatic
pieces and proverbs, which were atted and admi-
red at the Hermitage. Her great undertaking, of
which fhe was {o vain, of colle®ing a number of
words from three hundred different languages,
and forming them into a dictionary, was never
executed.

OF all her writings, her letters to Voltaire are
certainly the beft. Theyare even more interefting
than thofe of the old philofophical courtier himfelf,
who fold her watches and knitted ftockings for
her*; and who repeats in his letters the fame ideas
and compliments in a hundred different forms, and
excites her continually to drive the Turks out of
Europe, inftead of advifing her to render her own

* Many archite®ts, painters, fculptors mechanics, and others artifts of
great talents, lived and died in obfcurity and wretchednefs, merely becaule they
were Ruffians.  Their names can only be found in certain topographical defcrip-
tions, or the accounts of foreign travellers, by whom more juftice has been done

them than by their own country.

4 This he fays himfelf in onc of his letters to her.
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fubjects free and happy. If the code of laws drawn
up by Catharine befpeak a mind capable of enlar-
ged views and a found policy, her letters announce
the wit, graces, and talents of a woman of fill
greater merit, and lead us to regret the means by
which fhe obtained the acquifition of her power.

When fhe publifhed her inftru&ions*, all Eu.
rope refounded with her applaufe, and beftowed
upon her already the title of legiflatrix of the north.
Catharine orderered deputies to be affembled from
the different nations of her vaft empire ; but it was
only that they might hear this celebrated perfor.
mance read, and that fhe might receive their com-
pliments ; for as foon as this was done, they were
all fent back to their diftant homes, fome in dif-
grace for their firmnefs, others decorated with
medals for their fervility. The manufcript was
depofited in a magnificent cafe, to be exhibited to
the curiofity of ftrangers. A fort of committee
was nominated to reduce thefe laws into form; and
if a favourite or minifter had any dependent fot
for whom he wifhed to provide, or any buffoon
whom he wanted to maintain free of expenfe, he
was appointed a member of this committee, whence

# It is known, that her inftru@ions for a Code came under the INDEX EX~
PURGATORIUS, and was prohibited in France. Catharine and Voltaire joined
in railing at this proceeding. Who would have thought that, twenty years after,
all French publications whatever would be profcribed in Ruffia, and that lieute-
nant of police of the very fame Catharine would confifcate at Peterfburg, in the
fhop of Gay, the bookfeller, L’AVIS AU PEUPLE PAR TissoT, ¢ Tiffot’s Ade
#¢ vice to the People ;* alleging that the people wanted no advice, and thatit wasa
dangerous book,
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he derived a falary*. Yet all Europe vociferated
that Ruffia had laws, becaufe. Catharine had writ-
ten a preface to a code, and had fubjected a hun.
dred different people to the fame fyﬁem of fla-

veryt.

Among the dramatical pieces that were compof-
ed by herj:,' and wich The caufed to be a€ted in the
theatres of Peterfburg, one was of a new kind; it
was neither tragedy nor comedy, nor opera, nor
play, ‘but an affemblage of all forts of fcenes, and
intitled OLeec, an bistorical representation. Upon
the celebration of the laft peace with the Turks,
it was got up by her direéteion with extraordinary
pomp and the moft' magnificent decorations, and
upwards of feven hundred performers appeared
upon the ftage. The fubjeét is wholly taken from
Ruffian hiftory, and comprifes an entire epoch.
In the firkt aét, Oleg lays the foundation of Mofco.
In the fecond, he is at Kief, where he marries his

* The author of thefe Memoirs knew, among other perfonages, one Mitro-
phanus Popof, a buffoon, bigot, and interpreter of drcams to a lady of the court,
who was 2 member of this committec: he had never heaid of the Infiru@ion for
a Codc, and was unablc to read it

4 The Inftru&ion for a Codeis fo literally tuken from Montefquieu and Bec-
caria, that Mr. F¥** de B¥¥¥, who undcrtook to tranflate it, thought he could
not do better than copy the text of thofe celebrated writers. The curions may be
fatisficd of this fa& by examining the tranflation, which was printed for Graffet,
at Laufanne, Ihad my informaticn from thisrefpe@able man himfelf.

} They are written in Rufs M. Derjavin, fecretary to the emprefs, and
known by fome other works, was confidered as the maker, or at leaft the mender
f them. It is certain, however, that fhe never had about her a man capable of
writing her letters to Voltaire in French. Odart and Aubri, her fecretarics at the
time, did not write fo well as herfelf. She was unqueftionably the author.
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pupil Igor, and fettles him on the throne. The
ancient ceremonies obferved upon the marriage of
the tzars gave an apportunity of introducing fome
amufing fcenes, and the national dances and fports,
which are exhibited, furnith many charming pic-
tures. Oleg then fets out upon an expedition
againft the Turks ; we fee him file off with his ar-
my, and embark. In the third a¢t, heis at Con-
ftantinople. The emperor Leof, obliged to fign
a truce, receives this barbarian hero with the great-
eft magnificence. He is feen feafting at his table,
while fome troops of young Greeks, boys and girls,
fing a chorus to his praife, and exhibit before him
the ancient dances of Greece. The next fcenic de-
coration reprefents the hippodrom, where Oleg
is entertained with the {petacle of the Olympic
Games. Another theatre is then erefted at the
bottom of the ftage, and fome fcenes from Eu-
ripides are played before the court. At length
Oleg takes leave of the emperor, faftening his
fhield to a pillar in teftimony of his vifit, and to
invite his fucceflors to return one day to Conftan-
tinople, in imitation of his example.

The piece is truly Ruflian, and particularly
emblematical of the charatter of Catharine: her
favourite projelts are reprefented in it, and the de-
fign of fubjugating Turkey is alluded to, even
when celebrating a peace with that country. Pro-
perly {peaking, the performance is nothing more
than a magic lantern, exhibiting different objeéts
in fucceflion to the eyes of the beholder; but Yo
me fuch exhibitions; in which the great events oK
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hiftory are introduced as in a pi¢ture on the ftage,
are more interefting than the ftrainings of the
throat of our opera fingers, and the amorous in-
trigues of fome of our tragedies.

Catharine was neither fond of poetry nor of
~ mufic, and the often confefled it. - She could not
endure the noife of the orcheftra between the afts
of a play, and fhe commonly filenced it. This de-
fet of tafte and feeling in a woman, who appeared
in other refpeéts fo happily conftituted, is aftonith.
ing, yet may ferve to explain how, with fo extraor-
dinary a capacity and genius, fhe could become fo
obdurate and fanguinary. At her palace of Tauris,
fhe conftantly dined with the two piétures of the
facking of Otchakof and lfmail before her eyes, in
which Cazangva has reprefented, with a moft hide-
ous accuracy, the blood flowing in fireams, the
limbs torn from the bodies and fill palpitating,
the demoniac fury of the murderers, and the con.
vulfive agonies of the murdered. It was upon thefe
fcenes of horror that her attention and imagination
were fixed, while Gafparini and Mandini difplayed
their vocal powers, or Sarti conduéted a concert in

her prefence.

This fame emprefs, who wrote plays herfelf ;
who admired Ségur for his wit, and heard him fome-
times repeat his verfes ; who had the moft ridicu-
lous farces played before her by her old courtiers,
and particularly by count Stackelberg*, and the

* In the little focicties of Catharine, all forts of fiolics and gambols were
Plaged. The old gouty courtiers were feen making their whimbical effarus to k.
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Auftrian minifter*, recalled and difgraced one of
her own minifters, becaufe he wrote his difpatches
facetioufly, made pleafant French verfes, had com-
pofed a tragedy, and was defirous of illuftrating the
genius of his country by publithing hiftorical eulo-
gies of the great men of Ruffia. This was prince
Belofeliky, envoy at the court of Turin, a man of
tafte and merit, who had expended a fortune in pa-

and caper; and the grand-duke Conftantine one day aftually broke the arm of the
feeble count Stackelberg, by rudely joftling againft him, and throwing him
down. Heretofore Ségur had aced a part in thofe focieties unworthy of his
rank and underflanding. Among the verfes he wrote in compliment to the eme
prefs, the following, which are the epitaph of a dog, have often been cited, and
merit to be preferved. They are in the true fpirit of French gallantry :

" o,

Pour prix de fa fidélité,

Le ciel, témoin de fa tendreflc,

Lui devoit I’immortalité,

Pour qu’clle fit toujours auprés de fa maitrefle.

¢ Her fond fidelity Heav’n faw, and priz’d,
¢ And to reward her tendernefs beftow’d
¢ The precious gift to live immortaliz’d,
¢ Enjoying fill her miftrefs’s abode.””

* No ambaffador, perhaps, was ever fo long at a court, and upon fuch good
terms, as Cobenzel at the court of Ruffia. He had been fent originally by Marla
Therefa, and was afterwards confirmed in his office by all her fucceflors. He was
of a mean and unwieldy figure, but had a confiderable fhare of wit, and of that pe-
culiar fort in particular that is pleafing to women, He was for ten years the affi-
duous admirer of the charming princefs Dolgoruka, and Catharine delighted in his
fociety. He had a rage for theatricals, and accordingly plays were often got up
at his houfe, in which he acted a part, and acquitted himfelf well. At the age
nearly of fixty, he was abfurd enough to take regular leflons in finging ; and often,
Wwhen a courier arrived with fome important intelligence from Vienna, fome de-
feat perhaps, he was found before his mirror, pratifing his part, difguifed as the
countefs of Efcarbagnas, of Croupillac, &c. The unfavourable difpatches which
he was continually receiving during the war, did not interrupt the entertainments,
balls, and plays that were regularly given at his houfe. When news arrived of a
French vi&ory, it was jeftingly faid, ¢ Well, well, we fhall have a ball on Satur=

"¢ day at the ambafludor’s.”” Catharine, cnraged at this dramatic mania, one day
faud, ¢ You will find that he referves his beﬂ picce for the news of the entrance of
¢ the French into Vienna,”

K
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tronizing the arts, and much of his time in cultiva-
ting them himfelf*.

If we except the travels of the celebrated Pallas,
the hiftorical refearches of the induftrious Miiller,
and fome other works upon natural hiftory, no li-

_terary produétion worthy of being noticed has dif-
tinguifhed Ruffia during the reign-of Catharinet.
Natural hiftory and mathematics are the only
fciences which the Ruffians have contributed in
fome meafure to advance ; and even thofe, however
trifling, have been by the help of Germans}; yet
no country is {o fortunately fituated for rendering
the fciences the moft eflential fervices. Natural
and ancient hiftory might expe from her the moft
aftonifhing difcoveries. = The ruins of twenty cities

* Heis known by feveral poctical produtions, and particularly by an Epiftle
to the French, in which he appears to be a Frenchman himfelf ; and Voltaire wrote
him a very flattering letter, and paid him the fame compliment which he had paid
before to the celebrated author of the Epiftle to Ninon,

1 It is the fame Miiller who wrote fo judicious a critique of the pretended hif-
tory of Peter I.and of whom Voltaire faid, «He isa German: I with him more
¢ wit, and fewer confonants.”” Voltaire was aftonifhed that the Ruffians fhould
pretend to know their own names, and the names of their towns, better than the
di&ionary of Martiniene, and fhould complain at feeing them crippled. He per=
fifted in writing Roumanou, Schouvalou. &¢. inftead of Romanof and Schuvalof.
He would never write the Ruffian names as they were pronounced ; yet, to thew
us that he was acquainted with a fingle Chinefe one, he had often the affetation
to write Confutzée, where we fhould fay Confucius.

1 Many celebrated men of letters in Germany, as Klinger for inftance, who
has a beld and cauftic mind, and Kotzebue, a dramatic author, whofe plagiarifms
often difgrace his talents, wrote in Ruffia; but they took care, particularly the
former, how they publifhed their works in that country. Kotzebue, however,
deferved to be pardoned for his good performances, for the fake of his Langhans, ,,
a bad imitation of Candide, and his tranflation of the works of Derjawin, and his
Flight to Paris, The topographical and ftatiftical works of the clegant Storch
would alfo have merited an exception, had he dared to publith them as they were

writtea. ’



CourT oF PETERSBURG. 67

atteft that Tartary and Mongolia were once inha.
‘bited by polithed nations, and the monuments
which are fill difcovering would have realized the
fublime conceptions of Buffon and Bailli. Whole
libraries have been difcovered under the ruins of
Ablai-Kitt, and amid the ruinous heaps that fkirt
the Irtith. Thoufands of manufcripts in unknown
languages, and many others in the language of the
Chinefe, the Kalmucs, and the Mantfchoux, are pe-
rithing in the mouldy deferted cabinets of the
-academy : had they remained under the ruins till
a government or people lefs barbarous had brought
them to light, they would have been better pre.
ferved.

The beft hiftory of Ruffia is certainly that of
Lévéque. Catharine detefted this work as much as
fhe did that of the abbé Chappe ; and fhe beftowed
the moft extraordinary pains, fcrutinifing the an-
clent chronicles, that fhe might difcover in this
eftimable hiftorian fome blunders and miftakes :
becaufe he had the courage (it is now twenty years
ago) to point out the murderer of Peter III. and
of Ivan. In other refpeéts, Levéque has merited
the thanks of the Ruflian nation ; for he is theonly
writer who, by his talents, labour, and perfever-
ance, has fucceeded in rendering a hiftory, fo dif-
gufting and detached as is that of Ruffia till the-
reign of Peter L in fome degree interefting to fo-
reigners*. But who will one day worthily write

-% Thofe who wauld attempt to furpafs him, inftead of badly criticifing s
work, as LE CLERC has done, fhould refide ten years in Ruffia, Ieaxning the \an-
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the hiftory of Catharine*? In our days, hiftory has
hitherto been a collection only of chofen events,
artfully wrought up fo as to give relief to a few
individuals, and form a piéture that fhall be ftriking
to the eye. Faéls that admit of no difpute are
pearls and garnets, which the hiftorian feleéts at
his pleafure, and threads on a black ftring ora
white, as fhall beft fuit the complexion of his work :
truth never appears but when it is convenient.
Even the author of the Hiftory of Charles XII. of
Peter I. and of the Age of Louis XIV. was of
opinion, that it was of greater importance to fay
things ufeful than things that are true, as if what
was falfe could ever be ufeful ! And in a letter to
count Schuvalof, he fays, ¢ Waiting till I have
$¢ Jeisure te methodise the terrible event of the death of
s¢ the 1zarevitch, 1 have began another work.” Is
this the language of an hiftorian and philofopher ?
Alas! if you have not the courage to affert the
truth, why do you not abandon the pen of hiftory,
It is in a tragedy only, or an epic poem, that the
licence can be pardoned, of arranging a terrible

.

guage, fludying the manners, confulting the ancient annals of the country, the
-hiftories of Talifchef, of prince Scherbatof, and efpecially the immenfe materials
Icft by Miiller, Bachmeifter, &c.

* This will be fome Rufian, and I know one or two competent to the tafk :
but he muft quit his country to writeit. Meanwhile a foreigner, ignorant of per-
* fons, manners, and places, may colled together fome hiftorical traits, give them a
form haif real, half fabulous, and call his work a Hiftory of Catharine II. But
this will be no hiftory. Were the emperor of China the fubje@, fuch accounts
might fatisfy me. However, the anonymous author to whom I allude, has ob-
tained, refpeing certain epochs, fome good materials ; but if thofe from whom
he received them had read the work before it was printed, fewer esrors, as to per-
lom,plm, and daten, would befoundmu ot
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. event. ‘The end of hiftory is not to celebrate an
individual, but to inftruct the people, and give a
leflfon to governments. '

Previous to the death of Catharine, the monu.
ments of her reign refembled already fo many
wrecks and dilapidations : codes, colonies, educa-
tion, eftablifhments, manufa&ories, edifices, hofpij=
tals*, canals, towns, fortrefles, everything had been
begun, and everything given up before it was
finithed. As foon asa proje entered her head, all
preceding ones gave place, and her thoughts were
fixed on that alone, till a new idea arofe to draw
off her attention. She abandoned her code, to
drive the Turks out of Europe.  After the glorious
peace of Kainardgi, the appeared for awhile to at-
tend to the interior adminiftration of her affairs,
but all was prefently forgotton, that fhe might be
queen of Tauris. Her next projet was the re-eftab.
lilhment of the throne of Conftantine: to which
fucceeded that of humbling and punithing the king
of Sweden. Afterwards the invafion of Poland be-
came her ruling paffion ; and fo imperioufly did it
fafcinate her, that a fecond Pugatfhef might have
arrived at the gates of Peterfburg without inducing
her to relinquifh her hold. She died, again medi-
tating the deftruction of Sweden, the ruin of Pruf-
fia, and mortified at the fuccefs of French republi-
canifm. Thus was fhe inceflantly led away by

* One hofpital, however, founded by Catharine, deferves to be mentioned asa
chara@eriftic eftablifthment. Itis deftined for the reception of fifty ladies infected
with a certain difeafe. No quettion is afked, either as to the name ot qualiny ok
thofe who prefent themfelves, and they are treated with equal care, tevpelk, ™

diferetion, Thislag word is cven marked on the linen appointed for theit wie.
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fome new paffion fill fironger in its influence than
the preceding one, and thus neglected her govern-,
ment both in its whole and in its parts,

Medals have been ftruck in honor of numerous.
buildings which have never yet been conftruted ;
and, among others, the marble church, which, un-
dertaken fome twenty years ago, is ftill on the
ftacks. The fhells of other edifices, which have
never been finithed, appear like fo many ruins ;
and Peterfburg is encumbered with the rubbifh of a
variety of large manfions fallen to decay before they
have been inhabited. The projectors and archi.
teéts have pocketed the money ; and Catharine,
having the plan or medal in her cabinet, concluded
the undertaking to be finifhed, and thought of it
no more. B

The Peterfburg almanac gives a lift of upwards
of two hundred and forty towns founded by Ca-
tharine,—a number inferior, perhaps, to what
have been deftroyed by her armies ; but thefe towns
are merely fomany paltry hamlets, that have chang-
ed their name and quality by an immenno: ukase,
or fupreme order of her imperial majefty ; fome of
them even are nothing more than poft driven into
the ground, containing their name, and delinea-
ting their fcite ; yet, without waiting till they fhall
be finifhed, and particularly till they fhall be
peopled, they figure in the map as if they were
the capitals of fo many provinces.*,

# Catharine built, at an enormous expence neac Tzarfko-felo, the town of
Sophaia, the boundaries of which arc immenfe; but the houles axe a\xt?h o=
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Prince Potemkin has aétually built fome towns,
and conftruéed fome ports in the Crimea. They
are fine cages, but they have no birds; and fuck as
might be allured thither would fhortly die of cha-
grin, 'if they had not the power of flying away.
The Ruflian government is fubjugating and op-
preflive ; the Ruffian charatter warlike and defo-
lating, Tauris, fince it was conqured, has be-
come a defert*. oo '

- This mania of Catharine, to fketch everything
and complete nothing, drew from Jofeph II. a
very fhrewd and fatirical remark. During his
travels in Tauris, he was invited by her to place
the fecond ftone of a town, of which fhe had her-

ling down, and have never been inhabited. If fuch bethe lot of a town placed
immediately before her eyes, what muft be the fate of thofe cities founded by her
in the remote deferts? But the moft abfurd town that exifts is unqueftionably
that of Gatfhina, of which Paul has the honor to be founder. Thefe perfonages
look upon men as florks, whoare caught by placing a wheel on the top of a houfe
oron a belfrey. Butall thefe forced ereions, from the fuperb Pot{dam to the
contemptible Gatthina, tend to prove that the real founders of cities are cultiva~
tion, commerce and freedom,

* A friend of mine, a man of learning, was travelling in Tauris under the
protection of government, for the purpofe of inveftigating the country. One day
he arrived at the habitation of a Tartar, who led a patriarchal life, and treated him
with becoming hofpitality. "My friend, perceiving that his hoft ‘was dejected,
afked him the caule of his fadnefs : ¢ Alas! I have great reafon,’”” faid he. ¢ May
¢ 1 not be permitted to know it ?”’.....¢¢ The Ruffian foldiers, who are in the
& neighbeurhood, come every day and cut down my fruit-trees, that ferve me
% both for fhade and nourifhment, to burn them ; and thortly my bald head will
 be expofed to the burning heatof the fun.”.... ¢ Why do you not complain of
¢ this treatment to iheir chief?”” Lhave done fo.”” ¢¢ Well!”,...He told me I fhould
¢ be pz2id two rubles a foot for fuch as they had already cut down, and the fame
& for as many as they may cut down hereafter. But I do not want their money.
% Ah! let me at leatt die inpeace under the fhadow of the trees which my fathers
¢ have planted | orif this will not be, then muft I follow my unhappy bre-
¢ thren and fly my country, as they have been compelled to da befoie me?? and
the tears tridcl‘cd dowa the beard of this vencrable patriarch.
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felf, with great parade, laid the firft. On his re-

turn, he faid ¢ [ have finithed in a fingle day a very

¢« important bufinefs with the emprefs of Ruffia;

¢¢ fhe has laid the firft fione of a city, and I have
¢ laid the laft.”

Ofall themonuments ereted by her at Peterfburg
that will remain as long as they fhall not be {wal-
" lowed up by the fwamps, are thefuperb quay of the
Neva, and the equeftrian ftatue of Peter 1.* The
laft, however beautiful, is greatly inferior to the
accounts which hyperbolical travellers have given
of it. The following verfes from Delille may be
applied to it;

Du haut d’un vrai rochr, fa demeure fauvage,
La nature ferit de ces rocs contrefaits.

¢ On a wild rock nature contemptuous fits,
¢ And laughs to fcorn thefe idle counterfeits.””

The idea of placing the great tzar upon a ftu-
pendous and rugged rock, over which he had
climed, was certainly new and fublime ; but it has
been badly executed. The rock was brought from
Finland to the bank of the Neva with infinite
labour; was twenty-one feet in height, forty in

#* D’Orbeil addrefled fome verfes to Catharine, in which was the following
handfome quatrain:

C’eft par tes folns que lc bronze refpire

Sur ce recher de Thétis apergu,

Et que le tzar découvre fon empire

Plus vafte encore qu’il ne Pavoit congu.

¢ 'Twas thou that bid yon rock-built ftatue’s pride
¢¢ In breathing bronze o’erlook the diftant main ;

¢ Surveying hence his realms extended wide,
¢ The tzar ttill wondersathis vaft domain.”
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mgth, and covered with mofs feveral inches thick,
hich muft have been long accumulating. It was
eprived of its wild and primitive form to' give it
more regular appearance; and what with hewing
nd polithing, was at laft reduced in fize nearly one
alf ; fo that it is now a little rock under a great
orfe, and the tzar, who ought to be furveying
om it his empire, more vaft even than he had
»ceived, is hardly able to look into the firft floor
f the neighbouring houfes. By another abfurdi-
7, Peter appears in the long Ruflian coat, which
e particularly difliked, and obliged his fubjeéts to
uit and to fhorten. If this ftatue had a pedeftal
roportioned to its fize, it would be an admirable
erformance.

A pi&ure of Peterfburg and its manners under
he reign of Catharine, written in the fpirit of the
'iGture of Paris by the penetrating Tercier would
e a moft interefting performance, But this, like
I1 works of genius, has produced none hut bad
nitations, from the complete and perfect defcrip-
ion of Berlin by Nicolai, to that which a profeffor
veorgi has given of Peterfburg; they are all, too,
8 poor in ideas, and as deftitute of utility, asthey
re replete with minutenefles and detail. Count
Anhalt has given in the fame way a defcription of
he imperial houfe of the cadets, of which he was
tireGtor-general ; in which he tells us how many
tair.cafes, ftairs, windows, doors, and chimnies
here are in this immenfe building. This may do

L
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well for a perfon defirous to contra& for the cleans
ing of this edifice; but what inftruétion does:it
convey to the public*? . S

M. Storch, an induftrious and well-informed
young man, a Livonian, has publifhed a work un~
der the title of a Picture of Petersburg, which ought
not to be confounded with the infignificant ones
of which I have been' fpeaking; but it refembles
Peterfburg as the portrait of Lampi refembled Ca-
tharine ; it is too much in the Chinefe mode, and
without fhadings, as he himfelf prefented it. Storch,
however, only wanted one thing to render it pers
feét,—an opportunity of writing it in any other
country than Ruffia. He dedicated it to Catha-
rine, who rewarded the author for his flattering de-
lineations; but fhe afterwards expreffed her diffa-
tisfattion at his having adopted the French charac-
ters, when writing in- German his Statistical Pics
tures, another work which gives fome very accu.
rate information as to the political ftate of Ruffa. .

Peterfburg, fome parts of which are fingularly
magnificent and beautiful, does not badly refemble
the fketch of a grand piéture, in which are already
delineated a face fimilar to that of the Apollo Bel-
videre,and an eye fuch as would be given to Genius,

% This defcription of Peterfburg is even crroneous in its details. The author
of thefe memoirs has the honour of being mentioned in it among the literary cha-
ra&ers then refident in the city ; but, by a ftrange confufion of names, titles, and
works, general Melifino, major M*¥, and his brother, are made cne and the fame
perfondge; yet the writer was atually at Peterfburg, and knew thefe men, After
this what faith can be placed in deferiptions?
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while the reft is a chaos of unfinifhed ftrokes or of
-dotted lines.

As Peterfburg is inhabited by colonies of differ-
ent nations, nothing can. be more heterogeneous
than its manners and cuftoms; and, in general, it
is difficult to afcertain what is the prevailing tafte
or fathion. - The French tongue ferves as the con-
nefting tie between thefe yarious people, but many
other languages are equally {poken. Ifa company
be numerous, you will find in turn three languages
ufed, the Ruflian, the French, and the German;
and it is not uncommon, in the fame fociety, to
hear Greeks, Italians,” Englith, Hollanders, and
Afiatics, all converfing in their own dialect.

In Peterfburg, the Germans are artifts and me-
chanics, particularly taylors and fhoemakers ; the
Englith, faddlers and merchants; the Italians, ar-
chiteéts, fingers, and venders of images; but it is
difficult to fay what the French are. The greater
part change their occupation every year; one ar-
rives a lacquey, is made outschitel (a tutor), and
becomes a counfellor; others have been feen ac-
tors, managers, fhopkeepers, muficians, and officers,
in turn. There is na place fo convenient as Pe-
terfburg for obferving how inconftant,enterprifing,
ingenious, and adapted far everything, is the
French chara&er,

To afcertain the manners and cuftom of each
nation diftinétly, you muft fee them in theix houles
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—in the fireet they all appear like Ruffians. The
French play off their witticifms, fup gaily, and fing
fome old ballads of their country, which they have
not forgotten ; the Englith dine at five o’clock,
drink punch, and talk of commerce; the Italians
prad&ife mufic, dance, make grimaces and geftures,
and the fubjeéts of their converfation are the thea-
tres and the arts; in the houfes of the Germans,
you talk of fcience, fmokg, difpute, eat heartily,and
more than you like, from the abundance of theie
compliments; in thofe of the Ruffians you have
everything indifcriminately, and efpecially gam- .
ing, which is the foul of their parties and plea.
fures; but it does not exclude any of the other

- amufements. A foreigner, and particularly a
Frenchman, after winding along the inhofpitable
fhores of Pruffia, and traverfing. the wild and un-
cultivated plains of Livonia, is firuck with aftonith-
ment and rapture at finding again, in the midft of
a vaft defert, a large and magnificent city, in which
the fociality, amufements, arts and luxury abound,
which he had fuppofed nowhere to exift but in
Paris,

In a climate like that of Peterfburg, where are
fcarcely a few weeks of fine weather during the
whole year, and under a government like that of
Ruffia, where politics, morals, and literature are
excluded, the pleafures of fociety muft be very con-
tracted, and the enjoyments of domeftic life pro-
portionably increafed. - The luxury, however, and
Mudied conveniences, the fplendor and good tafte
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of the apartments, -the profufion and deligacies of
the table, the cheerfulnefs ind frivolity of the con.
verfation, repay the man of pleafure for the cone
ftraint in which nature and the government hold
both his body and his mind.. Of balls and enter-
tainments there is an infinite fucceffion ; and every
day he is probably invited to fome feaft, where he
finds in a fpacious houfe chefs doeuvres of all the
arts, and the produétions of every country, brought
together; and frequently even, in the midft of
winter, the gardens, the fruits, and flowers of

fpring.

Tzarfko-felo is an immenfe and dreary palace,
begun by Anne, finithed by Elizabeth, inhabited
by Catharine, and forfaken by Paul. 1Its fituation
is a fwamp, the country round it a defert, and the
gardens are dull and wearifome. The monuments

with which it has been adorned by Catharine, like
 the builings at Peterfburg, are fo many emblems
of her charaéter. By the fide of obelifks, roftral
columns and triumphal arches erefted to the Or-
lofs, Romanzofs, and Ruflian warriors, who fub-
jeCted the Archipelago, and for a moment recon-
quered Macedon, are feen tombs confecrated to
fome of her favourite dogs; and not far from thefe
is the maufoleum erected to the-amiable Lanfkoi,
the moft beloved of her favourites, and the only
one whom death tore from her embraces. Thefe
are records certainly of very different fervices, moft
familiarly placed together. Are we from this tq
imagine that a dog, a lover, and a hero, were 2\
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of equalimportance in the eyes of the imperial Ca-
tharine? Thefe monunients, however, will thortly
difappear in the dreary fwamps which ferve for
their foundation.

The Egyptians, who obliged the people they
conquered to labour, and the Romans, who ftrip-
ped every nation to embellilh Rome, executed '
fome immenfe works. The free Greeks diftin--
+ ‘guifhed themlelves by the tafte and elegance, rather
than the magnitude of their buildings; and Ruf-
fia was lately the only ftate that could undertake
thofe aftonithing edifices which we fo much admire
in antiquity; becaufe in Ruflia the men are flaves,
and, as in Egypt, coft only a few onions. It is
for this reafon we fee in Mofco and Peterfburg
fuch gigantic edifices. Meanwhile there is not fo
much as a road to unite thefe two capitals, which
are  only diftant about two hundred leagues from
each other. This alfo was one of the abortive pro-
Je&ts of Catharine; for the road fhe begun is an in-
cumbrance, and renders travelling flill more tire- -
fome and impracticable than before. But Catha-
rine preferred expending two or three millions of
rubles in building a gloomy marble palace for her
favourite, to the forming a road ; this latter was
too commen an undertaking for her genius*.

* Paul, fo far from finifhing the moft ufeful of thofe labours begun by his
mother, as the quays, canals, and high roads, has built, in his turn, churches and
palaces, though there were already morethan enough of both in Peterfburgh. But
the monuments he has ere@ed in greateft number, are houfes for military exercife,
barracks, guard-houfes, and particularly centry boxes. Bappily, however, all
thefe conftruétions are of wood, and will hardly outlat their founder.

-
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O Catharine! dazzled by thy greatnefs of which
1 have had a near view; charmed with thy benefi-
cence, which rendered fo many individuals happy;
feduced by the thoufand amiable qualities that have
been admired in thee, I would fain have erefted a
monument. to thy glory; but torrents of blood
flow in upon me, and inundate my defign; the
chains of thirty millions of flaves ring in my e€ars,
and deafen me; the crimes which have reigned in
thy name call forth myindignation. 1throw away
my pen and exclaim, < Let there be henceforth
“ no glory without virtue! Let injuftice and de.
¢ pravity be tranfmitted with no other laurels to.
« pofterity than the fnakes of Nemefis!”



CHAP. IIL

S ————

OF THE FAVOURITES,

point.....Inftallation of Zubof.....Lift of the twelve who enjoyed in fucceflion .

the title of favourite.....Little Hermitage.....Little Seciety.

ELIZABETH of England, Mary of Scotland,
Chriftiana of Sweden, all the emprefles of Ruffia,
and moft women who have been their own mif-
trefles, have had favourites or lovers. To confider
this as a crime might be thought too rigid and un-
gallant.  Catharine 1l. alone, however, availed
herfelf of her power to exhibit to the world an
example, of which there is to be found no model,
by making the office of favourite a place at court, -
with an apartment, falary, honours, preroga-
tives, and, above all, its peculiar funions; and
of all places there was not one, the duties of which
were fo fcrupuloufly fulfilled : a fhort abfence, a
temporary ficknefs of the perfon by whom it was
occupied, was fometimes fufficient to occafion his
removal. Nor perhaps was there any poft, in which
the emprefs difplayed more choice and difcern-
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ment ; I believe no inftance occurred of its having
been filled by a perfon incapable of it ; and except
the interregnum between Lanfkoi and Yermolof,
it was never twenty-four hours vacant.

Twelve favourites fucceeded each other in this
place, which becamethe firft of the ftate. Several of
thefe favourites, confining themfelves to the princi-
ple duty it prefented, and having little merit, ex-
cept the performing that duty well, had fcarcely any
influence except within the immediate fphere of
their peculiar department. Some however dif-
played ambition, audacity, and above all, felf-fuffi-
ciency ; obtained vaft influence, and preferved an
afcendancy over the mind of Catharine after having
loft her heart; while others continued to retain
her friendfhip and gratitude, and. when difmiffed
from their perfonal\attendance on the emprefs,
were thought worthy of ferving the empire in pub-

lic offices. o

It is a very remarkable feature in the chara&er

of Catharine, that none of her favourites incur-
»Ted her hatred or her vengeance though feveral of
them offended her, and their quitting their office
did not depend on herfelf. No one was ever feen
to be punifhed, no one to be perfecuted. Thofe
whom the difcarded went into foreign countries, to
difplay her prefents, and diflipate her treafures,
after which they returned, to enjoy her liberali-
ties with tranquility in the bofom of their coun-

M
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try, though their terrible miftrefs could have crufh-
ed them in a moment. In this refpect Catharine °
certainly appears fuperior to all other women. Was.
it greatnefs of mind, or defet of paffion 7 Perhaps
fhe never knew love ; perhaps fthe ftill refpected in

_her lovers the favours with which fhe had honour-
ed them. '

Soltikof, Orlof, and Lanfkoi, where all of whom |
fhe was deprived by death ; the reft furviving her
love, though they might have expofed her weak..
nefles, ftill poffefled in quiet, places or wealth, 5
which rendered them objeéts of envy to the whole 3
empire. She contented herfelf with difmiffing:
Korfakof, whom fhe furprifed even in her own -
apartments with one of her maids of honour: and
fhe refigned Momonof to a young rival. Afluredly
thefe are very extraordinary, features and very -
rare, in a woman, a lover, an emprefs. This great
and generous conduct is far removed fromthat of an :
Elizabeth of England, who cut off the heads of -
her favourites and her rivals ; and from that of a
Chriftina of Sweden, who caufed one of her lovers
to be affaffinated in her prefence. p

But Catharine, with all the genius and under-
ftanding which fhe evinced, notwithfianding the
exterior decency fhe affcéted, muft have tho.
roughly known and defpifed the Ruflians, fince the
ventured fo frequently to place by her fide young
men taken from the people, and hold them up to
receive the refpect and homage of the whole nation,
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without any other title to this diftin&ion than one
for which fhe ought to have bluthed.

It will be fufficient to relate how Zubof, her
laft favourite, was inftalled, to fhew my indignant
readers in what manner thefe affairs were ma.
naged.

Plato * Zubof was a young lieutenant in the
horfe-guards, patronifed by Nicholas Soltikof, to
whom he was a diftant relation, and to whom my
friend, who furnifhed me with part of thefe me-
mpirs, was at that time gid-de-camp. In this poft
he frequently found himfelf by the fide of Zubof,
and even fought this advantage at table. Zubof
fpoke French fluently ; he had had fome education,
was of a polite and pliant difpofition, could con-
verfe a little on literary fubjeéts, and had learned
-mufic. He was of a middle fize, but fupple, muf-
cular, and well made. He had a high and in-
telligent forehead, and fine eyes, and his counte-
nance had not that air of coldnefs and feverity
mixed with vanity, which it afterwards affumed.
When the emprefs went to Tzarfko-felo, in the
fpring of 1789, he folicited from his patron the
favour of being appointed to command the de-
tachment that attended her, and having obtain-
ed it, dined with Catharine. The court had
fearcely arrived, when the rupture with Momonof
took place. This favourite was married and difmif-

* This name led the courtiers to fay that Catharine ended with Rlaxomic\aue.
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fed. Zubof was the only young officer in fight;
and it appears, that he was indebted rather to
this fortunate circumftance, than to the deliberate
choice of Catharine, for the preference he obtained.
Potemkin being abfent, Nicholas Soltikof, at that -
time in high credit, introduced and ferved the
young Zubof with fo much the more zeal, hoping '
to find in him a proteétor againft the haughty Po-
temkin, whom he heartily difliked. After fome
fecret conferences in prefence of the Mentor*, Zu.
bof was approved, and fent for more ample infor-
mation to Mifs Protafof and the emprefs’s phy-
ficiant. The account they gave muft have been
favourable, for he was named aid-de-camp to the
emprefs, received a prefent of an hundred thoufand
rubles (2e,000/) to furnith himfelf with linen,
and was inftalled in the apartment of the favourites .
with all the cuftomary advantages. The next day,
this young man was feen familiarly offering his
arm to his foveréign, equipped in his new uniform,
with a large hat and feather on his head, attended
by his patron and the great men of the empire,
who walked behind him with their hats off, though
the day before he had danced attendance in their
antichambers. -

In the evening, after her card party was over,
Catharine was feen to difinifs her court, and retire,
accompanied only by her favourite.

# He was governor to the grand-dukes, and minifters at war.

+ Mifs Protajof was called L’ ePRoUvEwss, from her funticns. The phy.
fician to theemprefs was Mr. Rogerfon.
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Next day the antichambers of the new idol
were filled with aged generals, and minifters of
‘long fervice, all of whom bent the knee before him.

g He was a genius difcerned by the piercing eye of
Catharine; the treafures of the empire were la-

. vifhed on him, and the conduét of the emprefs was
fanctioned by the meannefs and thameful afliduities
of her courtiers*.

Perhaps the reader may have fome curiofity to

“ perufe a lift of thofe who enjoyed the title of fa.

vaurite to Catharine, and who reigned over Ruffia
more or lefs in the name of their auguft lover.

I. SERGIUS SOLTIKOF.

It is whifpered that he received Catharine’s firft

favours when fhe was only grand-duchefs; a hap-

. pinfs faid to have been denied by nature to the un-

* fortunate Peter III. Soltikof, beloved and happy,

. grew indifcreet, and excited jealoufy. Elizabeth

civilly banifhed him from court, and he died in
exilet.

2. STANISLAUS PONIATOFSKY

foon occafioned him to be forgotten. He was at
this time Polifh envoy at Peterfburg. Handlome,
gallant, and lively, he engaged the affeCtions of

® Zubof being one day hunting, ftopped with his fuit in the road from Pe-
terfburg to Tzarfko-felo. The courtiers who were going to court, the couriers, the
poft, all carriages, and all the peafants, were lupped; no one dared pafs till the
young man thought proper to quit the road ; and he ftaid in it more than an hour,
waiting for his game.

+ Soliikof had all the wit, agreeablenefs, and vanity of a young, Ruffva nathe-
man., He was the only one of Catharine’s favourites that fhe fe\c@ed oma
Fowerful family.  Her heast was not at that time guided by hex polities.
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the young Catharine. Peter I11. fometimes inter- -
rupted them, though he was little addited to jea..
loufy, and preferred his pipe, his bottley his foldiers
and his miftrels, to his lovely wife. It is well
known that Catharine, when feated on the imperial
‘throne, rewarded her lover with the crown of Po. -
land. His difaftrous reign evinced, that love, when
it beftows a crown, is as blind, as favour when it -
diftributes places and honours. Staniflaus was the .
moft amiable of men, but the weakeft of kings. -
How was it poffible that fo pufillanimous a being*
fhould for a moment have gained the efteem of Eu. ;
rope? Yet by whom was he not admired? How -
contradiftory was his conduét, compared with his
fentiments and his language! At the laft diet, the
generous nuncio Kamar faid to him publicly on per-
ceiving him waver, ¢ Whiat, fire! are you no longer
¢t the fame who faid to us, when figning the con.
¢ ftitution of the 3d of May, ¢ May my hand pe.
« rith rather than it fhould fubfcribe anything con-
¢ trary to this?*> AIl Europe charges you with
¢ being Catharine’s king ; juftify her at leaft for
¢« having put the fceptre into your hand, by fhow-
¢ ing that you are capable of wielding it*.” Yet
but a few days after the unworthy Staniflaus figned
that compaé which difmembered Poland for the
fecond time; and by which he formally acknow-
ledged himfelf facticus and rebellious, for eftablith-

* This brave Pole was interrupted in the midft of this fpirited fpeech, and
carried off by the Ruffian fatellites Rothenfeld and Piftor, worthy followers of the
barbarous Kretfchetmikof and Kakofsky. Heavens! what names! They who
bore them were ftill more rugged: yet thefe were the two men who conquered Po-

Jand in one campaign, and overturned the confitution of the 3d of May, which
a/l the nation feemed to dcfend.
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.ing a rational conftitution, which gave to him, as
king, more authority, and promifed his nation
more happinefs and freedom*. If at this period

~ he had at leaft abdicated his dignity, he would have
~ excited regard. He was incapable either of remain-
ing a king, or ceafing to be one: he had not even
the wit and pride of Harlequin, who, when his an-
tagonifts were ftruggling to get from him his
wooden fword, and he could defend it no longer,
threw it on the ground, faying, ‘¢ There, take
it!” Staniflaus chofe rather to drag on an old age
of difgrace, and go and die at Peterfburg in a ftate
of humiliationt.

Of all the favourites of Catharine, Staniflaus
was the only one whom fhe took pleafure in
humbling, after having exalted. Loyalty and pa-
triotifm, which appeared for an inftant to contend
with gratitude and fubmiffion in the heart of the

# He did not fign, however, without relu®ance. He faid to Sievers, who
fummoned him to repair to Grodno to head the confederates, ¢ I will never be
¢ guilty of fuch bafenets. Let the emprefs take back her crown: let her fend me
¢ to Siberia, or leave me to go out of my kingdom on foot, with my ftaft in my
% hand.-I will not difhonour myfelf.”” He was confined, kept fafting, threatened,
and then placed himfelf at the head of the confederacy. It was colonel Stackel-
berg, nephew of Ingelftreem, who finally brought him the treaty of partition. Sta-~
niflaus, on reading it, burft into tears, and faid, # O fir, take pity on me! Letme
“ not be compelled to fign my own difgrace !”” Stackelberg told him, that after
this facrifice he might enjoy a happy and tranquil old age. Wiping his cyes, he
replied, ¢ Well, I will hope fo;”” but his niece entering, he again wept plente~
oufly with her.

1 One court day after the acceflion of the prefent emperor, Staniflaus, whe
was in his train, bending under age and fatigue, was obliged to fit down in a
corner while three or four hundred courtiers were kifling the hand of Paul The
emperor, perceiving that the old king had fcated himfelf during this ceremony,
fent an aid.de-camp to him, to order him to keep on his legs.
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king, were crimes in the eye of the haughty tza-
ritza. She was indulgent in love, but implacable
in politics ; ambition was her ruling paffion, yet’
fhe always made the lover fubfervient to the em- _
prefs. ’

3. GREGORY ORLOF,

who enjoyed fuch long and diftinguifhed favour,
and whofe hiftory is fo intimately conneéted with
that of Catharine, feemed to fhare with her the,
throne on which he had placed her*. He enjoyed
all the power and honours united, which were af. ¢
terwards feen toadorn Potemkin, and burthen Zu. "
bof. He had much of the haughtinefs and firmnefs
of Potemkin. Though he was young and robuft,
his brother Alexius, a Herculesin firength and Go-
liah in ftature}, was aflociated with him in office,
The emprefs was then in the bloom of life. She
avowedly had a fon by Gregory, who was named
Bafil Gregorievitch Bobrirfky, and educated in the
corps of cadets; admiral Ribas, then tutor to that

#*If no mention be made of the revolution of 1762 in thefe Memoirs, it is be-
caufe Europe is made fufficiently acquainted with it by the hiftory left by Rhu-
liéres, which agrees in every point with what is univerfally known and believed
at prefent. I have repeatedly heard the pacticulars in Ruffia from perfons who
were a&ors in the bufinefs, and they were very nearly the fame with thofe which
1 have finca read in Rhuliéres.

+ It was this Alexius Orlof, who, with Paffick and Baratinfky, was con,_
cerned in the death of Peter III. He afterwards rendered himfelf famous by his
eapeditions in the Archipelago, and particularly by the battle of Tchefme, fiom
which he received the furname of Tcnefminky. His infamy in carrving off from
Tualy a daughter of the empre(s Elizabeth, ferved to render him completcly odioug
and exccrable, ift fpite of his ufurped laurels. He is at prefent banithed to Ger-
many, where he endeavours in vaia to obtain notice by Fis luxury and cxpenfive
maaner of living. He is avoided and detefted.
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corps, being afterwards appointed his governor¥,
Two pretty maids of honour, whom Protafof, firft
Jemme-de-chambre, educated as het nieces, are like-
wife reputed to be Catharine’s”daughters by Or-
lof. It was for this celebrated favourite fhe ereéted
the gloomy marble palace, the infcription on which
informed all the world that it was ereted by grate.
ful friendthip. In honour of him likewife fhe or- -
dered a large medal to be ftruck, on occafion of
the journey he took to Mofco to re-eftablith order,
and being particularly inftrumental in flopping
the dreadful ravages of the plague. On this medal
he is reprefented as Curtius, leaping into the gulf,
with this infcription: Russia too can boast such sens.
The palace at Gatfhina now inhabited by Paul, is
another monument to prince Orlof. Twelve
years intimacy, added to the haughtinefs of this
lover, atlength wearied his fovereign, now firmly
eftablithed on the throne; and after a long conteft,
Potemkin bore off the laurel. The triumph of his
rival, and the inconftancy of Catharine, whom he
openly accufed of ingratitude, had fuch an effet
on him, that his health was deftroyed, his mind
deranged, and the once proud, powerful and mag-
nificent Orlof died in the moft horrible ftate of in-
fanity and human infirmity+.

* This Bobrintky ftrongly refembles his mother in the face, and whoever fees
the head of Catharine on a ruble, may fee the Jikenefs of her fon. He has diftin-
guithed himfelf by his diforderly life, though he has fenfe, and is not devoid of
information. He was banithed to Efthonia, but Paul recalled il at his acceffion,
and made him a major in the horfe-guards. Not long after, however, he fell into
difgrace.

+ Many affert that Potemkin poifoned him with an herb, which pofefies toe
quality of turning the brain, and which the Ruffians call plannaia trava, ** drudes

4 ard’s plant.”
N
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4. VASSILTSCHIKOF,

whom Panin introduced during an abfence of Orlof,
filled up the interval that took place between the
two haughty rivals. He was merely the tool of
Catharine’s pleafures.

§. POTEMKIN,

came one day, and boldly feized on the apartments
of his predeceflor ; thus proclaiming ‘his victory,
by making himfelf mafter of the field of battle, fo
long difputed againft him. His love, his valour,
and his coloffal ftature, had charmed Catharine.
He was the only one of her favourites who dared
become enamoured of her, and to make the firft
advances. It appeared that he was truly and ro-
mantically captivated by her*. He firft adored his
fovereign as a miftrefs, and then cherithed her as
his glory. Thefe two great charadters feemed
formed for each other : their affeétion was mutual ;
and when they ceafed to love, they ftill continued
to efteem each other : politics and ambition united
them, when Love had diffolved his bands.

-1 leave to travellers the office of defcribing the
pomp of his entertainments, the laborious luxury
of his houfe, and the value of his diamonds ; and to

#* There is 2 Ruffian fong ef his extant, beginning KAKsKORO1A TERE vI-
DAL, &c. which he compofed when firft in love. It breathes fentiment, and de-
ferves to be tranflated. The following is the fenfe of what I recolleét of it:
6¢ Asfoon as I beheld thee, I thought of thee alone: thy lovely eyes captivated
6 me, yet I trembled to fay Iloved. To thee, Love fubjeés every heart, and
¢ enchains them with the fame flowers. But, O heavens! what torment, to
6 Jove one to whom ] dare not declare it ! one who can never be mine! Cruel
¢ gods ! why have you given her fuch charms! or why did you exalt her fo high?
¢ Why did you deftine me to love her, and her alone ? her, whofe facred name
% will never pafs my lips, whofe charming image will never quit my heat v &,
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German fcribblers, to relate how many bank-notes
he had bound up as books in his library, and what
he paid for the cherries, a plate of which he was ac-
cuftomed to prefent every new year’s day to his
auguft fovereign; or the coft of his fturgeon foup,
which was his favourite dith ; or how many hun-
dred miles he would fend a courier-for a melon, or
a nofegay, to prefent to one of his miftrefles*.
They who wifh to fee a charatteriftic portrait of
him, may find one drawn in a fuperior manner in
the work intitled Histoire de Catharine 11. ; as the
particulars of Potemkin’s life would carry me too
far. Befides, one of my friends who attended him.
in his campaigns is at prefent employed on the fub.
ject, and is more capable of fatisfying the curiofity
of the public refpeéting this extraordinary man,

He created, deftroyed, or confufed, yet animated
everything. When abfent, he alone was the fub-
je& of converfation ; when prefent, he engaged
every eye. The nobles, who detefted him, and
who made fome figure when he was with the army,
feemed at his fight to fink into nothingnefs, and to
be annihilated before him. The prince de Ligne,

* Potemkin hadin his fuit an officer of high rank, named Bauer, whom he
fent {ometimes to Paris for a dancer, then to Aftrakan for a water-melon; now
to Poland, to carry orders to'his tenants ; to Peterfburg, tocarry news to Catha-
fine; or to the Crimea, to gather grapes. This ‘officer, who thus fpent his life
taavelling poft, requefted an cpitaph to be rcady for him in cifc he fhould break

his neck, and one of his fricnds gave him the following :

‘Cy git Bauer fous ce rocher :
Fouelle, cocher !

¢« Here Bauer lies, beneath this flones
¢ Coachman, drive on I””
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who was his tale-bearer and flatterer*, faid, ¢ There
¢ is fomething barbaroufly romantic in his charac-
‘¢ ter ;” and he fpoke the truth. His death left an
immenfe void in the empire, and that death was as
extraordinary as his life, He had fpent nearly a
year at Peterfburg, indulging in all kinds of plea-
fure, and even debauchery, forgetting his glory,
and difplaying his wealth and influence with infult-
ing pomp. He received the greateft men of the
empire as footmen, fcarcely deigned to notice the
grand-duke, and fometimes entered Catharine’s
apartments with his legs bare, his hair about his
ears, and in a morning gown. Old marfhal Repnin
availed himfelf of his abfence from the army to beat
the Turks, and force them to demand peace, doing
more in two months than Potemkin had done in
three years. The latter, who withed fill to pro-
long the war, was roufed at the news, and fet off };
but he carried death in his veins, On his arrival at
Jafly, where his head-quarters had long been eftab.

* He told him, in one of his letters, which the prince’s vanity induced him
to make no fecret ; ¢ Your auguft and amiable fovereign is indebted to you for
¢ more marks of gallantry than Loeuis XIV. was to all his courticrs together.”
The furmife, however, was wrong. The duke de la Feuillade cre@ed a fuperb
fatue to his mafter at his own expenfe. Potemkin never paid Catharine a com-
pliment equal to this.

+ Hisinterview with Repnin was an amufing fcege: ¢ You little martinift
€ prieft (1),” faid he, ¢‘how dared you undertake fo' many things in my ab-
fence? Who gave thee any fuch orders?” Repnin, enraged at this fpeech, and
emboldened by fuccefs, dared for once behave to him with firmnefs. I have
¢ ferved my countiy, he anfwered: my head is not at thy difpofal,and thou art
¢ adevil whom I defy.”” Sayingthis, he went out of the room in a rage, fhutting
the door on Potemkin, who followed him with his clenched fift. The two herocs
of Ruffia were within an ace of going to loggerheads together,

€r) Repnin was a zealous Martinift, - -
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lithed, or, to fpeak more properly, his capital and
his court, he was gloomy, melancholy, confumed
with vexation, and impatient under his difeafe.
He determined to wreftle with it, and overcome it
by his iron conftitution : he laughed at his phyfi»
cians, and ate falt meat and raw turnips. His dif
eafe grew worfe : he would be conveyed to Otcha-
kof, his beloved conqueft ; but he had fcarcely ad-
vanced a few miles, before the air of his carriage
feemed to flifle him. His cloak was fpread by the
road-fide ; he was laid on it, and there expired in
the arms of his niece Branicka, who accompanied
him. Catharine fainted three times when fhe
heard of his death - it was neceffary to bleed her:
fhe was thought to be dying. She exprefled al-
moft as much grief as at the death of Lanfkoi: but
it was not the lover fhe regretted ; it was the friend,
whofe genius was affimilated with her own, whom
fhe conflidered as the fupport of her throne, and
the executor of her vaft projets. Catharine, hold-
ing an ufurped {ceptre, was a woman, and timid :
fhe was accuftomed to behold in Potemkin a pro.
tetor, whofe fortune and glory were intimately
conneted with her own. Sheappeared to feel her-
felf again a ftranger ; fhe began to fear her fon, and
now took for her fupport her grandfon Alexander,
who was juft rifing out of infancy, with intent to
oppofe him to his father.

‘What a contraft, what a leflon, does the death
of the three greateft perfonages in Ruffia offer!
Orlof, who reigned twelve years by the fide of
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Catharine, died in a ftate of wretched infanity.
Potemkin, the powerful, the magnificent Potem..
kin, the foundert of fo many palaces and cities, the
conqueror of a kingdom, expired on the road-fide;
and Catharine herfelf fell down in her water-clofet,
and died on the floor with a lamentable fhriek!

- The wealth of Potemkin has been exaggerated :
it was far thort of that of Mentchikof, and ftill lefs
of what the unworthy Biren amafled. Even the
laft favourite poflefled more. It is true Potemkin
had immediate accefs to the treafures of the ftate ;
but he alfo {pent a great deal for the ftate, and thew-
ed himfelf as much grand-prince of Ruflia as fa-
vourite of Catharine. Zubof had equal command
over the public treafury, and never expended a ru-
ble for the public.

Potemkin was diftinguithed -from all his col-
leagues in not lofing the confidence of the emprefs
when he no longer pofleffed her heart. Ambition
fucceeded love in his breaft, and he ftill retained all
his influence, infomuch that every fucceeding fa-
vourite was appointed by hlm, and remained f{ub-
ordinate to him.

6. ZAVADOFSKY
-

" was the man whom Potemkin prefented to Catha-
rine, to fucceed in fulfilling the office of private
favourite. He was young, vigorous, and well
made ; but Catharine’s inclination for him was
foon atan end. He had been fecretary: his dif-
gracc made no noife ; he continued to be employed
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in the affairs of the cabinet, and was made a privy
counfellor.

7. ZORITCH,

on whom the inconftant Catharine next caft her
eye, is the only foreigner whom fhe ventured to
create favourite during her rcign. He was a Ser-
vian, who had been taken prifoner by the Turks,
and made his efcape from Conftantinople, where he
was confined as a flave. He appeared at court for
the firft time in thedrefs of an huffar. His beauty
dazzled every eyc, and the old ladies in Ruffia ftill
fpeak of him as an Adonis. Prote&ed at firft by
Potemkin, he was defirous of fhaking off his yoke,
quarrelled with him, and challenged him to fight
aduel. His mind was not fufficiently cultivated to
captivate that of Catharine, who difmiffed him at the
end of twelve months loaded with favours. He ob-
tained the town of Schklof, which was ere¢ted into
a kind of fovereignty for him, an inftance fingular
of its kind in Ruflia. There he lives as a prince,
holding a court, and receiving firangers. If he be
enriched with the fpoils of the ftate, he returns part"
of them to it very nobly. He has founded at
Schklof a corps of cadets, where two hundred
young officers are educated at his expenfe. Not.
withftanding thefe occupations, and the gaming,
theatrical exhibitions, and other amufements in
which he engages, and by which he ruins himfelf,
he is tired of his principality. Some years ago he
is faid to have folicited permiffion to make his ap-
pearance again : it was not granted. Yau\, \\w«-
ever, has juft called him to court.
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8. KORSAKOF,

a fort of Ruffian fop, was raifed to the rank of fa.
‘vourite from that of ferjeant in the guards at the
palace, where Catharine noticed him. He was
either faithlefs or ungrateful. Catharine herfelf
furprifed him in the arms of the handfome coun-
tefs Bruce, her maid of honour and confidant.
Struck with aftonifhment, fhe withdrew, and would
never again fee her lover or her friend. This was
the only vengeance flie exercifed againft them.

> 9. LANSKOI,

oneof the horfe-guards, had obtained fome repu.
tation*. He was foon the moft beloved of Catha-
rine’s lovers, and appeared moft worthy to be fo.
He was handfome, graceful, and accomplithed, an
admirer of the arts, a friend to talents, humane,
and beneficent. Every one feemed to fhare the {o-
vereign’s predile&ion for himi. Perhaps he would
have acquired as much influence by the qualities of
his mind, as thofe of his heart procured him parti-
fans. Potemkin feared him, and, it is said, gave
him poifon. He died with horrible pains in his
bowels. Catharine in vain lavifhed on him the
moft tender cares; her lips received his laft breath.
She thut herfelf up for feveral days, which fhe paffed

* All the officers who had, orthought they had, fine perfons endeavoured on
every occafion to throw themfelves in Catharine’s way. Even at court the nobles
would fometimes give place to a handfome man, knowing that nothing pleafed
their fovereign fo well as to traverfe her apartments between two rows of hand-
fome youths. It was a fituation which men eagerly fought after, and exhibited
themfelves to the greateft advantage; and, indecd, many families founded their
Jopes on fome young relation, whom theycompelled to throw himfelf in the way

of fuch good fortunc.,
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in all the violence of ‘grief. She accufed heaven,
would die, would ceafe to reign, and fwore never
to love again. She really loved Lanikoi, and her
affli®ion turned into rage againft the phyfician,
who could not fave him, and who was obliged to
throw himfelf at his fovereign’s feet, and requeft
her pardon for the impotence of his art. A de-
cent and affli¢ted widow, fhe went into mourning
for her lover, and, a ngw Artemifia, erefted for -
him a fuperb moufoleum near Tzarfko-felo. . She
fuffered more than a year to elapfe before his place
was again filled ; but like another Ephefian ma-
tron fhe gave him an unworthy fucceffor. This
was ' :

10. YERMOLOF,

the leaft amiable, and leaft ftriking in figure of all
fhe had chofen, who was at length to confole her
for the handfome, the tender Lanfkoi. He dif-
pleafed Potemkin, however, before he ceafed to
pleafe Catharine, and the haughty prince demanded
and obtained, the difmiffal of this favorite, who
did not continue two years in office,

11. MOMONOF,

who had difputed the place with Yermolof, fuc-

ceeded to it. Momonof was amiable, and his buft

was a perfe€t model; but he was not well made.

Catharine approved and loved him, and would

have done fo long ; but he was foon difgufted with

the faded charms of a miftrefs of fixty. ‘
o
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- He became enarmoured of the young princefs
Scherbatof, and had the courage to avow it, de-
manding permiffion to marry her. Catharine had
pride and generofity fufficient to grant his requeft,
without any reproaches. She faw him married at
court to the object of his honoraktle attachment,
and fent him to Mofco loaded with prefents.

12, ZUBOF.

The rife of this laft favorite has been explain-
ed at the beginning of this chapter. He was not
quite five.and-twenty years old, the emprefs was
upwards of fixty*. She finithed by treating him as
much like a child as a lover, took upon herfelf the
care of his education, and grew more and more
attached to her own work, which became her
idol. Yet even at this advanced period of bher life
fhe was feen to revive the orgies and lupercalia
which fhe had formerly celebrated with the bro-
thers of Orlof, Valerian, a younger brother of
Zubof, and Peter Solikof, their friend, were
aflociated in office with the favourite. With
thefe three young libertines did Catharine, fpend
her days, while her armies were flaughtering the
Turks, fighting with the Swedes, and ravaging
Poland ; while her people were groaning in wretch-
ednefs and famine, and devoured by extortioners
and tyrants.

* # Catharine was two years older than the almanac exprefled. As fhe was
older than Peter III. Elizabethtook off thefetwo years when fhe fent for her into
- Ruffia; and there are old German calendars, which prove that fhe was born in
3727. This is but an opinion, however, which feveral diipute, and which [ have
it not in my power to verify.
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It was at this Jun&ure fhe formed a more inti-
mate fociety, compofed of her favourites and moft
trufty ladies and courtiers. This fociety met two
or three times a week, under the name of the
Little Hermitage. The parties were frequently
mafqued, and the greateft privacy prevailed. They
danced, reprefented proverbs, played, joked,
romped, and engaged in all forts .of frolics and
gambols (jouoit & des jeux d'esprit, d des jeux de
gages, et d des jeux de mains): in fhort, there was
no kind of gaiety which was not permitted. Leof
Narithkin adted the fame part there as Roquelaure
at the court of Louis X1V ; and a fool by title,
Matrona Danilofna, feconded him. This was an
old goffip, whofe wit confifted only in uttering the
moft abfurd vulgarities; and as the enjoyed the
common right of fools, that of faying anything,
fhe was loaded with prefents by the lower order
of courtiers. Such foreign minifters as enjoyed
the favor of the emprefs, were fometimes admitted
to the Little Hermitage. Segur, Cobenzel, Sted-
ing, and Naflau, chiefly enjoyed this diftinction;
but Catharine afterwards formed another affembly,
more confined and more myfterious, which were
called the Lirtle Society. The three favourites of
whom we have juft been {peaking, Branicka, Pro-
talof, and fome confidential women and valess. de-
chambre, were its only members. In this the
Cybele of the north celebrated her moft fecret
myfteries. The particulars of thefe amufements
are not fit to be repeated, and the public will ot
nothing worth preferving by their remaining ton-
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cealed. The author has burned all his memoran-
dums, which could afford any information on the
fubjeét, *

I might have enlarged this chapter, with the
furnames, titles, and dignities of each favorite;
but they would not be worth paper and print, and
do not deferve even to be mentioned. It is well
known that Catharine, after having heaped upon
her minions all the places, titles and orders of
knighthood of Ruffia, wrote to Vienna to obtain
for them fucceffively patents of count and prince of
the Holy Roman Empire. The orders of Poland
and Pruffia bedaubed alfo the favorites. Potemkin
and Zubof, when they difplayed all their decora-
tions looked like the hawkers of ribbands and
tricketets at a fair,

Paul is more of a Ruffian than his mother; he
is of opinion, that a count or prince of the Greek
empire is fuperior to a count or prince of the Ro-

~man empire. Under Catharine, the Ruffian kniaz
was made a German prince ; under Paul the Ger-
man prince is raifed to the dignity of a Ruffian
kniaz, I fhall not take upon me to decide the
queftion of precedence. )

In the like manner I fhall pafs over the gifts
and prefents beftowed on the favourites. I could
mention only what they have received publicly as
recompenfes ; and however enormous the fum may
appear®, it was not equal to the gifts lavifhed on

" % [ }3vea pretty accurate lift : the fura is greater by oncthird than that given
i the book ixntitled; Hiftoire De Catharine 1.
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them in fecret. 'Who can calculate what the Or-
lofs, Potemkin, and the Zubofs received ? Had they
not accefs to the imperial treafury, without ren-
dering any account of the fums they took from it ?
and were not places, rank, juftice, impunity, nay,
even foreign alliances, peace and war, purchafed
of them, and of their creatures* ?

* Valerian Zubqf, a _few months after he had fhared with his brother the
favorsof Catharine, ftaked thirty thoufand rubels (3000l.) on a fingle card at faro;

and this young man poffefles, as has been obferved, part of the immenfe domains
of the dukes of Courland.



CHAP. 1IV.

ACCESSION OF PAUL.

Rigorous proceedings towards the guards....The wacht-parade.....Favers and
difgraces..... his occupations.....profcription of round hats and Ruffian harnefs... .
Re-eftablifhnient of ctiquette.....Its ridiculousor crucl confcquences.....Change
in the army, and in civil affairs....Peafants.....Scldato-mania... .Office of

punifhment.....Finances,

ONE of the greateft crimes of which Catharine
was guilty, was her conduét to that fon in whofe
right fhe governed Ruffia five-and-thirty years. In
his infancy he evinced qualities which were ftifled
by her ill treatment. He had fenfe, aétivity, a difpo-
fition for the fciences, and fentiments of order and
juftice ; but all thele perithed for want of being
cultivated. Hoer diflike towards him has been ur-
ged as a proof of his being the fon of Peter III.
and this proof is of confiderable weight. She
could not bear him, kept him at a diftance from
her, furrounded him with fpies, held him in re-
ftraint, expofed him to every kind of humiliation ;
and while her favorites, inferior to her fon in years,
governed Ruflia and wallowed in-wealth, he lived

-
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retired, infignificant, and in want of neceflaries.
Thus fthe foured his temper, and rendered him ca-
pricious and fufpicious. Affuredly a mother muft
be highly culpable who infpires her own child
with hatred and contempt. But what other fen-
timents could he entertain? Not fatisfied with
depriving him of the affetion and prerogatives
that he ought to have enjoyed as a fon, the relolved
to take from him likewife the rights and pleafures
of a father. His wife came almoft every year to
lay in at Tzarfko-felo, and left her children there in
‘the hands of ftrangers. They were brought up
under Catharine, without the father or mother
having the leat influence in their education, or
authority over their conduét. Latterly, they were
even whole months without feeing them. Thus
fhe fought to alienate the hearts of thefe children
from parents whom they fcarcely knew. Here,
however, Paul ceafes to infpire intereft; here he
no longer appears the timid and refpectful child,
but the fearful imbecil father. What man is bafe
enough not to claim the facred rights of paternity?
Why had he not the fpirit to fay to his mother,
¢ You have my crown; keep it; but refiore me my
¢« children ; leave me at Icaft an enjoyment which
“ you do not envy in your loweft flaves.” He who
finds not in his heart fufficient motivesto hold fuch
language, and to aét conformably to it, deferves
not'praifc as a refpeétful fon, but rather blame, as.
a thoughtlels, unfeeling father*.

* The duke of Wirtemburg, brother to the prefent emprefs, a&ed in a more
becoming manner. Catharine being defirous of taking charge of his children, b
declared that he would rather dic than give them up. She dwf not ventorete
proceed to cxtremities, and Be took them with him eut of the country.
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Death took Catharine by furprife. It is evident
to thofe who were acquainted with her court, and
the unfortunate eftrangement between the mother
and fon, that fhe entertained a with to have an-
other fucceffor. The dread of refleGting on the end
of her days, and on that of her reign, which fhe
feared ftill more, with the death of Potemkin¥*,
prevented her from accomplithing this proje&t,
while fhe had time for it, or from confirming it by
awill. The youth of the grand-duke Alexander,
and ftill more the goodnefs of his head, and heart,
were afterwards obftacles to the execution of her
defign. Her predileétion for the young prince,
however, worthy no doubt of a purer fource, was
very firiking; and her private conferences with
him began to be frequent and myfterious. Per-
haps the might in time have fucceeded in endea-
vours to ftifle in him the voice of nature, have cor-
rupted his underftanding and his morals, and
driven him imperceptibly to aét a deteftable part
towards his father. After La Harpe had quitted
him, after a feparate court was eftablifhed for him,
and fome perfons of merit removed; he was the
worft attended and leaft occupied of princes. His
days were fpent alone with his wife, or with his
valets, or in the fociety of his grandmother. He
lived more effeminate and obfcure than the heir of
a fultan in the haram of a feraglio. This kind of
life muft at length have ftifled all his excellen qua-

. % Many have fuppofed that fhe entertained a defign of making Potemkin
king of Taurica, in order ta have his fupport in difinheriting Paul; and proclaiming

_ Alexander tzarevitch,
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lities. Had he been willing, or had Catharine even
been able to fpeak but a few words before fhe died,
Paul probably would never have reigned. Who
would have declared for him? and to what rights
could he have appealed*? If the Ruffians have no
fixed rights, ftill lefs have their fovereigns.” Since
Peter I. who arrogated to himfelf the power of no-
minating his fucceflor, the throne of the tzars has
been occupied by fcarcely any other than ufurpers,
who have overturned each other with more barba-
rity and confufion than the fucceffors of Ottoman.
Catharine I. became emprefs, becaufe Mentchikof

#* I am aware that Paul was proclaimed tzarevitch, or heir to the throne.
Since his acceffion, he has attempted to remove the confufion that prevails in the
fucceffion of the tzars, by an act which he promulgated at his coronation, and
which he had framed in concert with his wife, in the form of a will, {o carly as the
year 1788 ; confequently when he was only grand-duke, and of courfe could difpofe
of nothing. The year 1788 was the time when Potemkin was in the zenith of his
power. It appears that Paul, at that junéure, apprehended fome unhappy catal-
trophe, fince hie made thefe arrangements : In fa&, it was then in agitation to dif-
inherit him, and divide the empire between his eldeft fon and Potemkin.

In this a&, Paul, thongh merely grand-duke, arrogates to himfelf the fame
right as Peter I.—that of nominating his fucceffor. Accordingly he bequeaths the
empire to his eldeft fon, and his male defcendants ; failing thefe alfo, his female
defcendants were to fucceed in an order which Paul laid down, gndeavouring to pre-
vent and regulate all the inconveniences that could accur to the end of time.

That the fon fhould be heir to the father is a natural right, but there can be no
right by which an emperor thall nominate his fucceffor, and bequeath an empire
like an eftate. Let us fuppofe, however, that a Ruffian fovereign is aétually pof-
fefled of this power, how can one take it from the reft, orreftrict it, by nominating
the fucceffor of his fucceflor? Is not Alexander or Conftantine to enjoy the fame
power as Paul? Is it not treafonable to fuppofe the contrary? Such are the incon-
veniences in which they involve themfelves who build upon errors and prejudices,
and contemn the laws of nature and nations, The laws which iffue from their
brains having no fupport but the power that promulgates them, perith with it. A
hundred years hence, a Ruffian ecmperor will not tumble over the old papers of
Paul, to know how he fhall aét: for before that time, perhaps, events may take
place which will infpire in"o the minds of the Ruffians ideas more clear and fimgls,

P
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had the boldnefs to proclaim her*; Peter 1. reigned
by virtue of a will; Anne was eleéted by a council,
the fenate, and the army; lvan was made emperor
by a ukafe; Elizabeth faid, in her manifefto, that
fhe afcended the throne of her father becaufe the
people willed it, and the guards revolted ; and on
thefe grounds fhe condemned a prince in the cradle
to a perpetual prifon; and his relations as inne-
cent as himfelf fuffered the fame fate.  Peter IIL.-
reigned by favour of Elizabeth; and when he was-
dethroned, Catharine 11. afcending the throne of
Ruflia, declared, that heaven itfelf had called her to
it. A fon fupplanting his father would not, after
fuch a feries, have excited any remarkable difguft,
but the fudden death of Catharine happily pre-
vented that cataftrophe. The dreadful fhriek fhe
gave as fhe expired, was the voice that proclaimed
Paul emperor of all the Ruflias. His wife was the
firft who fell at his feet, and paid him homage with
all her children; he raifed her up, embraceq her
" and them, giving them affurance of his imperial and
paternal kindnefs. The court, the chief officers of
the different departments and of the army, all who
were on the fpot, came then to proftrate themfelves,
and take the oath to him,each according to his rank
and feniority. A detachment of guards conducted
him into the palace, and the officers and foldiers
arriving in hafte from Pavloflky and Gatthina,
fwore fealty to him; the heads of the different col-
leges haftened to take the fame oath. The empe-

* It was pleafantly faid on that accafion, that a journeyinan pafisy-cosk pra-
clzimed 2 fervant maid eroprefs of all the Ruthas.
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ror repaired himfelf to the fenate to receive it ; and
this memorable night paffed without difturbance
or cenfufion.

The next day, Paul was proclaimed emperor
everywhere, and his fon Alexander ¢zarevitch, or
heir prefumptive to the throne. Thus, after five-
and-thirty years fpent amid reftraints, denials, of-
fences, arid contempt, the fon of Catharine, at the
age of forty three, found himfelf at length mafter
of himfelf, and of all the Ruflias. The firt fteps:
which he took feemed to contradict the reports of’
his ftern and capricious difpofition. He had long
fuffered by the abufes and diforders of the court:
bred in the fchool of misfortune, the crucible in
which great minds are refined, and little ones eva-
porate ; a diftant fpeator 6f affairs, fcrutinizing
the plans and conduét of his mdther, he had had
thirty years leifure to regulate his own. Accord-
ingly it appeared that he had in his pocket a mul-
titude of regulations ready drawn up, which he had
nothing to do- but unfold, and put in execution
with aftonithing rapidity *. '

Far from imitating the condu® which his mo-
thewheld with refpe to him, he immediately called
his fons about him, entrufted each with the com.-
mand of one of the regiments of guards, and made
the elder military governor of Peterfburg, an im-
portant poft, which chained the young prince to.

* His intimates had long been in pofleffion of his military regulations; whickh

he put in exccution at Gatfhina and Pavlofsky, and wiich in 2 moment becats
thotc of all the Ruffian aramies,
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his father’s fide. His firft behaviour towards the
emprefs furprifed and delighted every one. He
fuddenly changed his conduét towards her, afigned
her a confiderable revenue, increafed thofe of his
children in proportion, and loaded his family with
carefles and kindneffes.

His conduét towards the favourite likewife had
every feature of generofity.. He appeared moved
with his affliction; and acknowledging the attach-
ment he fhewed to his mother, continued him in
his offices in flattering terms ; faying, when he de.
livered to him the cane of command, which is
borne by the general aide-de-camp upon duty:
¢« Continue to execute thofe functions about the

_ ¢ corpfe of my mother; I hope you will ferve me
¢¢ as faithfully as you have ferved her.”

The minifters, and the heads of the different
departments, were likewife confirmed in their em-
ploy in condefcending terms; and the moft pow-
rerful were even promoted, and loaded with addi-
tional favours.

The firft ukafe he iffued announced pacific dif- -
pofitions, and muft particularly have attached the
nobility to him. A levy of recruits recently or-
dered by Catharine, which would have taken one
peafant in every hundred, was {ufpended and an-
nulled by this ukafe. This levy, however, was a
few months after renewed. .
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Every hour, every moment announced fome
‘wife change, fome juft punithment, or fome merited
favour. The court and city were furprifed. Peo-
ple began tc imagine that his character had been
miftaken, and that his long melancholy pupillage.
had not entirely depraved it. All the world faw
itfelf happily deceived in its expectations, and the
condu@ of the grand-duke was forgotten in that of
the emperor ; but which was too foon brought again
into remembrance. Let us beftow a few minutes
more on the hopes of happme& which he promifed
his empire.

The firft two political fieps taken by Paul in-
fpired confidence, gained the nobility, and fuf-
pended two horrible fcourges which Catharine, at
her dedth, feemed to have bequeathed to Pruffia—
war, and a ftate of bankruptcy.. Shehad at length
refolved to act direftly againft France, by fuccour-
ing the emperor of Germany, and attacking Pruf-
fia*. In confequence, fhe had iffued orders for raif-
ing near a hundred thoufand recruits. The coffers of
the ftate being emptied, and affignats multiplied to
fuch a point, that they were threatened with the
fame fate as thofe of Frapcet; fhe thought proper
to double her current coin, by giving every piece
of money twice its former value. Paul quathed

* This fcheme of Catharine is incontrovertible ; fhe refolved to drive the king
of Pruffia back to the borders of the Rhine with her cannon, To make him fegy

the abfolute neceflity of returning to the coalition, the fomented revolts in Pruffia,
3t Dantzic, and in Silefia.

{ At this jup&ure they fell fixty per cent.
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thefe two difaftrous meafures, which had already
began to be carried into execution. At the fame
time he broke off the treaty of fubfidy with Eng-
land which was on the carpet ; not that it was his’
intention, as had been publithed abroad, to ac-
knowledge the French republic, but becaufe his’
imperial pride was, not without reafon, above en-'
tering into the pay of England, like a petty ftate*.

Kofciufzko, who has been called the laft of the
Poles, as Philopcemen was the laft of the Greeks,
was made prifoner of war, as all the world knows,
when defending his country againft the attacks of
foreigners. He was, however, detained as a ftate
criminal, though he was always better treated}

* It is faid, however, that he receives at prefent large fubfidies from England,
out it is in Englifh goods; and Paul has cftablifhed warchoufes, where they are
fold on his account. This trade of the crown is not new : feveral of the Siberian
tribes pay their taxes in kind; and, during the reign of Elizabeth, the trade with
China was carried on by government. It even fometimes happened, that for want
of money the officers of the army were paid in goods from the warchoufes of the
crown; as tea, cloth, and furs. Thefe meafures of Paul will prove infallible
means of quickly conveying to England the little current coin left in his country,
and he will foon be obliged to pay his whole army likewife in Englith hardware.

4 He was in the houfe of the late count Anhalt. For a guard he had a majory
who fat at table with him. People were permitted to fee him; he had feveral
rooms at his command, and he employed himfelf in reading, drawing, and turn-
ing. The coloncl, to whom he was conduéed as pritener by the chaffeurs, who
found him wounded in a marth, is a young man, a friend of mine, cqually brave
and humane. He kept a pocket-book of Kofciufzko’s which we looked over
together. We found in it feveral notes, in French and Italian, taken during a
tour in Italy, philofophical obfeivations, extraéts from authors, effufions in French
verfe, and rough draughts of various fmall compofitions. Every thing fhowed that
the pocket-book had belonged to 2 man of merit, knowledge, tafte, and freling.
Theré were in it likewife feveral letters fealed, and addreffed to ladies at Warfaw,
in French and Polith, with fketches of fome of the manifefioes he publithed, all in
kisown hand-writing, My friend kept this pocket-book as a relicof a celebrated
man whom he had admired, while foiced to fight againft him. When he was fet

. atliberty, I fuggetied to my friend the idea of returning thefe papers to their owne

" » and I believe he did fo.
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than Ignatius Pototfki, and his other companions
in misfortune, who were more rigoroufly confined
in the fortrefs, and at Schluffelburg. Paul gave
liberty to them all, and was generous enough to go
himfelf to deliver Kofciufzko from confinement.
It was interefting to fee this brave man, fill fick of
his wounds and grief,, carried to the palace, where
he was introduced to the emperor and emprefs, to.
teftify his gratitude to them. He is a little thin
perfon, pale and emaciated: his head was ill fur-
rounded with bandages, and his forehead could not
be feen : but his mien, his eyes, ftill brought to
remembrance what he dared to attempt with fuch
feeble means. He refufed the peafants that Paul
would have given him in Ruffia, but accepted a
fum of money to go apd live independent in an-
other country*.

This circumftance made a great and favourable
impreflion on the public. 'Unqueftionably it did
honour to Paul; but, to appreciate his copduét on
this occafion, it muft be remembered, that Kofci-
ufzko had not perfonally offended him, though he
had the emprefs Catharine. Perhaps, therefore,
Kofciufzko is indebted for his liberty to Paul’s af.
fe€tation of acting contrary to his mother in every
refpect.

The funeral honours to be paid to the emprefs,
were another happy circumftance to engage the

* America was the plage he chofe for his refidence.  When he was in Eng-
land, on his way thither, a model of him was taken by Mifs C. Andras, wiieh 1w
faid to be 4 firiking likencfs, and fiom which an elezant whole length engaaning |
'as been made by Sharpe.--. TR,
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mind of Paul ; thus fufpending or interrupting the
torrent of new regulations; but, what was not ex-
~ petted of him, he confidered it as a filial duty to
remove the afhes of his unfortunate father. The
name of Peter 11I. which no one had dared to pro-
nounce for five-and-thirty years, appeared on a fud-
den at the head of the ceremonial of mourning and
interment; and the fervices to be performed, and
funeral honours paid to Peter and Catharine, were
prefcribed at the fame time. On reading the pre-
kase, it might have been fuppofed that the hufband
and wife had juft departed together. Paul repaired
to the convent of Alexander Nefsky, where the
body of his father had been depofited. Caufing the
old monks to fhew him the private grave, and open
the coffin in his prefence, he paid the fad remains
that ftill prefented themfelves to his eyes, a tribute
of refpectful and affeéting tears*. The coffin was
placed on high in the middle of the church, and
the fame fervice was performed by it as by that of
Catharing, which was expofed to view on a bed of
ftate in the palace.

Paul then caufed a fearch to be made for thofe
officers who were attached to his father at the time
of his unhappy cataftrophe, and who had fince lived
in difgrace or unknown at court. Baron Ungern
Sternberg, a refpetable old man, who had long
lived in retirement amid a fmall circle -of friends,

# He took one of the gloves, that ftill covered the remains of his father, and

kiffed it feveral times with tears, O Paul! thou hadft then the heart of a fon ;

fometimes thou haft appearcd a good father! What might not have been expeéied
from znother mother, and a different cducationt
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and who had not even a with to be brought for-
ward again upon the ftage of the great world, was
at once made general in chief, and fent for to the
emperor, who ordered him to be ufhered into his
clofet. After receiving him in the moft gracious
manner, he faid, “Have you heard what I am do-
 ing forr my father ?”— Yes, Sire,” anfwered the
old general, I have heard it with aftonifhment.”—
¢« With aftonithment! why? is it not a duty I had
« to fulfill? See,” continued he, turning to a pic-
ture of Peter I1I. which was already placed in the
clofet*, «I will have him to witnefs my gratitude
¢¢ towards his faithful friend.” Saying thefe words,
he embraced general Ungern, and.invefted him
with the riband of St. Alexander. The worthy
old man, although he was little dazzled with this
vanity, could not refift fo affecting a fcene, and re-
tired with his eyes fwimming in tears.

Paul then direéted him to do duty by his
father’s body, enjoining him to provide for the
ceremony the fame uniform as he had worn when
aid-de-camp to Peter 111. Ungern was lucky enough
to find fuch a one in the pofleflion of an old
acquaintance. Paul would fee this relic; he kept it
himfelf, and it made the fortune of him who had
fo well preferved. itf. Several other officers, and

* All the PiGures of Peter III. had been profcribed, both in the imperial pa-
laces and private hotfes. How Paul contrived to conceal this I cannot tell,
Happy, at this period, he who could find one of thefe portraits in a lumber-toom,
to which it had been banifhed : it prefently became the chief ernament of his houfe,
The painters of Peterfburg could not fupply the demand for copics.

4+ General Ungern Sternberg is a Livonian, and was formerly the friend and
comrade of general Meliffino. The writer of thefe Memoirs has been wexy W=
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among them the only one who had attempted to
make any refiftance in favor of Peter 11I. at the
revolution in 1762, were found out in their retire
ment, and recalled to court to be loaded with
favors.

Thefe particulars are affe&ing, and do honor to
the heart of Paul; but it appears from the anfwer

maite with him, which he mentions here to give more weight to what follows,
Ungern was orieof thofe German officers who ftood higheft in Peter's efteem, and
‘was his aid de camp. It was he whom he chofe to accompany him in a fecret vifit
which he paid to the unfortunate Ivan at Schluffelberg, where he had been con-
fined by Elizabeth, who dethroned him. They found this wretched young manina
dungeon, the window of which admitted but a faint gleam of day, the light being
intercepted by piles of wood heaped up in the court. He wasin a very dirty white
Jacket, with a pair of 5ld fhoes on his feet. His hair was-very light, and cut fhort
like that of a Ruffian flave. He was tolerably well made, and his complexion had
a_palena{s which fhewed that the fun had never fhone on his face. He was then
upwards of twenty, and had been confined ever fince he was fourteen months old 3
but he had received fome impreffions and ideas which he ftill retained. Peter IIL
affefted at his condition, put feveral queftions to him; among the reft, ¢ Who
are you?”,....I am the emperor.”’.....«¢ Who put you into prifon then ?.....¢ Vile,
‘wicked people.”’ ...« Would you liketo be emperor again?”....¢ To be fure: why
¢ not? Ifhould then have fine clothes, and fervants to wait upon me.””....¢¢ But
¢ what would you do if you were cmperor?’*....¢ I would cut off the heads
§¢ of all thofe who have wronged me.” Peter III. having then afked whence he
learned what he told him ; he anfwered that he had it from the Virgin and the
Angels, and began to cnter into long ftories of thele pretended vifions. Though
alone, and confined from his infancy, he did not appear terrified at the fight of the
emperor and his officers. He examined his drefs and weapons with much curiofity
and pleafure, as a bold child would have done. The emperor afked him agan
what he withed for, and he anfwered in his vulgar Ruffian diale&, ¢ To have
moreair.” Ungern was left fometime at Schluffclberg to gain his confidence, and
find out whether his apparent imbecility were only affumed. He was foon con-
vinced, however, that it was the natwal confcquence of his mode of life. He
gave him from the emperor, a filk morning gown. Ivan put it on with tranfports
of joy, running about the room, and admiring himfclf as a favage would have
done who had never been dreffed before.  As all his wifhes centred in the requifi-
tion of more air, Peter IIL fent the plan of a little circular palace, in the
centre of which was to b:a garden, with orders to have it built for Ivan in
the court of the fortrefs. 1t was ciucl, that this a of humanity towards an in-
nocent man fhould have fexved as a prerest azaintt the unfortunate Peter. He
was charged with having intended to build a priten for Lis wife and fon, 2nd
this was made a pretext for his own afaffinacicn.
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of Ungern, that they aftonithed every one. Some
attribute them as much to Paul’s oppofition to his
mother, as to his love for his father; and feveral
afcribe this part of his condué to a politic defign
of thus proclaiming him for his father, who would
not, when alive, acknowledge him for his fon,
The parade and oftentation with which he caufed
the fad remains of Peter to be difinterred, and
then held up to the admiration of the public, were
particularly blamed. The coffin that contained
them was crowned*, and removed in great pomp
to the palace, to be exhibited there, in a temple
confiruéted for the purpofe, by the fide of the
corpfe of Catharine, with which it was afterwards
to be conveyed to the citadel. Then alone did the
hufband and . wife reft together in peace. People
came with great refpeét to kifs the coffin of the
one, and the cold and livid hand of the other;
they made a genuflexion, and were obliged to de-
icend the ftairs backwards. The emprefs, who had
been badly embalmed, foon appeared quite dis-
figuered ; her hands, eyes, and lower part of her
face, were black, blue, and yellow. Thofe, who had
feen her only in public, could not know her again;
and all the pomp with which the was ftill furround-
ed, all the riches that covered her corpfe, ferved
only to augment the horror it infpired.

If, by reftoring the honors of his father, Paul
might be thought by any to throw difgrace on the .

¥ Peter I1I. had never been crowned, and this was the tealon \%\gmh San
ot burying him in the citadel with the other Ruffian eropetors,
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memory of his mother, by bringing to mind the
fcenes which five and thirty years filence had
nearly configned to oblivion, yet the vengeance he
took on fome of the aflaflins of Peter 111. poffeffed
a degree of fublimity which was approved by all.
The celebrated Alexius Orlof, the conqueror of
Tchefme, once fo-powerful, remarkable for his
gigantic ftature, and antique drefs, and whofe
age and military honors would have entitled him
to refpe®, if fuch a man could be refpected, was
obliged to follow the fad remains of Peter. Every
eye was turned uponhim, and the performance of
this juft, but cruel tafk, muft have awakened in him
, that remorfe which his long profperity had no
doubt lulled afleep. As to prince Baratinfky, he
durft- not appear before Paul, who could never
bear his fight, but had fled from Peterfburg.
Paflick, who owed his fortune folely to the fame
crime, which his very countenance feemed to call
to mind, was fortunately abfent from court, and
furvived the funeral but a few days.

This was the conduét of Paul in the firft days
of his reign; and I have colle@ed the whole of it
together, left thefe inftances of reafon, juftice, and
feeling, fhould be loft and forgotten in the heap
of unaccountable actions with which they were af.
terwards obfcured, and which I fhall now proceed-
to relate. The guards, that dangerous body of
- men who had overturned the throne of the father,
and who had long confidered the acceffion of the
fon as the term of their military exiftence, were
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rendered incapable of injuring him by a bold and
vigorous ftep, and treated without the leaft ma-
nagement from the firft day. Paul incorporated
in the different regiments of guards his battaliong
that arrived from Gatfhina*, the officers of which
he diftributed among the various companies, pro-
moting them at the fame time two or three fteps;
fo that fimple lieutenants or captaips in the army
found themfelves at once captains in the guards,
a place {o .important, and hitherto fo honoured,
- and which gives the rank of colonel, or even of bri-
" gadier. Some of thofe ancient captains, of the firft
families in the kingdom, found themfelves under
the command of officers of no birth, who but a few
yeéars before had left their companies as ferjeants
or corporals, to enter into the battalions of the
grand-duke. This bold and hafty change, which
at any other time would have been fatal to its au,
thor, had only the effec of inducing a few hun-
dreds of officers, fubalterns and others, to retire.
Mot of thefe were fuch as had fufficient to live upon
befide their commiffions, or could neither digeft the
putting others over their heads, nor fupport the
harafling difcipline which the intruders were about
to eftablilh+. Many of thefe young officers, how-

* Paul expefted thefe battalions with evident impatience and anxiaty.
They marched all night, and arrived in the morning. Ratikof, a fubaltern, who
had no other merit than the good fortune of announcing to him their wifhed-for
arrival, was inftantly created a knight of St. Anne, and made A1DE-DE-CAMP to
the grand-duke. It was not till Paul faw himfelf furrounded with his little army,
that he began toa& as he had donecat Gatfhina.

+ Of thefe obtruded officers, no one made his fortune fo rapidly as Ak~
cheief. Seven years before, the grand-duke withing to have a corpany of astiecy
at PovViofsky, atked general Meliffino for an officer capable of formogens:
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ever, felt no other affront than that of being obliged
to quit their brilliant uniforms, and to alter their

Araktfcheief, who had been brought up in the corps of cadets, and who had gotton
himfelf noticed by the progrefs he made, and paticularly for the ardour and paf-
fionate zeal he difplayed for the miputia of difcipline, was named. 'In fpitc. of
his indefatigable attentions, (b\':xi:'y, and exa&luels in the fervice, it was fome
time before he could efiablith himfelf thoroughly in the good opinion of Pauls
Several pretty fireworks, which he compofed with the affiftance of his old mafler
for the enreitdinment at Pavlofsky, but, above 11, the rage for cxercifing with
which he burned, and which induced him to harafs the foldiers day and nights
at length gained him the favour of the grand-duke. At his acceffion to the throne,
Ajaktfcheief was created a major in the guards, with the rank of general, and ap-
pointed military governor of Peteifburg. He received the military order of Ste
Anne, with fome thoufands of peafants, and became the emperor’s right-hand.
Araktfcheicf, with whom major M ¥* has ferved in the coips of cadets, where he
was {aijeant, was truly cornmendable for the talents, acquirements, and zeal
which he difplayed at that time: but he poflufics a difgufting degiec of brutality,
which he exercifed even towards the cadsts. Never was pindaric poet more im-
perioufly tormented by his mufe, than this man is poffeffed by his miiitary demon.
His fury and his cane have already coft morc than one unfortunate foldier his life,
even under the eye of Paul. He has revived a barbarity, which was no longer
known in the Ruffian fervice : he abufes and ftiikes the very officers when exer-
cifing. However, at the period of his favour, that he might have the appcarance
of being grateful, he recommended general Meliffine, his foimer fricnd, with
whom he was at variance, He has juft been difgraced, but fince recalled, and
crcated a Laron. It was he who reviewed the tioops fent into Geimany,

The hiftory of another of thele officers deferves to be mentioned for its fingu-
iaity, Ii will prove how a man fometimes makes his way in the world.

One of the friends of major M#*#*, taking a walk on the quay, met with 2
youth of fixtcen, who appeared to have lateiy landed, and who waltked in defpair
along the water-fide, as if meditating to throw himfelf in.  He went up; and fpok=
to him. The young fianger faid, that he was a Frenchman by defcent, but born
in Rufiia; that the grand. duke had been his god-father ; thot his father had fent
him in his infancy to Frince, to be cducated i1n a feminary there, from which he
had cioped, to retmn to Ruffia, where he could learn no sews of his father; that
he was without money, without acquaintances, and did not know what to do,
unlefs he made away with himfelf. The major’s friend endeavoured to confole
him, took bim to his own houfe, and made fome inquirics. He learned that his
father, baron Bilifteins had in fact been preceptor to the grand-duke, but that he
had fince marricd in Moldavia, where he died. Major M¥#* and bis friends exerted
themfelves to get the voung man admittzd into the guards as a fubaltern officer,
In the Swedith war, he went with his rezinent, and was made prifoner at the de-
feat of the Ruffian galleys. A year after he came hack in a mors deplorable con-
dition than cver; ard, to ald to his misfortunes, the majar’s friend and his .other

patrons being no longer 2t Pezerfburg, he had no refraee oot AT MRS Lo Weem
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drefs according to that of thofe battalions which had
fo long excited their ridicule. '

Paul, alarmed and enraged at this general de-
fertion, went to the barracks, flattered the foldiers,
appealed the officers, and endeavoured to retain
them, by excluding from all cmploy, civil and mi-
litary, thofe who fhould retire in future, and. who
befides were no longer to wear their uniform. He
afterwards ifTued an order, that every officer or fub:
altern who had refigned, or thould give in his re:
fignation, fhould quit the capital within four-and-
twenty hours, and return to his own home. It did
not enter into the head of the perion who drew up
the ukafe, that it contained an abfurdity ; for feve-
ral of the officers were natives of Peterfburg, and
had families refiding in the city. Accordingly
fome of them retired to their homes without quite.
ting the capital, not obeying the firft part of the
order, left they fhould be found guilty of difobedi-
ence to the fecond. Arkarof, who was to fee it put
in force, having informed the emperor of this con-

he came every day to relate his misfoitunes. One morning Le found Lim reading
the life of Jamerai- Duval, and his correfpondence with Mits Sacalof, afterwards
the wife of admiral Ribas. M*# knew that this lady was a friend of Mifs Nelia
dof, the miftrefs of the grandeduke, which fuggefied to Lim the following flep,
He di@ated to Bilificin a letter to Madame Ribas, in wkhich he told her, that the
aceidentaily reading one of h¢r charming letters to Duval had fufpended his def-
pair, becaufe he conceived thata ludy, who could peint the fentiments of benevo-
lence and humanity fo well, muft poffe(s them in her hLeart: in confequence, he
laid before her bis fad fituation, and fulicited her influence to be tecommended to
the grand-duke. Madame Ribas fent for him, and recommended him to Mifs
Nelidof, who prefehited him to the grand-duke. A few hundred rubles were given
tim to equip himfelf, and through the meaus of count Scltikof he obtained a
lieutcnant’s commifiion in the buttalions at Pavicfiky  From that time helived
lefs wretched, and always appeared exteemely prcteful. Av 0t aceefhom X«
. grand-duke kv was made z Feutoisnmorbonel ip e qrutAs
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* . tradiction, he directed that the injunétion to quit
Peterfburg fhould alone be obeyed. A number of
young men were confequently taken out of their
houfes as criminals, put out of the city, with orders
not to re-enter it, and left in the road without fiel.
ter, and without any furred garments, in very fe-
vere weather. They who beloaged to very remote
provinces, for the moft part wanted money to carry
them thither, wandered about the neighbourhood
of Peterfburg, where feveral perifhed with cold and
want.

Thefe meafures were extended to all the officers
of the army ; and thofe on the ftaff as generals were
equally obliged to join their regiments, or refign,
becaufe thefe ftaffs were abolithed. By this impoli- .
tic ftep he pretended to commence a reform, and
gain the army. But what foon fhewed that Paul,
in becoming emperor, by no means renounced the
military trifles which had alone occupied his time .-
as grand-duke, was his devoting all his attention;
from the morning of his afcending the throne, to
the frivolous changes which he wifhed to introduce
into the drefs and exercife of the foldiers. For a
moment the palace had the appearance of a place
taken by affault by foreign troops; thofe who be.
gan to mount guard there differing fo much in drefs
and flilé from thofe who had been feen there the
day before. He went down into the court, where
he was manceuvring his foldiers three or four hours,
to teach them to mount guard after his fathion, and
eftablith his wacht parade (guard-parade), which
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became the moft important inftitution and central
point of his government. Every day fince he has
dedicated the fame time to it, however cold it
might be. There, in a plain deep green uniform,
great boots, and a large hat, he fpends his morn-
ings in exercifing his guards: there he gives his
orders, receives reports, publifhes his favours, re-
wards, and punifhments ; and there every officer
muft be prefented to him, furrounded by his fons
and aides-de-camp, famping his heels on the pave-
ment to keep himfelf warm, his bald head bare, his
nofe cocked up, one hand behind his back, and with
the other raifing arid falling his cane in due time,
and crying, raz, dva; raz, dva; one, two ; one two;
he prides himfelf in braving a cold of fifteen or
twenty degrees of Reaumur without furs. After
this, none of the officers dared any longer appear
in peliflfes ; and the old generals, tormented with
coughs, gout, and rheumatifm, were obliged to
form a circle round Paul, dreffed like himfelf*.

After the firft-impreflions which his acceffion
caufed in the heart of Paul, puiifhments and dif-
graces fucceeded with the fame rapidity and profu.
fion with which he had lavithed his favours. Se-

# A Hogarth, who thould fec the emperor and his younger fon bufy about a
poor recruit, turning him to the right and to the left, marching him forward and
backward, raifing up his chin, tightcning his belt, and placing his head properly,
with cvery now and then a blow, would have a fine fubje for a caricature. An
emigrant of the name of Lami conceived the humoroys idea of dedicating to Paul
a bad tranflation he made of the explanation of Hogarth’s prints. I kuow ng',
whether he did it out of fimplicity, or as a ftroke of fatire; but the name of Paul
is very happily placed at the head of that work, which wanted only the rtidiculs
of fuch a dedication to make it complete. Paul, howaver, fulpsfied no \cka ik,
far 1z fept abbe Lami a prefdifof a fnyff-box,
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veral experiened the two extremes in a few days. .

It is true, that moft of thefe punithments at firft ap-
peared juft: but then it muft be allowed, that Paul
could fcarcely firike any but the guilty, fo corrupt
had been all who were about the throne.

Notwithftanding the affurances he had given
Zubof, one of the firft orders that.followed was, to

feal up his office and that of Markof, and tq ~

turn their officers and fecretaries out of court w1th
difgrace. One Terfky, mafter of requefts, and re;,
porter to the fenate, publicly fold juftice to thel
higheft bidder, was at firft gratified with an ordéx:
of knighthood, and obtained fome lands, which he
faid the late emprefs had promifed him a few days
before her deceafe ; next morning he was difmifled
from his offices. This refpe& of Paul. to the pre-.
tended will of his mother, and his care to enrich a

rafcal before difcarding him, were firangely admir-, .

ed. Surely he ought rather to have brought to
trial this defpoiler of the widow and orphan, and
made him an example, to fatisfy public juftice !

Samoilof, the attorney-gencra!, whom likewife
he had honourably confirmed in his office, with a
prefent of four thoufand peafants, amounting in
value to more than twenty thoufand rubles (2000/.)
a year, was difplaced a few days after, put under
arreft, and his fecretary was fent to the fortrefs.
Thus was everything reformed, except Befborodko,
Nicholas Soltikof, and Arkarof*,

- % Sce the next chapter.
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" This wavering and uncertain condu&, which
charaéterifed the firft fteps of Paul, clearly provcs
that his favours were the effects of policy ; and the
difgraces that followed them were to be afcribed
to paflion rather than to juftice. But what con--
founded all'who had admired him, was to fee him,
at the moment when he entered fuch an intricate
labyrinth of bufinefs and abufes, the importance
of which to the ftate fhould have occupied him at
leaft fome days, applyingr the very morning of his
acceffion with the fame eagernefs to themoft trifling
details of military fervite. The fhape of a hat, the
colour of a feather, the altitude of a grenadier’s
cap, boots, fpatterdafhes, cockades, queues, and
fword-belts, became the affairs of ftate that abforbed
his aftonithing ativity. He was furrounded by
patterns of accoutrements and uniformsof all kinds.
The greateft proof of zeal and merit any one could
give him during the firft days of his reign, was to
appear before him in the new uniform he had in.
troduced. An officer, who could give his tailor a
hundred rubles to have a drels of the new fathien
made in a few hours, and appear in it the next
morning in the wache-parade, was almoft certain of
obtaining fome poft, or at leaft a crofs. Several
had no other merit, and employed no other means
to gain the good graces of their new emperor*.

* General Meyendorf being mentioned to him as a good officer of horfc, he
difpatched a courier to him; and Meyendorf, in his eagernefs to obey the com-
mand, prefented himfelf at the parade in his ancient uniform. Paul, enraged,
witered fome fevere reproaches to thefe who had recommended fuch a man, called
him one of Potemkin’s foldicrs, and banifhed him to his eftate.
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Another whim which caufed no little furprife,
wasthe imperial prohibition of wearing round hats,
or rather the fudden order of taking them away,
or tearing them to pieces on the heads of thofe who
appeared in them. This occafioned feme difgrace.
ful fcenes in the ftreets, and particularly near the
palace. The coffacks and foldiers of the police
fell on the paflengers to uncover their heads, and
beat thofe who, not knowing the reafon, attempt-
ed to defend themfelves. An Englith merchant,
going through the ftreet in a fledge, was thus ftop-
ped, and his hat fnatched off. Suppoling it to be
a robbery, he leaped out of his fledge, knocked
down the foldier, and called the guard. Inftead of
the guard, arrived an officer, who overpowered
and bound him; but as they were carrying him -
before the police, he was fortunate enough to meet
the coach of the Englith minifter, who was going-
to court, dnd claimed his protection*. Sir Charles
Whitworth made his complaint to the emperor ;
who conjeéturing that a round hat might be the
national drefs of the Englih, as it is of the
Swedest, faid, that his orders had been mifcon-
ceived, and he would explain himfelf more fully to

* Another Englitlhman was met by an officer of the police, who took from
him his round hat. The Englithman, folding his arms, and furveying him from
head to foot, faid with a loek of compaffion, ¢ Ab! friend, how I pity thee for be-
ing a Ruffian !

+ It is likewife the national hat of the Rufians, a little difference in the
grown excepted, which it was well to be aprifed of, as it prevented the wearer
from infult. The hatters’ fhops being foon emptied of the cocked hats, they
‘who had neither time nor means to procure one, cocked up their little round hats
with pins, thatthey might walk the fircets with fafety.
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Arkarof. The next day it was publithed in the

fireets and houfes, that firangers, who were not

in the emperor’s fervice, or naturalized, were not

comprifed in the prohibition. Round hats. wete

now no longer pulled off: but they who were met

with this unlucky head-drefs were conduéted to the.
police to afcertain their country. If they were

found to be Ruffians, they were. fent for foldiers;

and woe to a Frenchman, who had been met with

in this drefs, for he would have been condemned
as a Jacobin*. It was reported to Paul, thatthe
chargé d’affaires of the king of Sardinia, indulging

himfelf in raillery at this fingular profcription of
round hats, faid, that fuch trifles had often been.
on the point of occafioning feditions in Italy. The
chargé d’affaires received orders, through Arkarof,

to quit the city in twenty-four hours. Thanks to

the diftance and fituation of the king of Sardinia,

he could not demand an explanation of fuch an in-.
fult, otherwife round hats might have become the

motive of a war between two monarchst.

A regulation edually incomprehenfible was the )
fudden prohibition of harneffing horfes after the

- * Perhaps the reader may fuppofe that thefe round hats were confidered as
fome party fign. By no means: it was a fingular averfion ‘which Paul had for
them ; and he had declared war againft them at Pavlofsky four years before.

1 It was fortunate that it did not Lappen to the Swedifh or Pruffian ambaffa-
dor. The latter, however, fell into difgrace with Paul fora motive equally noble.
He gives out that the hat, the tail, the bag, the fpatterdathes, and the fword be-
hind the back, are in the Puffian mode. M, vaa Tauenzithn appeared to proteft
againft the fidelity of the tranflation, by coming to court in a2 mare modern and .
more elegant uniform.  This was the crime for whicliffjen! demanded s tecal.
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Ruffian mode. A fortnight was allowed for pro-
curing harnefs in the German fathion: after. the:
expiration of which, the police was enjoined to.
cut the traces of every carriage, the horfes of
which were harneffed in the ancient manner. . Al-
moft as foon as it was made public, feveral per- -
fons dared not venture abroad, ftill lefs appear
in their carriages near the palace for fear of being
infulted. The fadlers availing themfelves of this
occafion, afked as far as three hundred rubles (30/.)
for a plain harnefs for a pair of horfes. To drefs
the ischooschtschiki, or Ruflian coachmen, in the
German fathion, was attended -with another incon-
venience. Moft of them would neither. part with
their long beards, their kaftans, nor their round
hats: ftill lefs would they tie a falfe tail to their
fhort hair, which produced the moft ridiculous
fcenes and figures in the world. At length the
emperor had the vexation to be obliged to change
his rigorous order into a fimple invitation to his
fubje&s gradually to adopt the German fafhion of
drefs, if they withed to merit his favor.

Another reform with refpect to carriages: the
great uumber of fplendid equipages that fwarmed
in the ftreets of Peterfburg, difappearcd in an in-
ftant. The officers, even the generals, came to
the parade on foot, or in little fledges, which alfo
was not without its dangers*,

¥ An officer, walklng the ftreets in a large peliffe, had given his fervant his
fword, which incommoded him, intending to put it on again, and take off his
pelifie, when he got near thippalace. .Unfortunately, befere this took place, the
amperor met him, and in confequenee e was teduced ta the ranks, and his fer«
vantmade an éfficer in his plaee,
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It was anciently a point of etiquette for -every
perfon who met a Ruffian autocrate, his wife, or
fon, to ftop his horfe or coach, alight, and pro-
ftrate himfelf in the fnow, or in the mud*. This
barbarous homage, difficult 4o -be paid in a large.
city, where carriages pafs in great numbers,; and:
always on the gallop, had been completely abolifh-
ed under the reign of the polithed Catharine. One
of the firft cares of Paul was to re-eftablifh it in all
its rigour. . A general officer who pafled on with--
out obferving the emperor riding by on horfeback,
was ftopped and immediately put_ under arreftt,
The fame unpleafant circumftance occurred to feve-
ral others, fo-that nothing was fo much dreaded,
either on foot or in a carriage, as the meeting of
the emperor. Inftances have even happened where
the fault and its punifhment have been attended
with confequences fo ferious, as muft induce a be-~
nevolent monarch to abolith fo troublefome an eti-
quette. . ' ' '

The ceremony eftablifhed within the palace be-
came equally ftri¢t, and equally dreaded. Woe
betide him, who, when permitted to kifs the hand
of Paul, did not make the floor refound by ftriking
it with his knee as loud as a foldier with the butt.

* Peter I. ordered thofe who proftrated themfelves before him in this man=
wer to be caned, and even caned them himfelf,

+ When his {word was returned him, he refufed’ to take it, faying, that it
was a gold-hilted fword received from the emprefs, with the privilege of its never
being taken from-biw. Paul fent for him, returned the fword to him himfelfy-
and faid, that he bad seolved to make an example, and had no particulas Wi\
towards him: at the fame time he erdered him to repait irnmediataly ta the avwy.
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end of his firelock. It was requifite too, that the
falute -of the Iips on his hand fhould be héard,
to certify the reality of the kifs, as well as of
the genuflexion. Prince George Gallitzin, the
chamberlain, was put under arreft on the fpot by
his Mufcovitith ‘majefty himfelf, for having made
the bow and kiffed the hand too negligently*.

Another of Paul’s firft regulations, was a firi@
injunétion to all tradefmen to efface from the front
of their thops the French word magazin, and fub.
ftitue the Ruflian word /avka (thop); affigning as a
reafon, that the emperor alone could have maga-
zines of wood, flour, corn, &c.; while a tradef-
man ought not to be  above his condmon, but to
ftick to his fhop.

‘To report all the ordinances of fimilar weight
and importance that fucceeded each other in the
courfe of one week, I muft defcend into particulars
too tedioust. What can be faid, what can be hoped

* Paul, when grand-duke, had a great predile€ion for etiquette. Being once .
at Montbelliard, he fuddenly took by the arm a young officer of his fuit, who
was playing at cards, and turning him out of the room, he faid to thofe who were
playing with the officer, - ¢ Gentlemen, that young coxcomb is not of a proper
¢ rank tomakeone of your party.”” At the cowt balls, the dancers were obliged to
twift themfelves every poffible way, that they might not turn their backs upon
him when dancing, wherever he might happen to be.  Paul will allow none to
turn their backs but hisenemies. Whether they will avail themfelves of the per-
miffion, if he fhould give them an opportunity, I will not pretend to fay.

4 He has fince iffued different ukafes, prohibiting the wearing of frock
coats, waiftcoats without fleeves, and pantaloons. He has forbidden the academy
%o ufe the word revolution when fpeaking of the courfe of the faxs; and has en-
joined the playess to employ the word permiffion inftead of liberty, which they |

kave been accuftomed to put in their bills. He has forbidden the manufaéturers to
fabricate any tri-coulourcd ribagds or fluffs whatever.
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of a man, who fucceeding Catharine, could con fider
the regulating fuch things as the moft urgent?
Frequently thefe new and important regulations
contradicted or fruftrated one another, and what
was ordained one day was often obliged to be mo-
dified or annulled the next. In a word, we may fay
that Paul, when he wrapped himfelf in the impe-
rial mantle, let the grand duke peep out; that he
thought to govern a vaft empire as he had govern-
ed his Pavlofsky; his capital, like his houfe; and
thirty millions of men of all ranks and all nations,
like a fcore of lackeys. ,

Of all the unforefeen changes which he introdu-
ced without any preparation, thofe 'which he made
in the army were the moft extenfive, and the moft
impolitic. Unqueftionably there was room for
great reforms and great amendmentsin the milita-
ry department. To improve the condition of the
brave Ruffian foldier; to fettle that of the officer,
which was ftill more wretched ; gradually to dimi-
nith the number of fupernumeraries ; to reftore or-
der and difcipline, which the reign of fo many wo-
men and fo many favorites had defiroyed ; opened
a fine field to the military genius of Paul. All he
was capable of doing was to multiply irregular
promotions, increafe a ftaff already too numerous,
and alter uniforms, ranks, terms, and titles. The
Ruflian army offered a pattern to be followed, in
the beauty, fimplicity, and convenience of its drefs, .
equally adapgd to the climate, and to the genius

S
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of the country*. A large charvari, or pair of pan-
taloons of red cloth, the ends of which terminated
in boots of pliable leather, and which was faft-
ened by a girdle over a red and green jacket ; a lit-
tle helmet well adapted to a foldier, with the hair
cut fhort in the neck, butlong enough to cover the
ears, and eafily kept in order; conftituted the
whole of the military uniform. The foldier was
drefled in the twinkling of an eye, for he had but
two garments; and their fize wag fuch, as allowed"
him to defend himfelf from the cold by additions
underneath, without infringing upon the uniform-
ity of his external appearance. This neat and
warlike equipage is now changed for the ancient
drefs of Germany, which the Ruffian foldier
abominates: his fair locks, which he loved to wafh
every morning, he muft now bedaub with greafe
and flour ; and he muft fpend an hour in buttoning
his black fpatterdafthes, which he curfes for pinch-
ing his legs. He murmurs aloud; it is probable,
that the falfe tail which he is forced to fufpend from
his poll, will occafion as many defertions as the
catogans of St. Germain+. That old original, mar-

# Accordingly the foldier imagined himfelf much fuperior to his neighbours,
and not without reafon. Paul deprived him of his national pride, by compelling -
him fervilely to imitate the Germans of the laft century, whom the Ruffians
imagined they had far outftripped. Paul has afted like a pedant, who fhould turn
a fcholar back to his a, b, c, for having prefumed to learn (to read) too readily.

+ Before thereign of Paul, defertion was almoft unknown to the Ruffians;
now they defert in parties, and repair to Pruffia, where whole regiments are
formed of them. Iatked fome of them, why they deferted? ¢ Why Sir,”’ faid
they, © we are forced to be at our exercife from morning till gight without having
¢ any thing to eat: our drefs has been taken from us, n‘mge are beaten black
# and blue.” .
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fhal Suvarof, when he received orders to eftablith
thefe novelties, with little fticks for models for the
foldiers tails and fide-curls, faid, ¢ hair-powder is
‘ not gun-powder; curls are not cannons; and
s tails are not bayonets.” This farcafm, which is
not deftitute of wit, and forms in the Ruflian lan-
guage a fort of apophthegm in rhime, foon fpread
from mouth to mouth through the army, and was
the true reafon that induced Paul to recal Suvarof,
and difmifs him from the fervice. This old war-
rior was the idol of the Ruffian foldiery.

It was the fame with the changes which he made
n civil affairs. His wifh was to alter, not to im-
prove. For anything to have fubfifted under the
reign of his mother, was a fufficient reafon why it
hould ceafe under him. All the tribunals, all the
governments of the empire, bave been frefh mo-
Jelled, and their feats have been changed. That
which had been confecrated by its name ([ Ekate-
vinoslaf) to the glory of Catharine, was abolithed,
and this public affront to the memory of his mo-
her is not lefs fo to the heart of Paul*. The rea-

* There is nothing fo trifling to which this MrcroPrILIST does not defcend,
o fhew difrefpeét to his mother’s memory. The perfons belonging to her wore
ings, on which the date of her deccafe was enamelled. The emperor exprefled
iis diffatisfaction at it; and they are obliged to wear rings with the motto of,

¢ Paul confolcs me.”’ ’

He carried his want of filial regard fo far, as to check, by his difapprobation,
+ fociety of opulent Ruffians, who had united at Hamburg under the aufpices of
he Ruffian minifter, to eret a poetical monument to the memory of Catharine.
The fituation in which major M ** fivod at that time, #nd particularly what he
wed to two of his friends, induced him to exert his talents on the occafion. The
udges of the Lyceum at Hamburg had the courage to adjudge the {econd piae w
he picce he fent, nptwithffanding the proferibed fentiments that heamed Yrwougs
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der may judge of the confufion, injuftice, wretch-
ednefs, and ruin, that fuch changes of places muft
produce in Ruffia; more than twenty thoufand
gentlemen were thrown out of employ.

the manner in which he fpoke of Catharine, and his filence refpe&ing the com-
forter fhe left behind, or his allufions to him (1). The fecretary of the embaffy,
‘when he announced to him the fucce(s of his piece, informed him, that they wese
going to fend it to the emperor, and pay his majefty the compliment of this mo=
nument, which would be magnificent, and coft vaft fums of money. At the
fame time he requefted him to write an ode in honour of Paul, to be placed at tire
head of the pieces that had been approved. M * ¥ pofitively refufed this new
tribute, which would have been a piece of meannefs in him, as he had juft been
torn from his family, and unjuftly profcribed by the emperor. Not receiving the
medal, however, which had been adjudged to him, he fentto the fecretary to de-
mand it, {aying, he would otherwife make public appeal in the newfpapers againft
fuch an unworthy procceding. He knew that his piece had fpread through the
court at Peterfburgh, where his name had been difcovered, though he had taken the
precaution to difguife it in an ANAcRAM; and this contributed not a little to
bring Paul’s anathema upon the fociety at Hamburg. The threat of fuch a publi€

(r) The motto of the piece was, ¢ Fuitilla et ingens gloria Rufforem ;** and
in it were the following verfes :

Mais j’entends retentir une voix gemiffante ;

Je vois I'Humanité plaintive et menagante :

Barbares! arrétez: eh! pour qui cet autel?

Voyez ces combattans, ces fers, ces feux, ces arnies ;
Ah! mon fang et mes larmes

Vont éteindre 4 vos yeux cet cencens criminel !

¢ But hark, a voice that wildly groans and fhricks!

¢ Humanity bewailing, thrcat’ning fpeaks:

¢ ¢ Barbarians, halt ! from whom thofc blood-ftain’d fanes ?
¢ ¢ Behold yon combatants, yon arms and chains !

¢ ¢ My blood, my tears, ¢’en now fhall quench the fire,

¢ ¢ And fave each hero from the funeral pyre.”

Likewife

L’aigle puiffant du noid, fiappé dans fa cairiére,
Se rabat fur laterrc :
1l erre dans la nuit ; fon aftre s’cft etient.

¢¢ Behold the threat’ning cagle of the north,
¢ That foar’d ex:iimg in refiftlefs pow’r,
¢ Struck in hix m': - 1. o=, delcends to carth,
¢ Wandering iyt His fun fhall rife no mere,”
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If this new reign has been fatal to the army
and to the poor gentry, it has hitherto appeared
ftill more fo to the unhappy peafantry, whofe
chains it endeavours to rivet. If Paul were de-
firous of taking an example from Pruffia, affuredly
it fhould have been that of its treatment to the
Poles, whom perfidy had fubjeéted to its domi-
nion* It would not be too much to fay, that the
Pruffian government gives the Polifh vaffals more
freedom than Kofciufzko could have beftowed on

affront had its effe®, and the medal was at length fent, with fome excufes for the
delay of more than a year, and a confeffion.that the emperor, having difapproved
of this monument to his mother, theilluftrious fociety was afraid of his indigna-
tion. Major M # * himfelf communicated to me thefe particulars, as well as the
detters of the fecretary.

® Let the reader compare the ukafe of Paul, which enjoins all his fubje@s to
proftrate themfelves at his fight, with the order which the young king of Pruffia
has juft given to his minifters, on his return from Poland, where it was with indig«
nation he found a people debafed almoft to as low a degree as the Ruffians. The
following is a tranflation of {ome fragments of this memorable order, as it appears
in the ¢ Jahrbiicher der Preuflifchen Monarchie,” Anmals of the Pruffian Mo-
marchy, for January 1799:

¢ My deat minifiers of ftate, von Vofs and von Schroter: During the tour 1
€¢ have lately made in the new provinces of Pruffia, I have feen that the loweft
€ clafs of my fubje@s in thofe countrics is in a flate of civilization far beneath
< that of the other provinces. Thefe mifcrable beings are degradingly diftin-
<¢ guithed by the dirtinefs of their houfes and clothes, but ftill more by their
 cringing manners, and a humility beyond bounds——In my eyes, and in thefe
¢ of the law, the loweft of my fubje€ts pofleffes, the dignity of a man. The peo-
¢ ple of thefe new provinces are ftill ignorant of this dignity, for which they are
€ indebted to the Pruffian fceptre, becaufe the inferior officers of government are
¢ ignorant of their duty, and abufe their authority. Itis a proverbial faying
¢ among them, that the Polanders muft be governed by the whip; and I have fe-
€6 veral times heard complaints of fuch treatment being exercifed towards my fub-
¢ je&ks, while changing horfes,” &c.

This is the manner in which a king expreffes himfclf who, feeling as a man,
revolted at the fight of a nation of flaves profirating themfelves at his feet, He
enjoins his minifters to raife up this degraded nation, by infructing it, cwihhwng
ity and punithing abufcs of power,
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them, had he been viétorious. The king of Pruf-
fia, far from imitating Catharine or Paul, who dif-
tributes thefe flaves among his courtiers, thus ex-
pofing them to more infupportable private ty-
ranny, has annexed them to his domains, and they
experience an infinitely milder lot than formerly*.

A report being fpread, that was about to re-
firi¢t the power of mafters over their flaves, and
give the peafants of the lords the fame advantages
as thofe of the crown, the people of the capital
were much pleafed with the hopes of this change.
At that jun&ure an officer fet off for his regiment,
which lay at Oremberg. On the road he was afked
about the new emperor, and what new regulations
he was making. He related what he had feen, and
what-he had heard; among the reft, mentioning
the ukafe which was foon to appear in favour of the
peafants. At this news, thofe of Tver and Nov-
gorod indulged in fome tumultuous aétions, which
were confidered as {ymptoms of rebellion. Their
mafters were violently enraged with them; and
the caufe that had led them into error was difco-
vered. Marfhal Repnin was immediately difpatched
at the head of fome troops againft the infurgents;
and the officer, who had unwittingly given rife to
this falfe hope, by retailing the news of the city onhis

* All thofe princes who have wifhed to raife the people and deprefs the great,
the better to eflablifh the authority of government, have endeavoured to annex all
feignorial rights and eftates to their own domains. The Ruffian autocrates take
the oppofite courfe: they diftributc the remains of the crown among the pobility,
to rendcr them more zealous {upporters of a government more fevere than cver was
that of the feudal fyfliem. By this ill-judged policy they reader themfelves imcas,

pable of refturing liberty to their flaves at a furdre period,



Court oF PETERsBURG. 135

road, was foon brought back in confinement. The
fenate of Peterfburg judged him deferving of death,
and condemned him to be broken, to undergo the
punifhment of the knout, and, if he furvived this,
to labour in the mines. The emperor confirmed
this fentence. This is the firft criminal trial that
. was laid before the public ; and afluredly it jufti-
fies but too well thofe remains of fhame which have
hitherto kept fecret fimilar outrages. Thefe cir-
cumftances might no doubt have taken place under
the reign of Catharine, yet would they have been
accompanied with that filence and myftery in which
guilt envelopes itfelf. But let us quit this fubject
for the lefs ungrateful one of the eccentricities of
_ the emperor Paul. :

The moft prominent of thefe is that mania
which from his ‘infancy, he difplayed for the mili-
tary drefs and exercife, and which has ever fince
been increafing, This paffion in a prince no more
indicates the general or the hero than fondnefs for
drefling and undreffing her doll forebodes the good
mother in a girl, who paffes her days in this
amufement. - Frederic the Great, the moft accom-
Pplithed foldier of his time, is well known to have bad

_from his infancy the moft infuperable repugnance
to all thofe minutia of a corporal to which his fa-
ther would have fubjeGed him: this was even the
firft fource of that difagreement which ever fub-
fifted between the father and fon, It was only by
ftealth that the young Frederic could indulge him-
*felf in ftud ying hiftory and literature with s pre-
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ceptor du Han. Frederic William confidered every
book, except the Pfalms of David and his military
regulations, as ufelefs or dangerous; and when he
faw the young Frederic, not confining himfelf to
the guard’s march, but withing to exchange his
little drum for a harpfichord, and his fife for a
German flute, he forbad him mufic. This pater-
nal tyranny had the oppolfite effe@ to what his fa-
ther wifhed; it gave more energy to Irederic’s re-
prefled defires. He acquired information ; he be-
came a hero; his father was never anything more
than a corporal*.

Peter III. puthed his faldato-mania to a ridi-
culous point, fancying he made Frederic his mo-
del. He loved foldiers and arms, as a man
loves horfes and dogs. He knew nothing but how
to exercife a regiment, and never went abroad but
in a captain’s uniform. This Peter III. at the
head of a regiment fo well drilled by himfelf, had
not the courage to face a young female, who
marched to meet him with a few companies of the
very fame guards who were totally ignorant of the
Pruffian exercife. He loft both his crown and his
life, without daring to defend them. Certainly a
more local, fifong, and recent example cannot be
adduced againft this mania, which feems rather to
exclude courage and military talents than to be a
fign of them. It is very eafy to wear a coarfe fur-

* I know fome young Ruffians, whofe genius the fame caufes have only
ferved to difplay : thus a geod buw fprings from under the hand that bends it,
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tout buttoned over the belly, a greafy hat*, and a
fword behind the back ; a man may even {pend the
day on the parade, caning the foldiers and abufing
the officers :—but this would be a fatirical carica-
ture of a great king; it would be to reprefent him
a arecruiting officer, affefting to give himfelf airs.
But, fays Moliére;

Quand fur unc perfonne on prétend fe régler,

C’eft par les beaux cotés qu’il lui faut reflember:

Et ce n’eft pas du tout la prendre pour modéle
swemseseique de touffer et de cracher comme elle.

¢ When Admiration bids us mimic others,
¢ We in their virtues thould the femblance hit,
¢ Nor will the fage and fool ¢’cr pafs for brothers,
¢ Becaufe forfooth alike they cough or fpit.”

There is one part of this great king’s conduét
of much more utility, and almoft as eafy to imitate,
fince it requires neither talents nor genius, but
merely good will, patience, and aloveof juftice; this
is for a fovereign to réceive, like him, the petitions

"and letters of his fubje@s, but particularly to an-
fwer them. The perfeverance and exaétnefs with
which he always adhered to this refolution, which
he adopted at the beginning of his reign, cannot
be too much admired. Whether he granted or re-
fufed, whether he found the petition reafonable or
unreafonable, he anfwered every man who addreffed
him. I have feen feveral of thofe anfwers, admijr-
able for their precifion and fagacity; yet Frede-
ric found time to do and write other things befide

« % Paul affefs to wear a dirty hat; but where lies the merit of this? Since he
‘will have every one do his duty, why does he not make his valetes-de-chambre & .
theirs, in beating and brufhing his old beaver ?

T ™o
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anfwering letters. He did not rife earlier than
Paul; but he fraid only a quarter.of an hour cn the
parade, and often did not go to it at all.

Nothing could e more worthy of a Ruflien au-
tocrate than to eftablifh a fimilar commusication
been himfeli’ and his fubjedts, fince arbitrary acts
and public vioiences are nowhere fo frequent or fo
difafirous. Hitherto, every man who had the au-
dacity to prefent a requeft immediately to the fove-
reign, cven under the reign of Catharine, was im-
prifoned. Paul appeared to have abolifhud this
atrocious law from the day of his acceffion, and took
fome papers that were offered Lim.  He cven or-
dercd a fort of office to be conflruéted on the
ftairs of the palace, into which any one might put
letters ; and gave public notice, that he would read
them all, make the neceflary examinations, 2nd
then anfwer them. In confequence, he forbad any
one to difturb him in future on the wache-parade,
and ordered thofe to be arrefied who fhculd after
that approach him with a paper in their hand.
The box of the letter-cilice, however, focn filled ;
and Paul, contrary to his ex peération, finding more
petitions than informess, became tired of deing
them juftice, and frighteiied at their numter.  Ile
did not refle@ hat they wouid neceilunity dinmmih,
if he would emipiey more readitels ard sicthod in
anfwering thetns®. Things reiuried to their feriner

* Paul has {oiictoncs Siven axdersreinedlisg the lerters he has raceived, Lgt
he does vot anfwe, tiom. Ty R huve diaan vp a few vay hics, Qoo and
juft regueits, for fome opprefizd rafuns, which rananed unadwered.  He now

cantes his 1cfufals to ths petiicnt A vsiney to bt pinted in the Pieslag
Zazcties,
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chaotic ftate; and the fecretaries direfted to exa-
riine thefe pieces are, as before, arbiters of the fate
of thofe unfortunate perfons who appealcd to their
mafier.

The finances of the empire, exhaufted by the
prodigalities, and fliill more by the wafte of Catha-
rine’s reign, required a promipt remedy ; and to this
Paul feemed at firft to turn his thoughts. Partly
from hope, partly from fear, the paper money of
the crown rofe a little in value. It was to be fup-
pofed, that the grand-duke of all the Ruffias, who for
thirty years had been obliged to live on an income
of a hundred thoufand rubles(10,000/.) per annum,
would at leaft have learned economy per force ; but
he was foon feen to heap wealth upon fome, and
lavith favors upon others, with as much profufion
as his mother, and with ftill lefs difcernment,
The fpoils of Poland continued to add to the riches
of men already too wealthy*. A man muft be ac-
quainted with the inexhauftible fources from which

# T am informed that the emperor, en his coronation, ameng other gratuities,
difributed cighty~two thoufand setwLs among a fcore of penple; that is to fay,
in the language of mctals, that he has made prefents of t:adks of land inhabited
and cultivated by cighty-two thoufand male flaves; for in Ruffia a woman is not
a foul vet. By thefe donations the emperor cedes the private rights which he
clatms over thefe wrctched beings, and the lands they are obliged to cultivate, re-
ferving . hirilelf culy tie fovercignty, Now if we fuppofethe sLAvE-souw,or

exfant, t bring the BoDY, or gentlemain who poffefies ity only feven roubles

clear per annum, which'is a very moderate computation, it follows that the em-
peior has given away fo much of the domains of the crown as would produce 2
neal e of five hundred and feventy-four thoufand rubles (57,400l.) which,
conf.dering the nature of the property, is a capital beyond efimation. Catharine,
by ker ;. fufion in this way, had ncarly difpofed of all ner domains; but the con-
fircatcd eftates and farofties in Poland conflitute the fund to wiich the grefuny
eraperor bas reconrfe. It need not be mentioned that a populaXion of Sighty-\Re
theufaind males in Ruffia or Poland mutt occupy an immenie Ak,




140 SECRET MEMOIRS OF THE

a Ruffian autocrate can draw his means, not to be
ftruck at the immenfe gifts he beftowed on his cout-
tiers, and at the fame time difgufted at the little he
had dedicated to the public, to juftice, to merited
rewards and true beneficence*.

The fuddennefs with which Paul feized the reins
of government, and the terror infpired by his
known rigor and adtivity, at firft fet at fault the
dark intrigues of_knaves and villains, who had
turned the treafures of the ftate to their own pro-
fit. The prevention of the fcandalous dilapidati-
ons of thefe treafures would double the amount;
and it is to be prefumed, that, everything being
renewed, the robbers will be obliged to fufpend
their operations for a time ; but when once they are
acquainted with the emperor’s courfe, they will
regulate their own accordingly ; they will dig othep
mines, and excavate new drains ; pillage and pre-
varication will revive, and be reduced to a {yftem.
as before. Theft is a vice inherent in the Ruflian
government, and fprings from the charaéter of
the nation, in which manners, prebity and public
fpirit are wantingt.

It muft be confefled that, morally fpeaking, the
people about Paul are better than thofe that were

* All that Paul’s talents have enabled him to do for the reftoration of a fort
of equilibrium between his receipts and difburferaents, is reduced at laft to an cx-
orbitant tax, which he has juft laid on all the claffes of his flaves. The poll-tax
of the wretched vaffals has been doubled, and a new tax has been impofed upon
the nobles, which however the vaffals muft ultimately pay.

7 The French author confeffes, that while he was writing this, he fcarcely

expeéted to find the fame infamous condu® triurnphing Nt A ALYV ILICAR
FoxM of goverpment, and in a REGLXRRATED nation.
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about his mother, and that he will be more culpable
than the if he allow the fame diforders to prevail.
It is true that Catharine pretended to guide, and
that Paul, on the contrary, will fuffer himfelf to
be led; he would feel himfelf humbled, however,
in following the advice of a man who wifhed to
appear better informed tham himfelf. The perfon
‘who has more immediate influence on his attions
than his minifters, or even his miftrefs will ever
have, is a valet-de-chambre, by birth a Turk, made
a flave in his infancy, and brought up in his houfe.
To this Turk, named Ivan Pavlovitch, the generals
and great men are eager to pay their court, as the
real fountain of Paul’s private favour. Love is the
firongeft and moft excufable of paffions; its excefles
and abufes, therefore, appear lefs odious, and the
reign of favourites, or of miftreflts, will never
be fo humiliating as that of valets. Befide their
bad education, which gives rife to a juft prejudice
againft them, the influence a prince allows them
has always fomething mean and repulfive, and fa-
vours ftrongly of the water-clofet*.

* This Ivan Pavlovitch is at prefent counfellor of ftate, and has the title of
excellency. Many lackeys, HoF, or KAMMER-FOURIERS, gentlemen of the
bed-chamber, are every day rifing to the higheft pofts. Thus extremes meet
each other : the Mufcovite licentioufnefs leads tu that equality of rights which it
confiders with horror: but here it is a real calamity. A great Ruffian lord was
accufiomed to hold out his hand familiarly to every fcuilion or fhee-black that
he met at court, ftiling them BRATT, or BAT10USCHKA, brother or father. A
gentleman exprefling furprife at this familiarity, the lordfaid, ¢ It is from policy,
¢ Sir; between this and to-moirow, thefe fellows may become my colleagues.”

Such is Ruffian equality; it is that of Tarquin cutting off the heads of his talleft
- poppies, or of a fultan creating his water~carrier prime vifier,



CHAPD V.

}HIAS PAVJ, REASOX TO FEAR THFE FATE OF PLTER Hi!

Parallei between Paul and his father.... Pustrait of the reigniny emmefs., T e
grand-duke Alexander.....The giand-duke Conflantine.....Zubof.... N. Suiti-
kof.... Markof.....Atkatof.....Repnin.....2uvarof, and Valerian Zuhor ... Tr: s
of the charalter of Paul, and his principal couttiers or mindiers....H's per-
trait.....Anccdotes of his condu@ when grand-duke.

PAUL, in his modc of life when grand-duke, and
his conduét fince his acceflion, fo firongly rcfem-
bles his father, that changing names and dates,
the hiftory of the one might be taken for the hifto-
ry of the other. Both were educated in a perfect
ignoraunce of bufinefs, and refided at a diftance
from court, where they were treated as prifoners of
ftate rather than heirs to the crown ; and when.
ever they prefented tiiemfclves, appeared as aliens
abd firangers, having no concern with the royal
family. The aunt of the father (Elizabeth) acted
nrecifely as the mother of the fon has done fince,
The endeavours of each were diretted to prolong
their infancy and to perpetuate the feeblenefs of
their minds. The young princes were both diftin-
guifhed by perfonal vivacity and meatal infenfibili.
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ty, byan a&ivity which, untrained and negleéted,
degenerated into turbulence: the father was funk
in debauchery; the fon, loft in the moft infignificant
trifles. An unconquerable averfion to ftudy and
refle€tion gave to both that infatuated tafte for mi-
litary parade, which would probably have difplayed
itfelf lefs forcibly in Paul had he been a witnefs of
the ridicule they attached to Peter*, The education
of Paul, however, was much more attended to than
that of his father. He was furrounded in infancy by
perfons of merit, and his youth promifed a capaci-
ty of no ordinary kindf. It iseven thought, that
the fingularities which he has fince contracted are
to be afcribed rather to the modes of life which he
has in a manner been obliged to adopt, than to the
natural faults of his difpofition. It muft alfo be

* A fingular oppofition may commonly be obferved between father and fon,
if any itriking feature exift in their charaers. A wcll-difpoled fon will fre~
quently poffefs that virtue which is dirc&ly oppofite to his father’s vice, parti-
cularly if he have fcen its folly, or fallen its vi@im. I could adduce private in~
frances particularly interefting to myfelf; but thofe of threc or four fuccefiive kings
of Pruffia will make moic imprefiion on the public. Frederick I. was as remarke
able for his politenels and magmificence as his fon for His roughnefs and parfi=
fony. The great king of Pruifia avoided both extremes. The grandfather pro-
tedted nd honored the fciences ofientatioufly ; the fon perfecuted them, and ea-
deavored to render them contemptible.  The grandfon cherifhed them, and culti-
vated them himfelf. The firft was a rcyal courtier 5 the fecond a royal corporal;
the tlird a royal hero.  This contraft between father and fon has not been obferva«
ble for 2 loug time in Ruffia, as one has uot Leen the other’s fucceffor; but it is
now zbout to appear in a very firiking manner.  Catharine and Paulare the two
extremes, and the grand-duke Alexznder promifes fair to be at fome futare day the
Liappy mean bitween both.

+ Louis X1V, and Freleric the Great, loadcd with favors and honors thofe
who had fupcrinterded their education. The aged Epinus, Paul’s tutor, is thieat-
er:cd with the fate of Scneca and Buntbus.  That of colerel Ja Harpe and msjor
Meflon, who were tutors to kiz fony would be Gl lefs mild, fhould they id.
again info the hand- o€ Paul
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allowed, that he is exempt from many of the vices
which difgraced Peter : temperance and regularity
of manners are prominent features of his charaéter ;
features themore commendable, asthey arerarelyto
be found in a Ruffian autocrate. To the fame caufe,
cducation, and his knowledge of the language and
charaer of the nation, is it owing that he differs
from his father in other valuable qualities. If he
has the wifdom to profit by thefe advantages, he
will not fall into the fame errors and misfortunes.

The fimilarity which, in fome inftances, has
marked their conduct towards their wives, is ftill
. more ftriking ;-and in their amours, a fingular co-
incidence of tafte is obfervable. Catharine and
Mary were the moft beautiful women of the court,
yet both failed to gain the affections of their huf-
bands. Catharine had an ambitious foul, a culti.
vated mind, and the moft amiable and polithed
manners. In a man however whofe attachments
were confined to foldiers, to the pleafures of the
bottle, and the fumes of tobacco, fhe excited no
other fentiment than difguft and averfion. Hec was
fmitten with an object lefs refpcétable, and lefs
difficult to pleafe. The countefs Vorontzof, fat,
ugly in her perfon, and vulgar in her manners,
was more fuitable to his depraved military tafte,
and fhe becanic his miftrefs®

In like manner the regular beauty of Mary,
the unalterable fwectnels of her difpofition, her

¥ She gat drunk with him, and fwore like atvoopers tac fquinied, and fgax
when the was talking,
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unwearied complaifance, her docility as a wife, and
her tendernefs asa mother, have not been fuffici-
ent to prevent Paul from attaching himfelf to Mifs
Nelidof, whofe difpofition and qualities better ac-
cord with his own. She is ugly and diminutive;
but feems dcfirous, by her wit and addrefs, to
compenfate for the difadvantages of her perfon: for
a women to be in love with Paul, it is neceflary
fhe fhould refemble him¥*.

On their acceffion to the throne, neither the
father nor the fon were favorites either of the court
or the nation, yet both acquired immediate popu-
larity and favor. The firft fteps of Paul appeared
to be direéted, but improved, by thofe of Peter.
The liberation of Kofciufzko and other prifoners
brought to public recolletion the recal of Biren,
Munich, and Leftocq, with this difference, that
Peter 1I1. did not difgrace thefe aéts of clemency
and juftice, by ridiculous violences, or by odious
and groundlefs perfecutions. Both iffued ukafes
extremely favourable to the nobility, but from.
motives eflentially different, and little to the ho-
nor of thefon. The father granted to the Ruffian
gentry thofe natural rights which every man
ought to enjoy ; while the obje& of the fon was
merely to revive thofe diftinGions which in the
prefent day are become obfolete and ridiculous in

* He has lately proved fickle. Mifs Nelidof, who lived on tolerable terms

With the emprefs, is difmiffed, and a young lady of the nanie of Lapukhin is the
favorite,
U-
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the eyes of many*. In the condu@® which he has
obferved towards the clergy, Paul, however has
fhewn himfelf a fuperior politician : inftead of in-
fulting the priefis, and obliging them to fhave their
beards, he has beftowed the orders of the empire
on the bithops, to putthem on a footing with the
nobility, and flattered the populace and priefthood
by founding churches, by pretended infpirationt.-

* Paul has now takes itinto his head to createan heraldic nobility in Ruffial
formerly this gothic inftitution was unknown there. The tzat Fedor even ordercd
the patents, of which fome familics would have availed themfelves, tobe burned,
Have the Ruffians but now reached the twelfth century ? They weie the only na-
tion in Europe, who, in their rapid progrefs to civilifation, bounded over this
folly.

4 A foldier in the guards having ftood fentry at a door of the fummer palace
(4n old wooden houfe in which Elizabeth refided), went to his captain, pretend-
ing he had a fecret 1o communicate. He informed him that while he was on duty,
he faw a light in the uninhabited appartments of _the palace, and prefently fome
perfon knocked at the door at which he ftood, and called him by name. He had
the courage to look through the chinks in the door, and there beheld St. Michael.
‘The faint ordered him to go to the emperor, and tell him that he mutt build him
a church on that fpot. In confequence, the foldier begged him to fpeak tothe cm-
peror, or he muft take the liberty to do it himfelf, in obedience to his miffion,
The officer treated the vifionary as a madman, and he fent him about his bufi-
nefs; he, however mentioned the adventure to the major, who thought proper
to relate it to Paul. The foldier was called, and ordered to repeat the account of
his vifion. The emperortold him, that St. Michael fhould be obeyed, for he had
already been infpired with the defign of building him a church, and had cven the
plan prepaired. On this he fent for the model of a church, which he had ready
in his clofet. Docs not this found likea legend ? yet this farce took place at the
court of Ruffia in the month of December 1796, and the author was in part, a
witnefs to it. The palace is pulling down, and a church and a new palaceare
begun, dedicated to monfeigneur Michel.....Gofpodi pomiloi(r) !.....The miracle
is unfolded, when it is known that a coufin of the foldier was one of Paul’s
valets-de-chambre ; and that the foldier, by way of recompence, was promoted
to the fame poft. We may expeét foon to fee Lim counfellor of ftate.

(r) The ufual exclamation which the Ruflians make, croffing themfelves at
the fame time, when they fec any thing extraordinary. It is one of the burdens
of thelitanies, ¢ Lord have mercy '
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In his military operations, however his policy
appears to have abandoned him, becaufe here he
gave thereins to his ruling paffion. The quick and
total change of difcipline he has introduced in his
armies has created him nearly as many enemies as
there are officers and foldiers. The preference he
gives to the the old Germans in his fervice may
prove as fatal to him as it did to his father. In the
diftruft and fufpicions which inceffantly haunt him,
his inferiority to his father is alfo evident. One of
the firft a&s of Peter 11I. Was to abolith the poli-
tical inquifition eftablithed by Elizabeth ; whereas

Paul has profecuted no fcheme with greater ala-
* crity than that of eftablithing a fyftem of fpies, and
_ devifing means for the encouragement of inform-
ers. The blind confidence of the father was his
ruin, but it lowed from a humanity of difpofition
always refpe@able. The diftruft of the fon may
not fave him; it is the offspring of a timorous
mind, which by its fufpi¢ions is more apt to pro-
voke than to elude treafon.

.From the conformity of chasaer obfervable,
in fo many particulars, in thefe two princes, we
might be led to conclude that the cataftrophe of
one will be that of the other; but this feems at
prefent not at all probable; for, firiking as is the
refemblance between Peter and Paul, the perfons
who compofe their courts, and the circumftances
of the times, are no lefs firikingly different.

In the firft place, the charaéter of Mary, as a
wife, is wholly oppofite to that of Catharine: Sweex-
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nefs of difpofition is her chief chara@eriftic. Her
mildnefs, patience, and modefty, have been fevere-
ly proved by the moft rigorous and whimfical treat-
ment; and, perhaps, by the perfevering exercife
of thefe qualities, fhe may in the end triumph. Her
time is employed in a fucceffion of duties and occu-
pations fuitable to her fex and her dignity. The.
education of her children, from whom fhe has too
long Leen reluantly feparated, is at prefent a
fource of happinefs to her. Her attention to her
hufband has enapled her to endure fatigues and
exercifes the leaft fuitable to her fex and her cha.
ralter. How often has the been feen to attend him
on horfeback, at the wearifome reviews of Gatfhina
and Pavlofsky ? Though exhaufted with heat and
fatigue, fometimes drenched with rain, or covered
with fnow, fhe has ftill, by her {miles, exprefled her-
acquiefcence*. She is, perhaps, more careful of

* He frequently pofted the grand-duchels on a height, to ferve as a mark ot
point of attack, to his troops, while he defended the approaches. Onc day, I re=
member, he placed her thus in the ruinous balcony of an old wooden” manfion,
round which he difpofed his troops for defence. One party of troops he had givea
to major Lindener, with orders to make the attack according to his own plan_
This plan was to eftablith the reputation of the major, and Paul prepared for the
moft able refiftance. The princefs, meanwhile, remained fixed on the tower, exe
pofed toa heavy rain. Paul haftened to every point where he expeted the enemy,
and pranced about amid the rain as proudly as Charles XIL. ina thower of muf_
ket-balls. One hour piﬂ'cd after another ; the rain redoubled its violgnce, and no
enemy appeared. Paul, entertaining a high opinion of his Pruffian, prefumed that
he had made a fkilful march behind the wood, to furprife him more cffc@ually,
Accordingly he vifited, changed, and reinforced his advanced pofts every moment,
and fent out parties to reconnoitre and fcour the country. Prequently a noble im=
patience getting the better of him or his horfe, he gallopped a confiderable way to
meet the enemy, with whofe tardinefs he began to be diffatisfied. Prefently his
impatience was changed into rage and vexation. Lindener had taken the field carly,
and made a long round through the eftate of Soltikof, to arrivé at the village : but
he had gotten his column entangled among the hedges and gardens, which threw
it into confufion, and he knew not how to march out, while he h{sd not room to
form his line. The aides-de-camp, who came from Paul every moment to order
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her time, and dedicates it to more ufeful purpofes,
than any lady in Ruflia. Mufic, painting, etching,
embroidery, are the arts in which fhe excels, and
which have alleviated the folitude in which fhe
lived. Reading and ftudy are with her not fo much
a bufinefs as a recreation; and the management of
dometftic affairs, and the diftribution of charities,
ferve happily to occupy her hours. Tall, well
made, and fill in the prime of life, the is rather
handfome than pretty ; fhe has more majefty than
grace, and lefs wit than fentiment. - She is a duti-
ful daughter and an affedtionate fifter, as well as a
faithful wife and an excellent mother. Far from
forgetting her country and her relations, the fplen-
dor which furrounds her, and the diftance which
feparates them, ferve but to increafe the warmth of
her affection and the vividnefs of her remembrance.
Her numerous relations are always in her mind ;
her correfpondence with them occupies many hours
of tranquil happinefs, and her felicity is doubled by
making thofe whom the loves partakers of it. She
has not, like the ambitious Catharine, flattered the
Ruffians by adopting their manners, their lan-
guage, and their prejudices: fhe has not attempted
to gain the efteem of this nation by defpifing her

him to make hafte, completely confufed his mind; and he could find no refource
but to pretend he was feized with aviolent colic, haften home, and leave his troops
to themfel Paul, enraged at having made fuch an excellent difpofition of his
forces in vain, fpurred on his horfe as hard as he could gallop to the palace, there
to digeft his rage; leaving his wife, his army, and thofe whom he had invited to
fee this famous manceeuvre, wet to the fkin, They had waited from five in the
morning till one in the afternoon; and much in this manner did Mary fpend all hey
mornings, with one or two young ladies at moft ; one of whom too was Paul's
favourite, and reccived all the attention of him and his courtiets,
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own, and bluthing at her origin; but has made
herfelf beloved for her goodnefs, and refpected for
her virtues*. We might, perhaps, grieve for hex
as a wife, were it not that the attachment of her
charming family ought to be a fource of fufficient
happinefs to her, and Ruflia may not improbably
one day be indebted to her for national content.
Her fruitfulnefs enfures a more tranquil and na-
tural fucceffor, and the generous blood which fhe
has tranfmuted into the branch of Holftein will mi-
tigate, perhaps, the barbarity which it derlves from
the houfe of Romanof .

It appears from this fketch, that Paul would
have nothing-to apprehend from the emprefs, even
though the love of the nation for her, and its aver-
fion to him, were to increafe. The guards and the
people would in vain entreat Mary to afcerd her

- hufband’s throne ; fhe would rejeét with horror the
invitation. Paul, however, never treated her with
becoming refpe till he became emperorf. The

* ‘Nothing can be more aftonifhing than that fuch a man as Mirabeau could
relate, in his Secret Correfpondence, fuch a filly anecdote of the grand-duchefs of
Ruffia. The young man, who is reprefented as the hero and relater of the ftory?
was affuredly rever in the company of that princefs, or even at the court of Rufia;
and there is no truth in the fcenery of this adventure, which would appear flat, ri-
diculous, and unworthy notice, had it not been related by Mirabeau.

+ What I fay of this princefs is the homage of truth: fhe well knows, and
I more firongly feel, it cannot be that of gratitude. It muft be confeffed too, that
her good qualities are fingularly obfcured by a petty vanity, which makes her think
and adt like a perfon raifed from a Jow ftation, The princefs Dorothy of Wirtem-
berg, become Mary of Hoiftein-Romanof, might difpenfe with this gothic haugh-
tinefs; for her children, though grand-dukes, are dilqualified by their paternal de-
feent for admiffion to a chapter in Germany.

1 This period was foon at an end. I am informed, that Mary was put under
arreft for twelve hours, for having given one of her women fome trifling order
which Pavl did not approve. Itappears that this warlike emperor condués cvery-

thing in a military fiyle, even in his hed-chamber.



‘COURT OF PETERSBURG. 151

court then faw with aftonithment this hufband,
hitherto fo harfh and uncouth, change at once his
condué towards her.  On his acceflion, he granted
her the fum of five hundred thoufand rubles
(50,000L.) for her private expenfes, promifing her
at the fame time a2 more ample provifion *. He fo-
licited the return of Mrs. Benkendorf, whom he
had fome years before difmiffed from the fervice of
his wife with circumftances of great indignity. To
furnifh Mary with occupations {uitable to the bene-
volence of her difpofition and her fex, he appointed
her fuperior of the convent of young ladies. In
fhort, he treated her with the refpect and attention
he ought always to have thewn her. A conduét, fo
unexpefted from Paul, caufed great fenfations.
Various motives have been affigned for this change :
but whatever may be the true caufe, this at leaft is
certain, thatin his treatment of his wife, Paul wifely
differs from his father, who, after his acceflion to the
throne, behaved to Catharine with the fame negleét
and difrefpect as before 1.

We have already-feen, that Catharine was pre-
vented by death from the execution of another de-
fign, which would have proved more fatal to Paul,
-but that. the youth and natural good difpofition of
his eldeft fon defeated it; who, by the purity of his

* As grand-duckefs, fhe had only 60,000 rubles (6000l.) a year; and with
this fum was more generous, and did morc good, than at prefent.

4 It muft be oonfeﬂ'ed, however, that Catharine, whofe amours with Stani-
flaus Poniatofsky were a fcandal to the whole court, gave her hufband firong rea-
fons for ill treating hor; and that the condu® of Mary is irteprundiaMic,
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morals and his perfonal charms, infpires a highde.
gree of admiration. That ideal charatter which
enchants us in Telemachus is almoft realized in
him. He may be reproached, too, with the fame
faults which Fenelon has beftowed on his imagi-
nary pupil*; but thefe are, perhaps, not fo much
faults as the abfence of certain qualities not yet de.
veloped in him, or which have been ftifled in his
heart by the miferable companions which have been
allotted him. He inherits from Catharine magna-
nimity of fentiment and an unalterable equality of
temper; a mind juft and penetrating, and uncom-
mon difcretion ; with the alloy, however, of a cay-
tious difpofition, a circumf{peétion unfuitable to. his
age, and which might be taken for diffimulation,
did it not evidently proceed rather from the deli-.
cate fituation in which he was placed between his
father and grandmother, than from his heart, which
is naturally frank and ingenuous. He poffefles his
mother’s ftature and beauty, as well as her mildnefs
and benevolence, whilein none of his features doeg
he refemble his father. Paul, conjeéturing the in-
tentions of Catharine in favour of this fon, has al-
ways felt coldly towards him; at the fame time
he difcovers in him no refemblance of charaéter,
and no conformity of tafte with himfelf ; for Alex-
ander appears to do what his father requires of him,
from a principle of filial duty rather than compli-
ance with his owninclinations. His humanity has

* ¢ With a noble and well-difpofed heart, he appeared neither obliging nor
¢ fenfible to friendfhip, nor grateful for the pains taken on his account: neither
% was he prompt to acknowledge merlt,”” &c.~Telemachus, book xvi.
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scquired him the hearts of the foldiers, hu good
fenfe the admiration of the officers; he is the con-
ftant mediator between the emperor and thofe un-
happy perfons who, by fome trifling neglect, may
provoke his anger. He requires not the dignity of
grand-duke of Ruffia to infpire fentiments of love
and intereft ; nature has richly endowed him with
the moft amiable qualities, and his character of heir
to the greateft empire in the world, cannot render
them indifferent to humanity. Heaven, perhaps,
deftines him to render thirty millions of people
more free than they are at prefent, and more wor-
thy of being fo.

His chara&er, however, though-amiable, is paf-
five. He wants the courage and confidence to dif-
cover the man of merit, always modeft and unob-
trufive; and it is to be feared, that the moft impor-
tunate and impudent, who are generally the mo#f
ignorant and vicious, will find little difficulty in
procuring accefs to him. Yielding too eafily to
the impulfes of others, he does not fufficiently con-
fult his own heart and underftanding. He appears
to have loft his relith for inftruction, in lofing his
mafters, and efpecially colonel 1a Harpe, his firft
preceptor, to whom he owes all the knowledge
he has acquired. A too premature marriage has
contributed to diminifh his energy ; and it is pro-
bable that, notwithftanding his good qualities, he
will become in time the dupe of his courtiers, and

even of his valets.
X
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After this account of his chara&er, it cannot be
fuppofed that he will ever undertake of himfelf the
odious projeét with which Catharine wifhed to in-
fpire him." However, during the laft illnefs of the
emprefs, and for feveral days after her death, he
was detained near the perfon of his father with
marks of tendernefs, but not without {ymptoms of
fufpicion. Scarcely was he allowed an hour in the
day to vifit his young duchefs. The emperor furs
rounded him with officers on whom he thought he
could rely, and removed from their places all thofe
who were not his creatures and fpies: "he took from
him his own regiment to give him another, and ap.
pointed him military governour of Peterfburg,
naming at the fame time, for his afljftant or guar-
dian, the ferocious Arakt{chtief. The revenue of
the young prince, which hitherto had not exceeded
thirty thoufand rubles* (3000l.) was increafed to
two hundred (20,000/.); and his father, by em-
ploying him in many trifling concerns, which de-
tained him about his perfon nearly the whole day:
-long, was manifeftly defirous of watching over him
himfelf. It is impoffible not to praife the emperor
for having thus attached to himfelf, by means fo
mild and natural, the obje¢t of his unjuft fufpicions;
and we are pleafed with thefe marks of affeétion for

# The great, the generous Catharine, whofe magnificence aftonifhed the uni-
verfe, and who gave rubles by millions to her favourites, left her fon and grandfon
in wantof peceffaries. Thirty thoufand rubles in paper for a grand-duke of all the
Ruflias] equal to fixty thoufand livres French money (2500l.) Sometimes they
were given in gold or filver: but they who had the management of thercvenues of
the young princes, took care to play the ufurer, fo that in their hands they wese
diminifhed nearly half.
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his children, to. whom for fifteen years he never
felt the refolution to give the leaft proof of his re-
gard *.

The vulgar, who in general judge from the
moft deceitful appearances, perceiving in  the
grand-duke Alexander a referve and circumfpec-
tion of conduét, which they miftook for pride, were
at firft charmed with his younger brother Conftan-
tine. This prince does not poffefs the advantage
of {o agreeable and prepoflefling a perfon as his
brother; grimace ferves him for wit, and buffoonery
procures him popularity. He exhibits more than
one trait of refemblance to the unhappy tzarovitch
Alexis, efpecially in his averfion for the fciences,
and the rudenefs of his manners. He poflefled,
however, the germs of a found heart and under-
ftariding, which his firft mafters negleéted to culti-
vate, and which colonel la Harpe attempted in vain
to.improve, by extirpating the weeds that checked
their growth. It will be happy for Conftantine,
when he arrives at an age of more difcretion, thould
he revive and cultivate them himfelf.

In other refpe&s, he is a fon worthy of his fa-
ther; the fame eccentricities, the fame feverity,
and the fame turbulence, diftinguifh him; but he
will never poffefs the information which his father

* I am informed that the grand-duke Alexander has juft been placed by Paul
in the office of Befborodko, as Frederic the Great was by his officer in the office of
anc of the Pruffian minifters, to perform the fun&ions of a fimple clerk.  Whether
it be to procure him inflruion, or to humble and punifh him, the young grince
will be one day the better for it,

i
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has acquired, nor his capacity, though he promifes
in time to equal, and even to furpafs him, in the
art of manceuvring a dozen automatons. - Can it
be believed, that a prince of feventeen, lively and
vigorous, would on the morning after his marriage
to a young and beautiful woman, leave his bride
at five o’clock to manceuvre in the court of his
palace a couple of foldiers, who were placed theré
as centinels, and upon whom he infli®ted at the
fame time repeated firokes of his cane? Yet fuch
was the conduét of the grand-duke Conftantine.
I know not whether this military mania promifes a
good general, but fure I am that it is a proof of ('
bad hufband*.

Paul, though he found in his own family ne
caufe to fear the misfortunes of his father, or any
attempt dangerous to his tranquility, had not
equal reafon to be fatisfied on the part of the no-
bility. 1t is certain that he was difliked by them
all, and for ten years was a fubjeét of ridicule at
the court of his mother: but Potemkin was no

* Some time before his marriage, he had adetachment of foldiers given him
for his amufement. After having tormented thefe poor wretches for fome months,
he went {o far as to canc the major who commanded them. The major had the
courage to complain to count Soltikof, and the favorite related the ftory to the
empre(s. She ordercd her grandfon under arreft, and took from him his foldiers,
who were not returned to him till after his marriage.

Many other ftories might be told of this young prince, but it would be only
repeating the the vulgar tricks of a boy without education. His grandmother per-
ceived it too late to remedy it. In his childhood he bit and firuck his mafters;
now he ftrikes the officers at their exercife, and knocks out the teeth of the poor
faldiers  The king of Sweden being with all the court at a ball given by Samoi-
Jof, be faid to him, ¢« Do you know in whole houfe you are?....That of

A the greatel W....gp. in Peterfourg” His grandmorher gt bim under arreft,
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more. A diminutivenefs in virtue 3s in vice, was
the charaéteriftic of all who approached the throne;
no one poffefled that firength of capacity which . is
neceflary to accomplifh a revolution, and all wanted
that energy which great crimes. demand. Catha.
rine could, with more juftice than the countefs of
Muralt, have beftowed on her miinifters the epithet
which fhe gave to her wits*. A flight fketch of each
of thefe perfonages will be fufficient to prove the
truth of what I have advanced.

Count and prince Zubof, the laft favorite of
Catharine, was thirty years of age and upwards.
He was far from poflefling the genius and ambition
of Orlof and .Potemkin, though in the end he
united in his perfon more power and credit than
thefe celebrated favorites had ever enjoyed. Potem-
kin was indebted for his elevation almoft folely to
himfelf. Zubof owed his to the infirmities of Ca~-
tharine. He increafed in power, in riches, and in
credit, becaufe the a&ivity of Chatharine was di-
minifhed, her vigor abated, and her underftanding
impaired. During the laft years of her life, this
young man found himfelf literally emperor of all
the Ruffias. He had the folly to with, or toappear,
to direét everything; but, having no knowledge
of the routine of affairs, he was obliged to reply,
to thofe who atked him for inftruétions, Sdélaite kak
_ prégedé, «« Do as before.” Nothing equalled his
haughtinefs but the fervility of thofe who ftrove to
profirate themfelves before him ; and it muft be ac-

# It is well known that fhe called them LES DURCEIS, ©
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knowledged, that the meannefs of the Ruffian cour-
tiers has always furpafled the impudence of the
favorites of Catharine. All crouched at the feet
of Zubof: he ftood ereft, and thought himfelf
great.: Every morning a numerous court befieged
his doors, and filled his antichambers. Veteran
generals and grandees of the empire did not blufh
to carefs his moft infignificant valets*.  Stretched
with indecent negligence on a fofa, his little finger
in his nofe, his eyes vacantly turned towards the
ceiling, this young man, of a cold and vain phy-
fiognomy, {carcely deigned to pay attention to
thofe who furrounded him. He amufed himfelf -
with the tricks of his ape, which leaped on the
fhoulders of his degraded courties, or converfed
with his buffoon ; while the veterans, under fome
of whom he had been a ferjeant, the Dolgorukys,
the Gallitzins, the Soltikofs, and all who are
diftinguithed for their exploits or their crimes,
ftanding around him, waited with profound filence
till he condefcended to turn his eyes towards them,
that they might again proftrate themfelves before
him. The name of Catharine figured in his con-
verfation, but he fcarcely deigned to pay the heir
of the crown that exterior refpeét which the eti.
‘quette of the court required; and even Paul was
forced to humble himielf before a petty officer.
of the guards, who, but a fhort time before, had
begged his pardon for having offended one of his

‘& Thefe valets have been frequently feen te beat back the officers and gene-
rals who crowded round the doors, and prevented them fiom being fhut,
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dogs*. To obtain money or favors for his depend-,
ants, the grand-duke Conftantie paid him the
moft affidious court. Meanwhile, none of the
twelve favorites of Catharine appeared fo poorly
endowed in perfon and mind as Zubof. In his
elevation, he difplayed no genius, no virtues, no
paflions, unlefs we account as fuch the vanity and
avarice which diftinguithed him ; accordingly when
his power expired, his emptinefs was apparent. The
immenfe wealth of his family, and the vaft eftates
extorted by his father from the landholders of his
provinces, are monuments which he has left of his
adminiftrationt. The death of the emprefs redu- .
ced him in a moment to the obfcurity from which
fhe had drawn him ; as the ephemeron of a day,
produced by the fun flutters in his kindly beams,
but cannot furvive the paffing breeze. Zubof la.
mented Catharine, as a fon bewails the lofs of his
mother; and’ this was the only moment of his life

* Paul had adog of which he was fond. This dog, roaming about the palace,
attempted to fnatch a piece of meat from a trumpeter belonging. to the guards,
The foldiergave him a blow over the head with his trumpet. The dog ran how-
ling and bloody to the apartments of Paul, who was in a rage on hearing the ftory.
¢ Ah|” cried he, ¢ cverything belonging to me, everything I love, is an objeét of
¢ perfecution. [ have but one dog, and they want to kill it. Let the officer on
 guard be fent to me, and let him be punifhed I’ The officer on guard at that,
time was Zubof, who, informed of the rage of the grand-duke, went and threw
himfelf at the feet of Soltikof, his patron, to beg he would go with him and fo.
licit his pardon. It waswith difficulty Soltikof could obtain it; for Paul was pere
fuaded that his dog had been beaten out of hatred to him, and becaufe he was de-
tefted by the g The trumpeter maintained that he did not know to whom
the dog belonged; and this, Paul took for a fieth infult, for which he would cer~
tainly have inflied a fevere punithment, had it been in his power. '

4 Zubof’s father was made a judge; and, to enrich himfelf, he brought up
all the old caufes in the cou:t, or made the pacties relinquith them to him, snd
then decided them himfelf, or cawfed them to be degided in s fawer,
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in which he appeared at all interefting. It is alfo
juft to obferve, that, mingling with the crowd, he
difcovered more readily the ftation that was fuita-
ble to his infignificance,” than the courtiers did
“theirs, which ought to have been ftill by his fide.
They fhewed themfelves yet more bafe than he
was humbled; and though for the firt days his
antichambers were deferted, for a long time after-
wards, when heappeared at court, the ftupid cour-
tiers made way for him, and proftrated themfelves
before him as before a fovereign; fo difficult is it
for flaves to recover their dignity of manhood!
We muft do him the farther juftice to acknowledge,
that he did not, like a Mentchikof and a Biren,
people the deferts of Siberia; though, at the infti-
gation of Efterhazy and other French emigrants,
he committed aéts of great injuftice and inquifito-
rial violence; and the calamities of Poland may in
part be confidered as his work.

The emperor, who, at the moment of his accef-
fion, treated him with aftonithing refpe&, con-
firmed him in the moft flattering terms, in all his
employments; beftowed on his brother the firft
order of Ruffia, folely for having undertaken a
journey to Gatfhina; made him a prefent of one
of his military uniforms;—the emperor, I fay,
having meafured his man, perceived that he had
nothing to fear from him; accordingly, the feal
was fuddenly put on his chancery, and it was the
grand-duke Conftantine, lately his moft afliduous
courtier, who executed this commiffion, as officer
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of the police, with all the rudenefs which is natural
to him*  His fecretaries were banithed, or driven
rom the court}; his creatures exiled or impri-
oned I; and all the officers of his ftaff, or of his fuit,

* It is to be obferved, that Zpbof, who had all places in his hands, and the
~cretaries, who had all public affairs in theirs, were fent off in four-and-twenty
1vurs, without making them give any account, or defanding any information.
he confufion this occafioned will appear in the fequel. -

4 Th: two moit famous are Altefti and Griboffky. The former is a Ragufan,
vhom the Ruifian miniiter Bolkunof took from a merchant’s compting houfe in
“onftantinople to employ him in his ofice. When war was declared, he came to
‘eterfburg to folicit employment, and got into the fervice of Zubof, who was
1owing in favour. e underflood feveral languages, and was not deftitute of
enle.  He foon became the penman of Zubof, and even of the emprefs. A
amphlct, which he wrote in French againft the King and revolutionifts of Poland,
nd in which he treated the former 2s a fuflionary, the latter as jacobins, fuffing
t with cpithets, lies, ffupiditics, and fattery, eftablithed his reputation and his
atuine.  This libel was fpread abroad like a manifeito.  Titles, orders of knight-
ood, and flaves, were prelently lavithed on Altefti. Not contented with thefe
iits, he enriched himfelf prodigioufly by other means.  The Polith confederates,
ie governments, the Coffacs, &c. were eager to purchafe his protection and fervices
y hard ducats. Allthe affairs of Poland were in his hands, and on him depended
realth, liberty, and life; for he made out the lifts of the proferibed. He grewr
ncommonly haaghty and impudent; but an impertinent trick he played coune
iolowin, who had the courage to complain of it, at length ruined him, HMec had
‘derstoretire to his cftates ; bt Zubof had obtained hisiccal, and he was on the point
{ 1e-cntering into office a4 few days before the death of Catharine.  One of the
.11 orders of Paul was an injun&ion to him to depart in twenty-four hours, Al-
»fti has talents, but is ungrateful: he occafioned the difgrace of Bolkunof, his
:ft benefa&or.

Guibofiky, tha other iceretary, was a Ruffiin.  He had not the underftand-
ng of lus coileague, but perhaps a better heart, and acquired nearly equal in-
luznce. He was the fon of a clergyman, and began bis carcer as a copyift in
1¢ office of Puremkin. Inlefsthan two years, under Zubof, he attained the tank
f colonel, and his Juxiiv and expenfive mode of living afl-nithed and difgufted
| Pererbuig. The fine: ladies admirdd his perfon, and he was flattered by the
2aveit lords.  He kept a band of mufic, buffoons, mifivefies, and horfes, Inthe
wring he gave fuppers, with defirts of fiuit not to be feen at the emprefs’s table;
3 [ was prafear 2t an entertainment where every’one paid his fhot, the deffist
Twhich, furmited by him, was reckoned, in confequence of the frafon, at five
andecrubles (50°)

1 Ameng ot'iery Ken'2f, a young man, wlis would have deferved a better fite

1 his hicart been 2qual to his head : he was accufed of having faid to one of his’
slds, whoen he metin Paal’s new uniform, ¢ Good moaning; what, you are
" n ' hE .

*gaing toa maprerade

’ Y
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upwards of two hundred in number were obliged
to join immediately their refpective corps, or give
in their refignation. To remove bhim with lefs in-
dignity from the palace, a large manfion was given
him as a prefent, and all his offices were then with-
drawn. - He did not himfelf give in his refignation
of thirty different employments till in reality he
no longer held them. The emperor created Ni-
cholas Soltikof field marfhal, and reftored to his
office the adminiftration of military affairs, 'which'
had been taken from it by Zubof. It was then
that the diforders and abufes which pervaded h e
fervice were difcovered. The favourite, who, to
enrich himfelf, carried on a war in Perfia, the con-
duéting of which was entrufted to his brother#,
had not condefcended to fubmit to the college ‘of
war the ordinary reports; and the troops which he
had marched towards Gallicia were equally neg-
lected ; fo that, when it became neceflary to make
a new arrangement of the army, it was not known
where the greater part of the regiments were, and
ftill lefs in what condition they would be found.
Officers, who had to rejoin the corps, knew not to
what quarter of the world they thould fet off to find
them, and in vain attended the officers to obtain
the neceflary informationt. '

% At the emprefs’s table, during the vifit of the king of Sweden, the conver-
fation turned on forne news juft brought by a courier. ¢ It is but a trifle,”* faid

Zubof'to a Swede; “my brother fends us word, that he has gained a battle, and
‘¢ conquered a province ; that is nothing new.”

4 This was frequently the cafe in Ruflia; but the following will excite
more aftonithment. A Frenchman, the chevalier Roger, having folicited count
Soltikof, through tho-medium of major M * ¥, to give him the poft of command-
ant of fome remote place, as he withed for fuch a retirement, where he migl.t live
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A few weeks after, Zubof obtained permiffion,
or rather received orders to quit Ruffia. Like all
his predeceflors, he went into Germany to exhibit
the brilliants, the orders, and the portraits which
he had received from Catharine: but of all the gifts
of his old mifirefs, the rubles are thofe which he
has ufed with moft dilcretion. After having taken
with him a girl difguifed as a velet, he fell in love
at Teeplitz with a pretty emigrant of the name of
Roche-Aimon: but he there foon became ac-
quainted with the young princefles of Courland,
who, with the graces and beauty they inherit from
their mother, and the immenfe fortunes which their
father will leave them, are the moft defirable heir-
elles in Europe. He endeavoured, accordingly, to
pay his court to the old duke, whom a little before
he had attempted®to ftrip of his fovereignty, and
towards whom he had affe¢ed fo much haughtinefs
at Peterfburg. The duke expreffed to him his
refentment and contempt; but Zubof, unaccuf-
tomed to meet with obftacles, conceived the defign
of carrying off the eldeft princefs by force. Whe-
ther, however, the duke complained to the empe-
ror, or Paul was atuated by other motives, he dif-
patched an order to Zubof to return to Ruffia; and

with his wife more cheaply, the minifter gave arders to fee whether any fuch place
was vacant. Being informed that fort Peter and Paul in the government of Orem-
burg was without 2 commandant, Roger was appointed to the poft, and fet off-
Some months after, major M ## received a letter from Roger in the following
words : ¢ [ am arrived 1n the country where my fort was faid to be; but judge
¢¢ of my furprife on being informed that it was defiroyed by Pugatfhef twenty
§¢ years ago, and exifts no longer. Finding myfelf in a defart with my family,
“ without an afyluni, and without refource, I have been obliged to return to
« Orerfiburg.” This Jetter was fhewn to the minifter, who gane Reges wnatoex
poft.
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it is probable that the laft favourite of Catharine
has, by this time, acted his laft part.

Count Nicholas Soltikof, field-marfhal, minifter

of war, and grand mafter to the young grand.
dukes * %k K ¥ ok k ok k ok k k k Kk ¥ * K k *k %k %k
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Theold vice-chaincellor Oftermann, whom Paul’
haftened to advance to the poft of chancellor, in
order to get rid of him, burdeaed with old age
and infirmities, no longer appeared at court but as
a remembrance of paft times. He waz far from
acting under Catharine the part which his father
had played under the reign of Anne, and frem de-
ferving the fume difgrace from Paul which his fa-
ther had merited from Elizabeth. He had the
.name only of vice-chancellor, and the difpatch of
fome paffports which were given him to fign. Di.
plomatic and foreign affairs were divided in the
office of Zubof between Befborodko and Markof,
who were the adtual authors of all the minifierial
papers; and the firft of whom particularly enjoyed
an imwmenfe credit, which even balanced that of
the favourite.

Befborodko and Markof were perfect contraiis
to each other. The one was awkward, clownilt,
negligent, diforderly, his ftockings about bis hecis,
apd had the gait of an elephant; though richiy
babited, he appeared zlways as il he had drellid
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himfelf at the conclufion of a debauch, which fill
opprelled him with the ftupidity of drowfinefs: the
other was fo minutely attentive to drefs, that he
might pafs for the ridiculous marquis of fome of
our comedies ; and fo ablurdly affe€ted that he never
cntered a room or bowed but according to the rules
of a dancing-mafler, never walked Eut on his toes,

and never took fhuff without difpliying the brillis |
ants which fparkled on his fingers. When he 4

fpoke, too, it was alwaysin the ear of the perfon
with whom he difcourfed ; his converfation confift-
ed of mon-mots, his anfwers of points; and the
fame ftudy and afleétion were perceptible in his
attempts at wit as in his drefs and manners.

('3

L 3

Befborodko, notwithftanding the depravity of

his morals, is altive, and occafionally laborious.
Advanced from the fituation of clerk in the chan-
cery to the rank of prime-minifter*, heis well ac-
quainted with the routine of affairs, and writes
with facility; but the negligence and diforder
which charaéterife his perfon are equally percepti-
ble in all the officers under his adminiftration, and
particularly in the management of pofts, of which

* At firft a writer in the office of Romanzof, he became fecretary to Catha-
rine, and the following is faid to have led the way to his fortune. Having beea
ordered oue day to draw up a ukafe, ke forgot it. On her afking for it, Befbo~
rodko, without being difcancerted, took from his pocket a fheet of tlank paper,
in which he began to read, as if it contained the ukafz in queftion. Catharine,
fatisficd with the language, afked for the paper, that fhe might f:gn it, and was
much aftonifhed to find it blank. This facility of extémporzneous compofition
ftruck her; and, far from reproaching the fecretury with his negligenc= or deceit,
fhe made him minifter of ftate, for knowing ti:e iyle of a ukafe by heact; and
Yaving bad the boldnefs to impafe it on her,
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he is director-general, and which is an office open
‘to the infpection of every one*.

Before his appointment, it was the beft con-
ducted public inftitution in Ruffia; under his ad-
miniftration it will foon become the worft. His
office is a devouring gulph, from which nothing
returns; and the advantages which principaliy
--diftinguifh his houfe are the multitude of entrances
and fecret ftair-cafes by which he contrives to
efcape, in quitting, or to fhun, in entering, the
unhappy expetants, who wait whole days in the
anticbambert. It is necellary to have the clue of
Ariadne to reach this Minotaur; who withqut
doubt, would be found at the extremity of his la-
byrinth, engaged in making fome young beauty
his prey.

It;the morals of Markof are not edifying, it
muft be admitted that he does not traverfe the Me:-
schanskyl like Befborodko. He is attached to a
tragic adtrefs of the name of Hus, who has great

* Of all partsof the country, the eftates of the direQor-general of the poft,
were thofe were horfes were never to be had, and where travellers were {micto te
taken in.

4 It is faid thar an artarney, not being akle to get fight of him, atlength
eontrived to flip info his camage and wait tor him theie. Betborodko, adonithed
atthe boldnefs or the tchemve, heard the man’s tale, and promifed to make his
bufinets known to the emprets: but the man would not quit his poft, and 1emain-
ed in the camiage till Betbvodko came out of the palace, that he might have an
aulwer. Repuit fays it was a favorable one.

¥ The name ol the quarter of Petertburg in which girls of the town nioft ’
abound,
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influence over him, and who at leaft endeavours to
be refpectable in the chara&er of mother, which,
~ her admirer often fucceeds in conferring upon her®.
On the talent which is afcribed to thefe two mini.
fters, of being able, the one to tranflate impromptu
into Rufs, the other into French, the minifterial
papers, I fet but little value. All the compofiti-
ons ! have read of the one or the other, efpecially
of Markof, have neither been diftinguifhed for -
elegance of ftyle, nor clearnefs of expreffion. I :
do not fpeak of logic, the details which they have
had to give having been generally too abfurd to
affort with it. Befides, under Catharine Il. Ruffian
diplomatics did not require {plendid talents. She
employed two means more perfuafive than either
argument or eloquence—threats and money, the
effeéts of which are always fear and corruption.
The prejudice of many parts of Europe, and elpe-
cially of Germany, in favor of Ruflia, is aftonifh-
ing. One might be led to conclude from it, that
the cabinet of Peterfburg was compofed of men of
uperior abilities: the court of Vienna crouches
" beneath its influence, and that of Berlin has not
yet been able to difmifs its fears and refpet.
Doubtlefs, if the intelligent ftatefmen of Germany
could have a clear view of thofe men who have
dazzled them, they would be afhamed of having
fo long miftaken the falfe luftre of a corrupted

* The emperor, as a refinement of vengeance, forbad la Hus to accompany
Markof in his exile: faying, the belonged to the court, and not to um. Tk
tragic altrefs, who pofle(les confiderable talents, had convertzd the Prench theat-e
into an arift.cracy, over which fhe prefided.
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throne for the true radiance of genius, paper for
smoney, threats for greatncfs, and prefumption tor
ability.

Befborodko, who had always worn fhoes and
buck!les like Paul, and was alfo extremely rich and
powerful, was at firft treated with refpeét*. Mar-
kof, who did not poffels thefe advantages to the
- fame degree, was. difmifled with indignity, and
publicly difgraced. He is the fame perfon who
was formerly fent from Holland to Paris, where he
is ftill remembered by the appeilation of the flupid
Riarkcf,

The prefent count Samcilof, attorney-general
of thie cmpire, had no other merit to diftinguifth
hira tian that of being the nephew of Potemkin,
and bearing a flight and deceitfcl refemblance of
him. His capacity was uncqual to the duties of
his office, in right of which he was grand-treafurer
and prefident of the fenate, and of all the courts
of the empire. It was againft his own inclination
that he was called from the army to fill thefe civii
employmeunts. He acknowledged that he did not
poflefs the neceflary talents; but his deficiency was
his chief recommendation, for they wanted a paf-
five agent, who fhould be unable, from want of
capacity to counteraét the views of Catharine or
her favorites. It was at his houfe that the infa-

* 1le was made a prince, and was worthy of being one. e continued
Paul’s priime-minificr; and it was he who, in the name of his matter, declared
war on the French republic; citing as a motive decress, which T belisi: ae

kaowan to himff, 11> is now Jead,
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mous inquifition, re-affembled which’ Ann ereéted
under the name of the Secret Chancery, which
Peter 1II. thought it his duty to abolith, which
Catharine revived under another form, and the
worthy members of which Paul carefully difperfes
in the antichambers of particular houfes. The'
palace of Samoilof, which is-one of the moft ele.
gant in Peterfburg, contains feveral prifons for thé
detention of accufed perfons, where they are fafely
kept till they can privately be difpofed of. It is
apparently on this account alone that many cons
fider it as a public building. In other refpeéts,
Samoilof was infignificant and like the afs carrying
reliques. [Paul, to reward him for the readinefs
with which ‘he caufed the oath of fidelity to be
taken by the fenate, beftowed on him four thoufand
peafants under pretence that his mother had already
promifed them. Some days after he was fuddenly
removed from his place, and prince Kurakin ap-
pointed his fucceffor.

‘But the man againft whom the blood and tears
of thoufands of vi&ims cried moft loudly for vem.
geance, he who ought to have fuffered firft beneath:
the axe of juftice, if the fucceffor of Catharine had
been endowed with firmnefs, equity, and humity,
was Arkarof, governor-general of Peterfburg.
This man, or rather this favage, had diftinguifh-
ed himfelf for a long time by a brutality of con-
duét worthy of an executioner of Attila. He was
' governor of Tver, where he exercifed a {yftew K
robbery, the details of which wou\d excie oot

Z
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and appear incredible, when Catharine, towards
the end of her life, placed him near her perfon.
This is the man whom fhe judged worthy to be
the guardian of her crown, when the French revo-
lution, the Zubofs, the Efterhazys, and perhaps
her own remorfe, began to fill her with fufpicions
and terrror. He foon difplayed, in a more exten-
five field thofe, horrid qualities, which had been the
fecourge of the provinces of Mofco and Tver. Upon
the death of Catharine, the fall of Zubof, and
the acceffion of Paul, the punith ment of this mofi-
fter was expefted as an event that could not fail to
take place. Innumerable victims of his tyrannies
caft themfelves at the feet of Paul, and demanded
juftice and vengeance. The emperor, however,
granted no redrefs to complaints of abufe of pow:
er or oppreflion, but contented himfelf with com-
manding Arkarof to pay fome debts. Of all thofe
who enjoyed the confidence of the mother, he
was, by a horrid exception in favor of his talents,
the only one who obtained the confidence of the
fon. He was confirmed .in all his old, and even
raifed to new employments. Neverthelels, the
complaints of honeft men, and the cries of the
people, increafed againft him. It is faid, that
Paul, when on his way to Mofco to be crowned,
found the road ftrewed with petitions againft his
new Sejanus*

From this account of four or five perfons, whe
held the reins of government at the death of Ca.

* Feis now in difgrace, though not for his crimes.
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tharine, it appears that Paul had nothing to ap-
prehend from them: all of them were rich, their

' fortunes made, and none of them young. It can-
not, however, be too carefully obferved, with what
eagernefs Paul ftill loaded with wealth thefe blood-
fuckers of the ftate, before he difcarded them. His
motives are obvious: as foon as he thought he had
no longer anything to fear from them, he difgraced
them. .The fudden death of his mother prevented
any other party from forming at court, and there
&vas no individual at the head of the armies in a
fituation to undertake anything. The three gene-
rals in chief, who commanded then the principal
armies of the empire, were as remote from each
other, by means of their different manners, views,
and characters, as ‘by the immenfe diftance which
atually feparated them,

The moft eminent was prince Nicholas Repnin,
whofe name has {o often refounded through Europe . .
conjunétly with that of the celebrated Romanzof*. -

* I make no mention, likewife, ofthat old warrior, whom the ingratitude of
Catharine, who was indebted to him for hier firft triumphs, will render for ever ce~
lebrated, no lcfs than his own exploits. He was himfelf dying at the time of the
emprefs’s deceafe; and, though he had the commard of an army, his debility ren~
dered him ina&ive. Paul wore mourning for him three days, and ordered-all his
army to do the fame. OFor twenty years he had left off vifiting the court; and,
whether in retirement or in the camp, led a life as felfith as philofophic; for he is
Iefs to be honoured as a hufband or a father, than asa general. He parted from his
wife, and remained as much a firanger to his family as la Fontaine. One of his
fons having finifhed his ftudics, cameito the army to him to afk a commiffion.
¢ Who are you?" faid Romanzof. ¢ Your fon.”....¢ O, very well? you are
¢ grown up, I fee.” After a few more queftions EQuALLY paternal, the young
man afked, where he fhould take up his abode, and what he was to do. ¢ Why,
¢ to be fure, you are acquainted with fome officer or other in the camp?*’ faid his
father. It s a faét no lefs fingular, that his fon, Scigius Romantek, tevurding
from his embaffy to Sweden, atked Nicholas Soltikof §ot 2 Jakkex of recommmendas

tio: to his father, that he might be well received by Wi,
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He was, with this veteran warrior, the only gene-
ral of fignal merit in the armies of Catharine, whofe
appearance and. perfon did not exhibit a perfeét
contraft to their reputation. In the laft war but
one againft the Turks, he aéted a brilliant part as
a general, and difplayed great abilities as a nego-
tiator at Conftantinople. He was afterwards dif-
tinguifhed in Poland by as much politenefs as
haughtinefs. He then fubmitted ignominioufly to.
the afcendancy of Potemkin, who treated him as a
refpe&able charaer of paft times. In his old age*
he ftill further diminifhed his early reputation by
an attachment to the myfteries of martinifm and
the illuminés; and we are at a lofs to determine,
whether it was the humility of a devotee, the bafe-
nefs of a courtier, or the ftoicifm of a patriotic hero,
that enabled him to bear the infolence of Potemkin.
and the hatred of Catharine, who, while they avail-
ed themfelves of his military talents, loaded him
with infults. He had incurred the hatred of Ca-
‘tharine by declaring in favour of Paul, and advifing
him to affert his rights to the crown, of which his
mother had only been proclaimed guardian and re-
gent. In the laft war againft the Turks, Repnin
acted a very inferiour part, yoking Rimfelf volun-
tarily to the car of Potemkin, left he fhould other-
:w_ife not be harneffed at all; for he was-refolved to
ferve, though they might be even unwilling to em-
ploy him. In the antichambers of the favourites
he proftituted his laurels and his white hairs more
eagerly than a young officer who had #ill his for-
‘tune to make. How different was Repnin herte ta
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Repnin when ambaflador at Warfaw, giving audi-
ence to the king of Poland in his drefling-gown*!
or rather, it was the fame charaéter ; for the haugh-
tieft perfons will always be found to be the moft
fervile. .

- When Potemkin, however, was detained from
the camp by the pleafures and feftivities of Peterf~
burg, as has been already mentioned, Repnin, to
whom he had left the command of the army during
his abfence, fo far emancipated himfelf as to negleét
the order he had received to remain inaétive. He
fuddenly pafled the Danube, and, by a fkilful march,
furprifed and defeated the grand army of the vifier
Yufluf. This gallant and fuccefsful a&ion revived
the faded laurels of Repnin. The court refounded
with his praifes : they compared this bold and de-
cifive campaign with thofe of Potemkin, who was
content every winter to attack fome fortrefles, the
capture of which coft fo much blood, and who had
never found a Turkilh army to fight with. Roufed
from his lethargy by this blow, which difgraced
and threatened him, Potemkin abandoned his
pleafures, and entered into Moldavia. His inter-
view with Repnin was a terrible explofion, which
the conqueror of the Turks fuftained with more

* One day, the king coming to pay him a vifit, he ran‘and put on a morning-
gown to receive him.  After a trifling excufe, and a flight bow, he turned his back
to the looking-glafs, which was oppofite Staniflaus, ating in a manner that would
have difgraced a merry-andrew, and which delicacy forbids me to mention. At
Riga, he received d’ Artois almoft as rudely, ‘pretending not to know him, and
leaving him alone by the fire. He was piqued at the air of fuperiority which the
French prince affumed, and at his not fajuting the guard, which padd T tiikacy
honours.
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firmnefs than was expe®ed of him. But he was
" driven from the army, and obliged to acquiefce in
his difmiffal, for having gained a moft decifive vic-
tory, and forced the Turks to folicit. an ignomini.
ous peace: fuch was ftilLthe influence of Potemkin,
and the condefcenfion of the ungrateful Catharine!
On the death of Potemkin, which happened fhortly
after, Repnin repaired to Peterfburg, and degraded
his old age and his honours in the antichamber of
Zubof, who, flattered to fee the old warrior in the
number of his afliduous courtiers, appointed him
governour-general of Livonia. ln the confterna-
tion and rage into which Catharine was thrown by
the maflacre of the Ruffians in Warlaw, he received
orders to collect the regiments of his province, and
to invade Poland. He was at this period the only
general of great reputation, and the oldeft in the
army : he had the further fatisfaction of feeing his
fovercign, contrary to her inclination, obliged to
employ him. The regular and cautious march,
however, of Repnin, through Lithuania, did not
accord with the impatient vengeance of Catharine:
“fhe thirfied for blood, for the blood of all the inha-
bitants of Warfaw ; and fhe let loofe from another
quarter the furious Suvarof, who, as far as the
gates of Prague, ftrewed his rout with carcafes.
Repnin then received the fevereft infult he had
cver fwallowed, but he digefted it as readily as for-
mer ones. Suvarof was created field marihal, and
appointed commander over the man whole orders
the day before he had received, and by whom he
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was defpifed *. ~Catharine added even' rajllery to
infult, by making a prefent of a houfe to Repnin,
for having been pafled over in this appointment.
The whole army refented this treatment of the ve-
teran ; feveral generals remonftrated, and count
John Soltikof, with generous pride, refligned his
commiffion. Repnin alone, Repnin, who had mott
reafon to be offended, and was moft capable of
making it felt, who could with impunity fhew that
he was fufceptible of refentment and honour, likea
ftoic or chriftian, fubmitted to this difgrace.

On his acceflion, Paul at. length created him
field-marfhal, and the laft warlike exploit of Repnin
was the executing military vengeance on fome vil-
lages in the government of Novgorod, cn the oc-
cafion to-which we alluded in a former page.

Repnin, who has fhewn himfelf a great general,
as well as an imperious minifter and a fervile cour-
tier, pollefles fome perfonal qualities rarely to be
met with in Ruffian generals. Not only his figure,
but his mannersand carriage, are noble. His heart

* Suvarof caufed the firft report fent him by Repnin to be read aloud to him
two or three times over, in the prefence of his ftaff, making a thoufand antics,
pretending to be deaf, that the reader might raife his volce, and aftonithed at re~
cciving a report from prince Repnin, whom he thus cruelly rallied. Catharine
was always very defpotic, and always made feniority give way to favour. Atths
death of Potemkin, Kamenfkoi, one of her beft generals, took the command of
the army as a matter of right, and fent his firft report accordingly. He faid,
¢« Having taken the command in confequence of my feniority, &c.”” againft which
Catharine wrote in the margin, ¢ Who gave you orders?’’ He then fpoke of the
diforder which he found prevailing among the troops, and in the margin Cattv-
rine wrote, ¢ He dared not fay a word while the prince was dwe? In ackws
to this reporty Kamenfkoi received orders to quit the attoy.
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s humane*, and he is deftitute alike of the Muf-
covitifh groffnefs of his colleagues towards their
inferiors{, and that rapacious avarice which has
always diftinguithed them. On the contrary, heis
compaflionate and generous, and Lithuania is great-
ly indebted to him, for it was by him and prince
Gallitzan that it was faved from total ruin.

A ftranger, who has heard the name of Suvarof,
wifhes, on his arrival in Ruffia, to fee this hero.
An old man is pointed out, of a weather-beaten
and fhrivelled figure, who traverfes the apartments
of the palace, hopping on one foot, or is feen run-
ning and gamboling in the fireets, followed by a
troop of boys, to whom he throws apples, to make
them fcramble and fight, crying himfelf, I am
Suvarof! I am Suvarof !’ If the firanger thould
fail to difcover in this old madman the conqueror
of the Turks and the Poles, he will at leaft, in his

* Particularly towards the foldiers. Reviewing a regiment of cavalry, he
faid, ¢ I inquire only about the men: as to the horfes, they are bought by the
§¢ colonel, and therefore I know better care is taken of them.” '

4 His behaviour to his officers, however, while at Berlin, fhocked the Pruf-
fians, to whom the haughtinef(s of the Ruffian generals was unknown. At this
Pplace, it was matter of aftonifhment to fec Repnin gravely ftalking along, deco-
rated with the badges of all his orders of knighthood, while a kniaz, Volkutky
his nephew, feveral aides-de-camp, and Thiemann the martinifi, his fecretary,
followed him at fome paces diftance. Every time he turned about to utter a word,
his attendants halted, and took off their hats. His political miffion, however, did
not fucceed.  This prince, a field-martial, formerly ambaffador triumphant at Con-
ftantinople, and omnipotent at Warfaw, neither frightened nor cajoled the young
king of Pruffia, whom Paul had ordered him to oblige to rejoin the coalition.
Repnin, ditmiffed from Berlin, repaired to Vienr:a, where the tuccefls of his nego-
tiation is vifible. But one ef his fecretaries, faid to be a Frenchman of the name
of Aubert, ftole off with part of the papers and fecrets of his embaffly. This en-
raged Paul, and he difmiffed Repnin at his return, for not having fucceeded at Ber-

lin, and for having employed a Frenchman in his fervice: however,as 3 madk o
fingular clemency, he is allowed to wear the uniform of armies wiidh e has cams
7~d with glory for forty years,
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haggard and ferocious eyes, his foaming and horrid
mouth, readily difcern the butcher of the inhabi-
tants of Prague. = Suvarof would be confidered as
the moft ridiculous buffoon, if he had not fthewn
himfelf the moft barbarous warrior. He is a mon-
fter, with the body of an ape and the foul of a.bull-
dog. Attila, his countryman, and from whom he*
is perhaps defcended, had neither his good fortune
nor his ferocity. His grofs and ridiculous manners
have infpired his foldiers with the blindeft confi-
dence, which fgrves him inftead of military talents,
and has been the real caufe of all his fuccefles. He is
accounted a brave and fuccefsful warrior ; that, edu-
cated in camps, is unacquainted with the court, and
ignorant how to flatter and fawn on a favourite.
After having diftinguifhed himfelf as a fubaltern,
he advanced ftep by ftep to the rank of commander
in chief. He is endowed with a natural ferocity,
which ferves him for bravery, and fpills blood, like
a tiger, by inftin&. He lives in the army likea
fimple Coffac: he arrives at court like an ancient
Scythian ; and, during his ftay, will aceept no other
lodging than the carriage which brought him. To
relate the details of his life would be to record a
feries of extravagancies; and certainly if he be not
ad, the ability to counterfeit madnefs is among
the firft of his qualifications, but his folly is the
tolly of a barbarian, which has nothing agreeable
in it.

He has not, however, been always fuccefsful.

© At the fiege of Otchakof, the T urks having wmade a
Aa,
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feigned fortie, he chofe, contrary to the orders of
Potemkin, to purfue them, hoping to enter the
city with the fugitives. A battery of mortars was
opened upon him, and his whole column deftroyed.
He entered upon the aflault of Ifmail without hav-
ing reconnoitred the place*, and his exploits in
Poland are thofe of a brigand. He haftened his
march thither to fatisfy the vengeance of Catharine,
and to maflacré the remains of an army already de-
feated by Frefen, and deprived of the brave Kof-
ciufzko, its principal firength, Suvarof, embracing
the inhabitants of Warfaw, and granting them par-
don on the bodies of twenty thoufand citizens of
every age and fex, refembles a fatiated tiger that
plays with his prey on the bones of his charnel-
horfe. :

The fingularity of his manxners is as firiking as
the eccentricity of his mind. He retires to reft at
fix in the evening, and rifes at two in the niorning,
when he bathes himfelf in cold water, or caufes pails
of water to be thrown over his naked body. He
dines at eight, and his dinner, like his breakfaft,
confifts of the coarfeft and commoneft food of the
foldiers, and brandy: aman trembles to be invited

* He ufually announcey his fuccefs in two or thiee words, and frequently in
a couple of bad burlefque Ruffian verfes. Cxlar wiote to the fenate, VENT, vIDI,
‘V.ICI Suvarof might with propricty be more concife by one-third than Caefar, for
he always conquered without feeing. He faid himfelf : « Kamenfkoi knows war,
¢ but war knows nothing of him : I do not know her, but the knows me: as to
¢ ]. Soltikof, he neither knows her nor is known by her.” A few fuch traits,
and a few happy quotations of ancient hiftory, have given Suvaiof reputation,
His partizans reported that he frequently fhut himfelf up to fludy the dead lan- -
guages, and even Hebrew. French and Geoman ety o ds tolaably. *
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to fuch a repaft. Often, in the middle of the en-
tertainment, one of his aides-de-camp rifes; and,

* approaching him, forbids him to eat any more. .
<* By whofe order am I forbidden ?”” demands Su-'
varof himfelf.—¢ By order of marfhal Suvarof him-
¢ {elf,” anfwers the aide-de-camp. ~ Suvarof, rifing,
then fays, < He muft be obeyed.” In the fame
manner he ¢aufes himfelf to be commanded in his
own name to walk or to do any other neceflary
thing.

During his ftay at Warfaw, a crowd of Auftrian
or Pruffian officers prefled to fee this original. Be-
fore he made his appearance, he inquired of which
of thefe officers there was the greateft number; if
Auftrians, he decorated himfelf with a portrait of
Jofeph I1. entered his antichamber, leaping into
the middle of the circle, and offered to each of them
the pi&ure to kifs, repeating, “Your emperor
knows me, and loves me alfo.” If Pruflians com.
pofed the majority, he wore the order of the
Black Eagle, and made the fame grimaces. At
court, he is fometimes feen to run from lady to lady,
and kifs the portrait of Catharine which they wear
at the breaft, crofling himfelf, and bowing. Catha-
rine told him one day to behave himfelf more de-
cently. “

Heisa devotee, and fuperftitious. He obliges
his captains to pray aloud before their companies;
and ill treats thofe foreign officers or Livonians

who are unacquainted with the Ruffian grayets.
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Sometimes he vifits the hofpitals of the camp,
calling himfelf a phyfician. Thofe whom he finds
extremely ill he obliges to take rhubarb or falts,and
on thofe who are but flightly indifpofed, he beftows
blows. Often he drives all the fick from the hof-
pital, faying, < It is not permitted to the foldiers of
Suvarof to be fick.” In his armies, all thofe ma-
nceuvres are prohibited which relate toa retreat, as
he thall never, he fays, have occafion to adopt them.
He exercifes his foldiers himfelf, and makes them
charge with the bayonet in three different ways.
‘When he fays, -« March againft the Poles,” the
foldier plungés his bayonet once ; “March againft
¢¢ the Pruffians,” the foldier ftrikes twice; ¢ March
« againft the execrable French,” the foldier then
makes two thrufts forward, and a third in the
ground, and there finks and turns round his ‘bayo-
net. His hatred againft the French was extreme.
His letter to Charette has been feen in various
newf{papers. He wrote to Catharine from Warfaw,’
and frequently in thefe words: < Mother, permit’
‘“ me to march againft the French.” When the
death of r‘atharme took place, he had already ad-

vanced for that purpofe into Gallicia at the head of
forty thoufand men.

Frequently he rides through his camp, naked to
his fhirt, on the bare baék of a Coffac horfe; and
at day-break, inftead of caufing the drums to beat
the reveille he comes out of his tent, and crows
three times likea cock, which is the fignal for the
.army torife, fometlmes to march, ot even to go t

)
ﬁattle %
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In the multiplicity of extravagancies which he
commits, or of infipid things which he fays, ifany
fingular or ftriking trait falls from him, every one-
repeats and admires it as a burft of genius. - This
man has neverthelefs fome virtues: he has fhewn
occafionally an uncommon difintereftednefs, and
even generofity, as well in refufing the gifts of Ca-
tharine as in diftributing them about him. He
will flaughter the wretch who afks life, but he will
give money to him who afks charity. Almoft at
the fame moment he gnathes his teeth in rage like
a madman, laughs and grins like an ape, or weeps
piteoufly like an old woman.

Such is the too celebrated Suvarof. He quar-
relled with his wife, and would not acknowledge a
fon whom he had by her, preferring his nephews,
the princes Gortfchakof: but the emprefs having
made this fon an officer in the guards, he faid, * As
«¢ the emprefs chufes I thall have a fon, be it fo;
<< but for myfelf, 1 know nothing of the matter.”
He had alfo a daughter, maid of honour to Catha-
rine, who was diftinguithed at court for idiotifm.
Her father, after an abfence of feveral years, ap-
pointed a meeting with her at the houfe of a third
pcxjfon. ¢« Ah, father,” cried fhe, < how big you
‘< have grown fince I faw you.”” In French, this
would have paffed for a happy play upon words, but
in Rufs it was a blunder that excited univerfal
laughter. .

“After the Cap-tﬁ!:e of Warfaw, he tepaxed ‘o

* P cterfburg toen joy the fruits of Wis glory s A s
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Scythian, who had never before any other lodging
than his carriage, accepted apartments in the Tau-
rique palace, and wore a fuperb marfhal’s uhiform,
which was given him by Catharine. When he re-
ceived this drefs, he played a thoufand antics, hug-
ging it in his arms, kifling it, and making figns of
the crofs ; 'and when he lifted it, he faid, *“Iam not
‘¢ aftonifhed.they do not give fuch a drefs as this to
¢« little Nicholas Soltikof ; it would be too heavy
“ for him to wear*.” N

We have feen the manner in which Paul dif-
mifled him on his acceflion, and the motives which
inftigated him. The murmurs of the army after-
wards obliged the emperor to recal him.

Valerian Zubof, brother to the favorite, com-
‘manded the army which aéted in Perfia. Mention
has before been made of this young libertine, who
is naturally of a frank, honeft and courageous dif-
pofition, but has been corrupted by favor. He had
loft a leg in Poland, and was on crutches when-he
went to conquer Afiat. One of his courtiers arri-
ved at the moment of the death of Catharine, with
the account of a battle. Paul fent him ribbands of
the order of St. Anne to diftribute among his offi-
cers, and to each of the colonels a private order to
lead their regiments to the frontiers, The general

* Nicholas Soltikof was onc of thofe moft hurt by the promotion of Suvarof.

+ At the news of his wound, Catharine fet him her own furgeon, the riband
of the order of St. Andrew, the rank of general in chief, and 100,000 rublce
(10,0001.) to defray the expenfe of his cure. He demanded g00,0co (50,0001 )

more, to pay his debts. *
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remained behind in his camp, without knowing
what he was to do. He afterwards followed his
army, and on his arrival at Peterfburg gave in his
refignation. He refides at prefent in Courland,
where he poffefles almoft the entire domains of the
ancient dukes. ‘

From generals of fuch charaéter, and armies at
a diftance from court, and ignorant of what was
pafling there, nothing could be apprehended. The
only corps which Paul had really to fear was the
guards: for a long time. thefe four numerous regi-
ments, commanded by the firft nobility in the em-
pire, had viewed with alarm the approaching reign
of the'grand-duke, and regarded his acceflion as the
term of their exiftence. Paul did not even conceal
his averfion for them; and the fevereft' reproach
which be could ufe to his officers, and even to his
foldiers, at the reviews of Gatfhina and Pavlofsky,
was, “ Thou art fit for nothing but to ferve in the
guards.” ‘Thefe troops repaid him in turn the
contempt he affe€led, and, by way of ridicule, -be-
ftowed on his foldiers the epithet of ¢¢ Prussaki, or
¢« Pruffians.” 1t is beyond a doubt, that with
thefe dangerous fucceflors of the ftrelitzes, a flighter
caufe than the tears of an Elizabeth, or the carefling
attentions of a Catharine, would have ferved to ex-
cite them to mutiny. Paul did not think himfelf
in fecurity till he had diftributed, as we have feen,
his own battalions in thefe formidable regiments,
carefled the foldiers, and deprived the old officers
of their commiflions. But it was 1o WK Qurpsie
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that he lavifhed on them rubles and brandy :* thefe
a&ts of generofity gained only thofe. who, were near
‘his perfon, while the army camplamed and mur.
Juured”. . ; A

Paul, as grand-duke, hated and defpifed - by his
mother, humbled by the favourites, ridiculed by
the courtiers, living in folitude, and almoft forgot-
ten under a brilliant reign, apd -preferving the moft
regular and auftere manners in the midft of a cor-
rupt and debauched courtt, required few amiable
qualities or virtues to make his fituation pitied by
‘men of underftanding, and his reign wifhed for by
the people. He ought to have been expeted as a
deliverer: he was, however, generally feared as a
fcourge: his domeftics, his. officers, his courtiers,
his favourites, and even his. children, dreadful to
.relate, partooE more.or lefs of thefe horrid fenti-
ments. . The fufpicion he,entertained, that he in-
fpired thefe fentiments,:daubtlefs exafperated him,
and perhaps rendered him incapable of correfting
them; but with his charaéter, the traits of juftice

® Pcter 1. had abolifhed the ftrelitzy (archers), but their fpirir revived in the
four regiments of guards, who fupplied their place. The guards, confifting of
picked men, whofe officers were taken from the wealthict families, (1), formed
an army of near ten thoufand men around the throne. The influence of this bedy
was fufficient to effe@ a revolution, and indecd alone accomplifhed all that have
taken place fince Peter I.

4 This is 2 piece of juflice that muft not be denied him ; and if his attach-
ment tothe Neladof have made him negleét bis wife, it has not made him offend
againft decency or decorum in public, hitherto at leaft. The Nelidof, however, is
difmiffed. .

(1) To be an officer in the guards, a man muft prove that he poflefled at leatt
a bundred peafants or flaves.
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and goodnefs which fometimes appear in him, are
more ftriking, and occafion a deeper regret- for
thofe qualities which might have been expeéted in
him.

Before his acceffion, his favour was dreaded; be-
fide its often exciting the refentment of the em-
prefs and the favourite, it was confidered as the
farhe fign of difgrace as fine weather is proverbially
regarded as the forerunner of rain. No man has
ever fhewn more eccentricity and ficklenefs in the
feleGtion of his friends. At firft, he opened himfelf
with unbounded confidence and entire familiarity
to the perfon who appeared to enter into his views ;
then, repenting this franknefs, he regarded his
friend as a dangerous charaéter, perhaps the crea-
ture of his mother or of the favourite, who flattered
him only to betray him. Befide thofe on whom
the flighteft attentions of his wife, or the kind-
neffes of Benkendorf, caufed the ftorms of his anger
to fall, the empire fwarmed with his banifhed do-
meftics, difgraced favourites, and cathiered officers ;
it invariably happened, that he who had been near.
eft his perfon had moft reafon to complain, and he
whe had received moft favours found himfelf in the
end moft unfortunate.

Having given fome account of the minifters of
Catharine, it will not be improper fhortly to fpeak
of the courtiers who were in favour with Paul on
his acceflion, and who will certainly continue in
favour for fome time. It may be {2d with txeke,

mw
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in their praife and in his, that the majority of
thofe minifters are more difinterefted, and abler
ftatefmen, than thofe of the old court.

The two princes Kourakin, who alternately
have been in favour and difgrace with Paul*, are
the two men, next to the valet-de-chambre 1 have
mentioned, who poflefs moft influence, and per-
haps tliey arg perfons moft deferving of.it. Before
the death of Catharine, though powerful and rich,
their employments were inﬁéniﬁcant; one of them
led a retired life, amufing himfelf with the culti-
vation of the arts and fciences, or the education of
his children, and was generally refpeéted and ef.

teemed. His manners and habits of life were very
different from thofe of the greater part of the Rul-
fian nobility, who diffipate their time and fortunes
in vices of every kind, in gaming, in luxury, and
other follies. In a word, he appeared worthy to
be at the head of affairs, and he now holds that
ftation with his brother; the one being vice-chan-

# Alexis Kourakin had frequently been in difgrace with Paul on account of
the attention and regard he always paid the grand-duchefs; but the ill-humouf
of Paul on this fcore muft not be afcribed to jealoufy, which his chara&er and that
of his wife did not allow. Paul’s ill-humour arofe from political fufpicions, not
from love. One day, obferving his wife fpeak low by the fre-fide to prince
XKourakin, he fell into a pafiion, and faid to her, ¢ Madam, you want to make
¢ yousfelf friends, and prepare to act the part of Catharine, but be affured you
¢ fhall not find in me a Peter III.”” Thefe inconfiderate expreflions, which efcaped
from him in arage, alarmed every ene, and Kourakin withdrew from court.
From that perlod the grand-duchefs was more unhappy, and under fill greater
reftrainte  The leaft meflage could not be fent to her without permiffion of her
hufband. He named thofe who were to offer ker their arm fora walk, to make
her evening party) or even to converfe with her in the courfe of the evening. At
length he found it more commodious togive her a fort of cicifbeo, who was mever
toquit her. Prince Nefwitfky was the man whom he deemed infignificant enough
for this office. . Co
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cellor of the empire, and the other attorney gene-
ral; to them muft be attributed whatever is nght
in the conduét of' affairs. '

Two young chamberlains, who fortunately
were in the fervice of Paul when the couriers ara
rived with the intelligence of the death of Catha-
rine, were- fuddenly metamorphofed into generals
of the army, and became his firft ®ides-de-camp.
One is M. Raftaptfchin, who owes his favour to a
very ingenious letter, and who, to preferve it, muft
renounce three-fourths of his underftanding, and
one-half of himfelf*. The other is a young count
Schuvalof, whom Paul had recently taken into fa-
vour, after having long negleéted him: and to
whom he prefented one of his own drefles, to ferve
as a model for the horfe-guards, of which he ap-
pointed him major. The young man appéared at
court in this habit, as if in a fack; and doubtlefs.
found himfelf much at his eafe init. Nothing can
be more fingular than the equal favour of thefe
young perfons, fince it would appear that the fa-
vour of the one was fufficient to caufe the difgrace
of the other. Mr. Raftaptfchin, fome years ago,
was gentleman in waiting to the grand-duke at
Pavloffky. His yoong aflociates, and, among
others count Schuvalof and prince Baratin{ky, con-
fidering their employments as a difficult and ha-
zardous fervice, becaufe a word fpoken to the grand-
duchefs, or a coat too fathionably cut, was fuffi-
cient to ruin them, abfented them(elves as often

* He has already been twics difmiffed, and recalied,
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as poffible, feigning ficknefs, or alleging fome
ther excufe. Raftaptichin, tired in his turn with

not being relieved, wrote a fharp letter to the mar-
fhal of the court, in which he rallied his aflociates
on the true motives which detained them at Pav.
loflky ; adding, at the conclufion, ¢ For my own
¢¢ part, who have no difeafe to cure, nor a fair Italian
¢ to maintain, I will cheerfully continue to per-
¢¢ form theirgduty to the grand-duke.” Thefe
ftrokes of fatire were aimed at Schuvalof as well as
at Baratinfky, whom Paul, though his relation,
¢ould not bear. The marfhal fhewed this letter to
the emprefs, who at firft laughed at it; but Schu-
valof-and Baratinfky, thinking they had reafon to
be offended; required an explanation from Raf-
taptfchin. . The affair made a noife; Baratinfky,
was fent to the army, and Raftaptfchin was banifh-
ed from the court for a year. From that time the
grand-duke regarded him as his champion, and ob-
ftinately refufed to accept the attendance of the
other gentlemen in waiting, unlefs he was recalled ;
and accordingly, for more than a year, though
they regularly came to Pavlofsky or Gatfhina to
offer their fervices, they were as regularly difmiffed.

Among the favourites of the emperor, M.
Plefchtfcheief is a real phenomenon; he is the only
one who has always kept himfelf at the fame dif-
tance. It is true he has never ranked in the firft
clafs of favourites; but it is alfo true, that he has
always been exempt from ftorms. He is a man
well-informed and refpe@able, He (peaks (everal
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languages, pofleffes fome knowledge of geography
and government, and cultivates literature. He
might even be of fervice to Ruffia, if, among his
good qualities, he could reckon that of courage to
fpeak the truth; but unfortunately his conftant
enjoyment of favour.feems almoﬁ a moral proof of
the contrary*.

M. Nieledinfky, who had been e companion
of the ftudies and amufements of Paul, was diftin.
guithed at Peterfburg for great extent of capacity,
and had acquired reputation by fome love fonnets
not deficient in grace and fentiment. The empe-
ror has appointed him his private fecretary, but on
condition, no doubt, that he firangles his mufe, who
has-ferved him, too well to deferve fo cruel a death.
It is at leaft to be wifhed, that Nieledinfky may ex-
hibit:and prafife the fenfibility which he difplays
. in his verfes, His office is to give an account of
the letters and petitions that are addreffed to the
emperor; the fate of numerous oppreffed individu-
als is accordingly in his hands.

M. Nicolai came into Ruffia as governor to the
young counts Razumofsky, who afterwards were
his protectors. On the recommendation of Mrs.
Pretorius, his relation, waiting-maid to the duchefs
of Wirtemburg, he was placed near the grand-
duchefs in quality of fecretary; he was created a
baron in Germany, during the travels of the grand-
duke, and became, on his acceflion, counfellor of

# He alfo has at ]aft been difgraced, and with circumftances of grea crodny.
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ftate, director of the emperor’s cabinet ¥, knight of
the order of St. Anne, and received fome hundreds
of peafantst. He comes from Strafbourg, and is
known in Germany by fome imitations of Ariofto,
and other poems agreeable enough, though ex-
tremely verbofe. He alfo has been obliged to fa-
crifice his mufe on the altar of fortune; to which,
ungrateful as he is, the had herfelf conduéted him.
I do not knolf if the political haughtinefs, which
he thinks himfelf obliged to maintain, render him
more happy, but it does not at leaft give him the
appearance of it.

" M. Danorof, late librarian to the prince of Wir-
temburg, and fince aide-de-camp to Paul, has alfo
become an important perfonage; but I abftain
from fpeaking in detail of thofe with whom I am
not fufficiently acquainted to form an adequate
judgment of their merits. T will only remark,
that in the lift of preferments which the emperor
has fince made, I obferve a number of perfons de-
ferving no other portion than the contempt and
vengeance of the public. *

% What is calicd the caBInNeT in Ruffia is not a council of flate; it is the
room which contains the treafures, jewcls, and private curiofities of the fovercign.

+ He had before an cftate in Finland, a province ceded by Sweden, where
the peafants are not completely reduced to the fame mode of flavery as the Ruf-
fians ; and Nicolai frequently complained of it, faying, ¢ Thefe wretches fcarcely
¢ bring me anything, and pretend to have rights.”” Thofe whom he has juft re~
eeived, are in Poland, where he may do with them as he pleafes, feparate them,
fcll them, or make them wotk like domeftic animals, to embellifh his gardens.
From this anecdote the reader may judge what this Strafburger is become in Ruf-
fia, who paffes in Germany for a philofopher, and whom fo many fcribblers flatter

as a Macznas. If Lie read this, no doubt g will admite the moderation with
which he is mentioned, V
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Meanwhile it is apparent, that the perfons who
approach Paul are morally better than thofe who
had accefs to his mother*. He is furrounded by

# The following peace of pleafantry will fhew the opinion entartained of
moft of the perfons in place and in favor at the court of Catharine, It occurred ina
company where twelfth-day was kept in the French manner, and where the king
of the night was defired to difpofe of the courtiers according to their talents
and capacity.

¢ Zubof has never rendered any fervice to the ftate, and is of no fervice to
the emprefs, fince the Sapphies, Branicka, and Protafofy execute the fun&ions
of hisoffice. Let a few emetics be given to him, to make him bringup what
he has fwallowed ; and then let him be fent to the baths of Baldona for the re-
covery of his health.

'S
.h

€

-
-

« Count N. Soltikof, prefident of the college of war, and governor of the
¢¢ grand-dukes, is named prefident of the college of phyficians, and deacon of the
¢ imperial chapel. He may likewife retain the water clofet of the young pris~
¢¢ ces, provided he fhut up his wife in a convent, or fend her to bridewell.

-~

¢« Gount Befborodko, chief counfellor of ftate, &c fhall be appointed cook
- ¢ to the court; unlefs he had rather be dire€tor of the Lock Hofpital for fe-
¢¢ males, in which he will find all his friends.

¢ Vice-chancellor Oftermann fhall repair to St. Denis, to replace the {word
of Charlemagne, long and flat as him{elf,

-
-

¢ Prince Baratintky, marfhal of the court fhall be appointed Jack Ketch. A
“ more gentle mode of putting to death, than that by the knout, is intended to be
¢ introduced ; and he fhall have the office of fmothering and ftrangling in fecret
¢ thofe that are wanted to be difpatched, whether it be an emperor or his fon: it
¢ is expeQled, however, that he do not let them cry out, as he did about thirty
€ years ago.

a e

¢¢ Marfhal Suvarof fhall have a patent for dea-]ing as a butcher in human flefh ;

¢ and the army fhall be allowéd to feed on it in Poland, where nothing but car-
¢¢ cafes arc left.

¢ A committee of outfhiteli (tutors) fhall be appointed to examine whether
«¢ prince Yuffupof be able to read ; if he can, he fhall be appointed prompter tothe
¢ theatres, of which he is now manager.

¢ Markof fhall be fent ambaffador to Paris, where he has been already fo
¢¢ fuccefsful. It is hoped that he will be the proper man to effe&t a reconciliation
¢« between Ruffia apa the French republic, fince he has been the feourge of the
¢ Ruffian and Polifh jacobins, againft whom he has allo declared war.

<« Samilof, artorney-general, fhall be made one of the chevalier guards, for

“ he is a tolerably handfome mar, whichis a fufficient qualification Sex W
‘“
poft.
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men of information, and even of merit. I fay he
is, when perhaps I ought to fay he was; for his
ficklenefs difplays 'itfelf on everything about him,
and he does not permit merit to remain a fufficient
time at his court to be corrupted®.

The prince, whom Paul appears to have cho-
fen for the prototype of his reign and hlS a&lons,

¢ Kontufof, direor of the corps of cadets in the room of the worthy count
¢ of Anhalt, fhall ere@® 2 monument to his predeceffor, whom he ftudies to ndl-
« cule, and whom he makes us regret every day. His condu&®, however, is the
¢ befl panegyric on the memory of the worthy Anhalt.

¢ The corps of artillery fhall remain with the eld general Meliffino, -becaufe
¢¢ he is theonly general in that body who underftands his trade : but on condition,
# that he fhall not have the management of the cheft, and he do not expofe hfi
¢ gray hair in the antichamber of the valets of the court. He is requefted likewite
¢ to employ lefs artifice in his condu®, and lefs fmoke in his artifices.

¢ Madame von Lieven, governefs to the prin{eﬂes, fball retain her place,
¢ though fhe has fomewhat the air of an Amazon; but thejtime will come when
¢¢ it will not be amifs to give young princeffes a little of a military air (1).

« Countefs Shuvalof, grand-miftrefs to the grand-duchefs Elizabeth, fhall
¢ likewife be confirmed ; but fhe fhall be enjoined net to let beafts only have per-
¢« miffion to fpeak at the table of that young princefs, unlefs they fpeak with
 fenfe, as they did in Afop’s days.

¢ Prince Repnin, having opened the door one day when prince Potcmkxu
¢ called for a glafs of water, that ke might himfelf repeat this important order to
¢ the lackeys, fhall receive a patent for the place of firft valet-de-chambre to the
¢ faverites; apoft which to him will be worth that of field marthal. However,
¢ the crown of laurel which covered his gray hair fhall be taken from him, be~
¢ caufe he fuffered a buffoon to trample on him without faying a word; and be~
« caufethe gift of a fmall houfe appearcd fuited to him, and to confole him for

_ ¢ the infult.

. ¢ M. Zavadofiky, direftorand plundererof the bank, fhall be fent into Sibe-
# ria to catch fables, to replenifh her majefty’s ftock of furs, which it will not
« long be in her power to keep up by any other means. She is already ‘unable to
¢ furnifh her family with them, and Zavadofsky is well known to be a better
¢« huntfman than financier,”” &c.

(1) This time is arrived.

® This has taken place. The princes Kourakin, and moft of thofe whom I
bave named, arc in difgrace at the moment of my writing this.
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is Frederlc Willlai, fathe? of thd gtést’ King of
Pruffia®. The fameé auéfity of mannérs, afid thé
fame paffion forfuldiers, are found ir* the Ruffidn
autocrate. For the reft, I have drawi; I ednééivé
the charater of Paul in relating his actions; if not,
the tatk, I confefs, is dbuve by pewers. It is well
known that nothing isfo difficult to paint 43 4n in-
fant, whofe phyfiognomy is as yet uriféttled, and it
is the fame with the charater of an ecéentrie man.
The moft favourable plea we can make for him is,
that the light of the French revolution hastouched
his brain and difordered his intelléts. It had al:
ready difturbed the much ftronger head of his mio.
ther. It is faid, that the people of Paris, crowding
to fee Paul, then a youth, cried, « My God, how
ugly he is!” and that he had the good fenfe to laugh
at ity. He is notimproved fince he is grown oldy
bald, and wrinkled. The emprefs appears by his
fide like one of thofe beautiful womien who are
painted with a little deformed blackamoor nedr
them, as a contraft to their dignity and grace.
The fingularity which he affets in his drefs, and
the feverity of his manners, add greatly to his de-
formity. Without excepting even the Kalmuks and

¥ This he does not allow; for he faid one day; ¢ I wil?t be Frederic II.
¢ in the morning, and Louis XIV. at night.”

+ He is greatly changed; or rather, he now dares fhew himfelf what pechaps
be was already. A poor foldier in the agony of his fufferings under the cane by
Paul’s orders for a trifling fault in his exercife, cried eut in defpair, ¢ Curfed
baldhead ! curfed baldhead I”” The enraged autocrate gave ordess that he fhould
expire under the knout; and iffucd a proclamation, by which it was prohibited,
under pain of the fame punifhment, for any one to make ufe of the texm W, W
fpeaking of the head, or fnubbed, in fpcaking of the nafe.

Cc
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the Kirghifes, Paul is the uglieft man in his extén<
five dominions; and he himfelf confiders his couns
tenance as fo thocking that he dares not: xmprefs it
upon his coin®*. .

I'thall here fubjoin fome traits, which will fem
to defcribe Paul by his own a&ions; and will prove,
that when grand-duke, he announced what we'
have feen of him fince his acceflion. .

Near his caftle of Pavlofsky he had a terrace,
from which he could fee all the centinels, whom bs
delighted to ftation about him wherever there was
room for a centry box. On this covered terrace he
fpent a part of each day, and obferved with a fpy.
ing-glafs all that was paffing about him. Often he
fent a fervant to a centinel, to order him to button
or unbutton a little more of his coat, to keep his
mufket high er or lower, to wakk at a greater ot
lefs diftance from his centry box. Sometimes he
would go himfelf nearly half a mile to give thefe
important orders, and would cane the foldier, or
put a ruble into his pocket, according as he was
gry or pleafed with him.

Pavlofsky was an open village, yet guards were
appointed, who wrote down the names of all who

* The new coins have not his effigy, but his cypher merely, with the follow-
ing words of fcripture, which, in fuch a connexion, have no rpeaning :”” Not unto
€ us, not unto us, butto thy name.”” Probably it is fome device of martinifm,
or of obfcurantifm, which Paul patronifes. It even appears, that he is going *
eftablifh this order with that of Malta, of which to the aftonifhment of all E
rope, he has juft declared himfelf grand-matter, at the very inftant of forming

aliagce with the Turks. O my friends, can yuu refrain from \aughtert Rot, ala

Quidquid delirant reges pleuntus Adiivi.
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entered it or went out of it, and who were obliged
tb tell whence they came, whither they were going,
or what they wanted. Every evening each houfe:
was vifited, to learn if there were any ftrangers
there. - 'Every inay who wore a round -hat; or had
a dog with him, was arrefted. The village, which-
had been much frequented becaufe of its beautiful
#tuation, foon became a defert; perfons turned out:
of their way toavoidit; and when Paul was per-
cdived ‘at a diftance, he' was carefully fthunned.
Thele circumftances increafed his difpleafure and’
fufpicions, and -he.often caufed the perfons, who
thus fought to avoid him, to be purfued and qucf-
tmn!d,... sl .

One day he put all the officers of his battahon
under :arreft, becaufe they had filuted him awk.-
wardly in.filing ff after their drill, and he ‘ordered’
them to be called dutsfpr eight days' fucceflively to
file off and falute: beforeixm, fending them regu-’
larly back to the guaid-houfe-till they were able to’
perform accerding to hls fancy.

Exercifing one day his regiment of cuiraffiers,
the horfe of an officer threw him. Paul ran furi.
oufly towards him, crying, ¢ Get up rafcal.”—
¢ Yoyr highnefs, I cannot, I have broken my leg "
Paul {pat upon hlm, and retired l‘weanng

Pafling at another time unexpe&edly and fe-
cretly by one of his.guard-houfes, the officer, not
knowing him,” did not order. out his wen: wn
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which ke nfantly turned back, hoxed the eavs of
the offiosr. and ordered. him ta be difarmed, and
pusunderarpaf,. - - 0 T

;... One day, :Aravelling from Tgarfke-feloto Gali-
faisia, of which the road was in the middle of a:
riafay-fore@, he fuddenly recolle@ed fomething,:
and-arsered thé coachman to return. ¢ Prefenting
- ¢« your highnefs,” faid the coachman ; ¢ the yodd i
“ bpye 400 Karrow.” - How rafeal,” cried Paul,.
¢ wont you turn ihmediately.”* - :The coachmas:
iBflead . of . anfwexing haftened to:a fpot where if!:
waa poflible. ta camply; Pail, ‘however, called to;
his equerry, and ordered him to arreft and punifis
the rebellious coachman. The equerry affured
himyj- that he: would turs in aimoment. Paul flew
indo.a paffion mith the equerry ato: « You ave.:a
¢ pirifel fowadmk like himfolf, " faid he. < Let
¢ him averiyre: the) carrisgps det him break my
< ek bt letiihim QheyWoe, sodturn the infiant;
¢ 1egmmand hig;»’ Duriag the difpute the coach.!
man fucceeded in turnipg, - hut Pgul had him chaf:;
tifed on the fpot,

¢ .
t

-, Sincg his.acceflion, ona'of his horfes ftumbled:
with him .ip ope of the fireets of Peterfburg: he
akightediimmediately, held. a.fort of council with
his attendgntsicand sbe harfe. was. condemned to
receivg fifty lathes with a whip. Paul caufed them
to-be¢ giveti et the fpot, before the populace, and
counted, hianfelf the ftxolies, faying, ¢ There Siv

<. that-is for having ftumblet wish the emperor.’

~
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One day, when only grand-duke, he met in the
gardens a man with a round hat, who wifhed to
avoid him. Paul caufed the man to be brought
before him, and found that he was a clock-maker,
who came to repair his time-keepers. -After having
at great length remonfirated with him on the in-
decency of round hats, he afked his wife for fome

. pins, and raifing the flaps of the hat, cocked it
himfelf, and then replaced it upon the head of its
owner.

To balance this multitude of abfurdities, he
exhibits many traits of humanity; the penfions
which he has beftowed on the unfortunate, the hof-
pitals which he has founded for his foldiers, the
provifions which he diftributes among his poor offi-
cers, and other aéts of benevolence and juftice,
atteft that ‘he deferves the chara@er rather of a
.capricious than a bad man.



- ..o e T e .
®. - e . . ;I.LA et ke 8

. e
ot 3sut g (st D

£ . . . roo T age
o) Lo [ S Y S NGRS L
R e . very e .
L AL SN 11 54 LS 4 - . . e ! .
e -l ,'» . . . . - - '- ' ‘ '~ . . 0 '
¢ eededneltnncald Lo Bas T e s

Sodeonttil @l L e et oG

' -~

. R
-y ' ¢ :"" R [ . A
.
(M - ' '.'.l ');‘ . . H 1Y - Y ~n' L - . ’
.
5 D . , 1.
b s 00 ottt PEE P
. . . Pl .
T o, i N s T PR
. .
. . ;
. e o e . ot EN
el PG i Ll coocd ol
N T . et [ S P ,
\Lﬂ 14 £34 m . el bhsssne LTI I P » )
'. N L . . ta ’.' ! - ' H " "
AU L IR g oud e v e
L. QL : L P SN M
. . "
a. . MCT G L . N ' .
PR .
eonfint gy DL
3 . .- ' - .
* : ! . ' i .o RN i
. - yo il



SECRET MEMOIRS

OF

IN

The Court of Petersburg. '

VOL. II.






SECRET MEMOIRS,
e o, 6’5. g

CHAP VI.

WHAT REVOIUTIONS MAY BE EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE X
RUSSIA.

Attitude and flrength of the fovereign power in that country...T'woukafes of Pau}
favourable to a revolution....Debafe t of the people....Other local obftacles...,
The fovereign power b more abfolute.....The nobility offended.....Thefe
alone can change the government....How, and why....Probability of a difmem=
berment of that vaft temitory, and of a change of manners in the peop]e and
form of government.

IF, as fome pretend, the French revolution be def-
tined to fpread over the globe, Ruffia will afluredly
be the laft place it will reach: it is on the frontiers
of this vaft empire that the French Hercules will
erect histwo pillars, and that French liberty wilk
long read, Ne plus ultra: it is there thata new world
is ftill hidden from her: there abfolute power feems
to defy all oppofition—a conteft may, however, ere
Tong, take place in the plains of Germany, which
may decide the fate of the world. The principles
which at prefent prevail in the eaft and north, are
decidedly contrary to thofe which have of late dif-
tinguifhed the fouth-and weft. Already the conti-

nent feems wholly diviged between two preponde.
. d
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rating empires, France and Ruffia, the views and
- inte¥efts of which are diametrically oppofite ; they
feek an opportunity of joftling each other, and
will cruth in the fhock the fecondary powers by
which they are ftill feparated. It will be the
" combat of Day againft Night, the laft conflict of
Philofophy and Reafon againft Barbarifm and Ig.
norance.

Not that light and truth may not be found in
Ruffia; but they who poffels them, fill more pru-
dent than Fontenelle*, are fo far from daring to
open their hands to fpread them abroad, that they
ftrive only to ftifle them ; for they who have know.
ledge are the only perfons interefted in maintaining
. ignorance. Till there fhall be found in Ruffia a
numerous body of enlightened men, fuffering by
that ftate of fervitude under which the people
groan, a fpontaneous revolution muft not be ex-
pected in that country.

If anything at prefent could haften the moment
" of attack, it is an ukafe which Paul has juft pub-
~ lifhed; and which, by abolithing the degrees of .
nobility conferred by the pofleflion of military rank
and cjvil offices, has created a true tbird estate,
never before known in Ruffia; a few emancipated
vafials’ that have become tradefmen, or foreign
mechanics, did not deferve this name; there was
fcarcely any diftinction of perfonsexcept flavesand

* He fays fomewhere, ¢If I had my hand full of truths, I would :take care
not to open it.” C
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nobles. All who held any rank, civil or military,
that is to fay, all who had a little money or édu-
cation, acquired nobility or its privileges, and haf-
tened to enjoy the affeCtation of its prejudices and
fpirit; but as foon as this enlightened part of the
nation fhall Jofe its claim to a partjcipation in
thefe honours and advantages, ‘it will turn to the
fide of the people. The void heretofore caufed by
abfolute power between the flave or peafant, and
the freeman or noble, is now filled up. The third
eftate will rife up as a giant ; with one powerful
hand it will exalt the flave, with the other it will
Jower the noble; and perhaps before a century fhall
pafs away, it may have reduced them to a level
more happy for both than their prefent ftate.

Another proceeding of the emperor, which in
contradiftion to its original intent, is likely to
forward a change, is the ordinance profcribing
printing-houfes in his dominions. He has pen
mitted only threé, for the purpofe of printing his
ukafes, and books for the church, or fuch as can
ftand the triple ordeal of government, the fchools,
and the Greek church*. In thus attempting to
fupprefs learning and knowledge, he has rendered
them the greateft fervice of which he was capable.
The moment liberty and philofophy poflefs one free
prefs, the greateft benefit that can be done them, .

# He has fince carried the prefcription of books to great perfection; he has
even prohibited the importation of foreign catalogues, and ordered the bookfellers
to put on fuch books as can go through the triple examination, 3Y IMPERIAL
PERMISSION, inftead of IMPERIAL LIBERTY, which were the words ufed
before.
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is to deftroy all others. Al the beoks that have

produced the revolution which the prefent age has

witnefled, are to be found in Ruffia in great num-

bers; fuch as may fiill be introduced into that

country from foreign parts, even, even from Vi.-

enna itfelf, will be better than any that could be

printed there with permiffion*; 1 maintain, there."
fore that Paul has done great fcrv1ce to liberty and

letters.

Ruffia, however, is ftill very far from enjoying
this benefit in all its extent, The Ruffian, degrad-
ed by ages of flavery, refembles thofe degenerate
animals to whom the domeftic ftate is become fecond
nature. It muft be gradually, and by long and dif.
ficult paths, that he returns to liberty; he is yet a
firanger to the meaning of the word; to him, to
be free fignifies to be able to quit the glebe to
which he is chained, and lead an idle vagabond
life. Work he detefts, becaufe he has never worked

¥ If the reader with for a fpecimen of the fcrupuloﬁty of the Ruffian cenfor,
I will give him cne or two prior to Paul’s tripling the office. In the reign of Ca-
tharine, onc Legendre wasthe cenfor for French books printed at Peterfbug. Frem
a poem, in which the god of love was introduced, he firuck out the waords ¢s
DIEU MALIN, obfcrving, that it was indecent to give the epithet of MALICIOUS
to a deity, He allowed the author, however, to fubftitute the word BADIN,
¢ waggith,” forit. Another time he ftruck out of an ode in praifc of Cathznnc
a verfey in which were the followmg lipes:

Partout Ja foudre gronde ert le glaive saiguife;
Un roi tombe du trdne, et fon fceptre fe brife.

¢ Each fword is tharpen’d, heav’n with thunder fhakes,
-« A monarch falls, his pow’rlefs {ceptre breaks.”

This was an allufion to the preparations for war in 1790, and the commence-
ment of the revolution. At that time it wasa pol:tlcal hercfy to dare furmxfethat
Lewis XVI. would fall from the thmnc.
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for himfelf; he has not even an idea of property;
his fields, his goods, his wife, his children, himfelf,
belong to a mafter, who can difpofe of them,!and
who does difpofe of them at pleafure. He is intew
refted in nothing, becaufe he does not poffefs any-
thing ; his attachment to his village is that of an
ox to the crib to which he is accutomed. He is
without country, without laws, without religion.
Chriftianity, as taught and pratifed among the
Ruffians, no more deferves the name of religion,
than the found which the carman ufes to direét his
horfes, deferves the name of language, as will be
evinced in a fubfequent chapter.

The defpair of fome of thefe wretched peafants
may occafionally, as heretofore, produce local re-
bellion againft their lords; but to expe a general
revolution in Ruffia would be chimerical. Ruffia
is too extenfive, and too thinly inhabited, for the
people to rife in a mafs; for a body fo fcattered and
fpread abroad would foon be fubdued. Paltry
towns, containing a few thoufands of inhabitants,
are commonly at adiftance of more than a hundred
miles from each other, without any feeming con.
neftion but hamlets difperfed in the woods every
twelve or fifteen miles, and almoft every one of
which has its particular ruler. How can a people
fo fcattered ever combine? A fingle regiment, un-
der the command of a Suvarof, would be fufficient
to extermmate the populatlon of a whole govern.

pent
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The natural obftacles, which muscovizism will
long oppofe to all innovations, even the moft fa-
lutary, are every day reinforced by auxiliaries ar-.
tiving in Ruffia from foreign countries. Ruffia is
now the common afylum of ignorance, barbarifm,
fuperftition, and prejudice. No where do men, im- .
bued with fuch principles, meet fo friendly a re-
ception as in that country. There they find the .
infancy of their own country, the golden age of the
feudal fyftem. On their arrival, they are aftonith.
ed to find themfelves already too enlightened, too
far advanced, for this happy land; afraid of ap.
pearing dangerous, they with joy replunge into the
thick night of barbarifm in which they were born.
Thus the fluggard clofes his eyes, and finks again
into that flumber from which the fun-beams had
roufed him in {pite of himfelf. The man who carries
into thofe climes fomething of knowledge and fene
timent, finds it gradually obfcured and extinguithed
in his heart ; and if he happen to obtain a grant of
a few hundred fouls as the price of his own, he
thinks it very juft and very fortunate that there
fhould be. flaves, and that he is one himfelf%. .
This mode of purchafing thofe whofe knowledge
may be ufeful, while their probity may be dange-
rous, is fo infallible, and has fo much the appear-
ance of generofity, that it is to be wondered it is.
not oftner had recourfe to. The gift of a few fcore

* Nothing is fo fatal to humanity as mén who have knowledge without prin-
ciples, or who abjure.thnfe of which their confcience reminds them. They re-
femble thofe werm-cat=n fruits, which are tempting tothe eye, but prove naufeous
to the tafte. Thefc men a  partiqulally dangerous, when they have art enough
to conceal errors, thocking it themfelves, under fpecious fophifms.
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peafants might change even the foul of a Frenchs
man to that of a Ruffian.

Yet even in the court of Ruffia, and among the
nobility, there are fome lofty and generous {pirits,
who, without being the dupes of a fyftem of per-
feét equality, are indignant at the degrading felf.
denial required of them; for abfolute power fuits
none but barbarians,and thisthe Ruffian gentry are

‘no longer. Defpotifm, far from foftening, and af-
fuming a lefs difgufting mien in proportion as men’s
manners grow civilifed, becomes more and. more
ftiff, and renders its yoke more ridiculous and more
odious; it endeavours toreturn to barbarifm, as the
people advance towards civilifation. . In other Eu-
ropean countries power has defcended a few fteps
from its throne, in deference to reafon and public
opinion*; but in Ruffia it mounts ftill higher, and
tramples even on common fenfe. Till the eighteenth
century;, it is true, the progrefs of the human mind
in Ruffia was fo far from parallel to what it was in
the reft of Europe, that the date of the complete
enflavement of the Ruflians, is that of the eftablifh<
ment of‘commons and emancipation of vaflals every.
where elfe. ' It is fomewhat remarkable, that the

* The conduét of the young king of Pruffia exhibits a ﬂnkmg contraft to that
of Paul; one endeavours to exalt himfelf up to heaven; the other,to "defcend to
the levet of his people, and appear only the firft fervant of the ftate. - In the fame
paper, I read a Ruffian proclamation, which condemns a dozen unfortunate Poles
to.have their nofes and ears cut off, and to be fent to Siberia, for having been
WANTING IN TRE RESPECT AND FIDELITY {worn te his Rufflan majetty
(it is not faid in what) ; and a letter from the king of Pruffia to a little town, in
which an infurre@ion had taken place, and in which Frederick-William fpeaks
Iike a father to his children—~like a good king, who is proud to be a man,
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tzar who drove the Tartars out of Ruffia, was
the fame that impofed on the Ruffians the fervi-
.tude of the feudal fyftem, before unknown in that

country¥,

This ftubborn condu& mutft in the end prove
fatal to that pride and folly which it is meant to
proteé&t: the prefent race of mankind requires
management. Power exhibiting itfelf in the form
of a graceful woman crowned with glory, with
eafe received homage, in which nothing was felt
humiliating: the charatter of the warrior had
fomething in it of chivalry, and that of the cour.
tier of gallantry, which feemed to ennoble it; but
to require perfonal adoration, without any of the
qualities that might juftify it, muft be revoltmg to
every refle(ting mind.

Reafon can never become extinét in minds
which it has once inhabited: like the lion in the
defert, it retires flowly at the fight of a numerous
and cowardly troop; but if thefe have the audacity
to purfue and harrafs him even in his lair, he burfis
through their weapons and conquers or dies,
Governors thould dread and avoid fuch ations as
may drive reafon, honour and good fenfe to extre-
mities: the exadtion of unneceffary homage may

" accelerate fome unexpeéted cataftrophet. There

® This was the tzar Ivan Bafilovitch I. The Ruffian hiftory notwithftanding
fryles him the deliverer; and prince Sch® # # has written a tolerable epic poem

in honour ef him.

4 The Freach emigrants are of opinion, that the revolution in France would
never have taken place, had not the queen been too negligentof etiquette, and

the Jing too popular|
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is no likelihood of a revolution, . after the French ™

model, taking place in Ruffia as yet ; but there may
be one, for which it is already ripe—that of a more
enlightened ariftocracy. '

It muft be confeffed, that the friend of liberty -
and of Ruffia cannot with for a change of any other
fort at prefent; it is the only one of which this vaft
empire is yet fufceptible. The people, in the de-
plorable ftate in which we fee them, are incompati-
ble to the enjoyment of liberty : they muft be prepa-
ed for it, they muft be brought todefire it before it
is offered to them ; for now they would abufe or
rejeét it. It may be faid with truth,- that the Ruf-
fian government is lefs inclined to tyranny, than
. the people are prone to flavery; fo low are they
debafed, fo much is their nature changed. With
them, therefore, nothing can be done at prefent¥.

Though the nobles ftill continue the habit of
bending before the fovereign, while they exact ftill
greater fubmiffion in their turn from their flaves,
yet are they becoming daily more and more en-
lightened. They have been corrupted rather than
civilifed ; but they retain fome virtues, which the
laft thoufand years have been unable to annihilate :
worthy in future of 3 government lefs barbarous,
they will require laws written in legible charaéters.
They begin to feel the weight of their chains : fgme

* When I fpeak here of the Ruffan people, Ido not include the Targarian
hordes, or the Coffac tribes, who ftill retain fome remembragses of afort of Liberty 5
but it is the libegty of barbarizns, who cmploy it enly to e faves, :

Ee
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day they will burft them, and then lighten thofe of
their vaffals*; and perhaps that day is not very far
diftant. Many young minds are warmed with the
examples of antiquity, and meditate in fecret én
modern events: many after having forgotten them-
felves for 2 moment in the hiftory of other nations,
turn back their eyes with diffatisfaction to their
own, and to themfelves. How in fa& can fuch a
government exift at the end of the eighteenth cen.
tury, in a country not furrounded with a triple
wall of brafs, in a country where feveral can read,
and fome can think ; Will Ruffians in future fuffer
themfelves to be treated like the people of Moroc-
co? In our age, apd in Europe, juttice, glory, vir-
tues, or benefits can alone fan&ion the poffeflion of
abfolute power, and induce us to pardon the poffef-
for. Reafon cannot be compelled to filence, but by
being dazzled with great a&tions. Defpotifm is an
idol, thearm of which is iron, but the feet of clay; its
body is of a gigantic fize, but it is hollow; its
head is hidden in a thick cloud, which flaves take
for heaven; there are none but fools, however,
who continue to wortfhip it; none but cowards who
pretend to pay i adaration.

‘When I point out the nobility, as the only boay
in Ruffia on which liberty can firft rely on her

* Let not the term of nobles ftartle the reader: thofe of Ruffia do not form,
like thofe of France and Germany, that feudal and chivalrous body which lite
rally conceived itfelf fprang of different bloed from other mortals, and which re-
mained feparate from them by its merals and prejudices, as much as by its pri-
vileges. The word neble, both in French and German, marks this difference
forit defignates an innate quality of the mind : dworannoi, in Ruffian, the term
for a nobleman, implies only a proprietor of land, becaufe land can be pofleffed
bynone but a freeman.
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fetting foot in this empire, I do not-mean the con-
temptible herd that attends the court, as a flight
of unclean ravens follows the camp, to devour the
carcafes. There, are everywhere vile and upftart
valets, ftill more fo than thofe who were born
courtiers, It is neither the throne, the altar, nor
the perfon of the fovereign, that produces their
attachment; it is the moft fordid cowardice; the
man in favour and power is always the god they
adore. I have feen them creep from favourite to
favourite, as a caterpillar crawls from leaf to leaf,
leaving his excrement on the laft he gnawed.
There is not perhaps one of thefe wretches who
now kneel to kifs the hand of Paul, who would
not have cut off that hand a few months ago, at the
command of a Potemkin. From fuch daftards
nothing can be expeéted but court intrigues or
court revolutions, already too frequent in Ruffia,
which ferve only to prolong barbarifm or mifery.
But a few powerful families, in which knowledge
has taken its feat as a firanger beneath the roof of
hofpitality*; a few young men of courage and ta.
lents, defirous of a-name, will perhaps avail them-
felves of fome happy circumftances, to qualify at
leaft the oppreflive forms of government, till
fomething better can be done to fecure a fovereign
worthy of power upon the throne, and give to a
fenate or council of fome fort the influence now
confined to unworthy favorites ; to prefcribe at leaft

# Many of thefe families have not lefs than twenty thoufand flaves, towas,
cannons, immenfe wealth, and, above all, relations, who are generals and com-
manders of regiments. This is wmore than enough: one battle would decide Yo
bufinefs in their favor, )
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fome bounds to abufes, which at prefent -have not
any. What a Dolgoruky could perform half a cen-
tury ago, others may effe® more permanently
now*. This projeét, however it muft be confeffed,
can be conceived only by the nobleft ambition, to-
tally divefted of petty interefts; it can be executed
only by great courage, great reputation, and fill
greater perfeverance. There is a great difference
between the pofleffion of talents to fill an impor-
tant fation with dignity, and having the little arts
neceflary to obtain or preferve it; hence they, who
are difcontented and in difgrace, are generally the
choice of the nobility and of the inhabitants of
Mofco; if thefe unite and once agree on a plan, the
reign of blockheads is over. Of all dominations
thit of folly and ignorance over reafon and know-
ledge, is the moft abfurd, and moft thameful to bear.

In Ruffia every path to glory is blocked againft the
ambitious youth, who is confcious of the powers tg
reach it. 'Would he find glory in vanquifhing fa-

vages, or conquering steppesf, under the orders of
favourite, a fool ora barbanan ? Would he fee it in
the antichamber of the court p Would he place it
in the purfuit of a fervile routme, orin forwardmg
plots, ‘the lmpollcy or abfurdity of which he durft
not blame, at fome foreign court or in fome oﬂice
at home? No; for him the only road to glory is in

# The families of Dolgoraky, Galitzin, Soltikof, &c. have often deferved
well of Ruffia. They were the principal perfons concerned in fhaking off rke un-
wonhy tyranny of a Mentchicof and a Biren ; and who would have.eftablithed
i lefs arbltn.ry government at the death of Peter II.

4 Steppes is the name given to the defert plains that furround Rufiia. Tt is
the beft a Ruffian gencral can do.
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a new order of things, to which every thing invites
him. ' , g

But a nearer and more unfortunate cataftrophe,
which feems to threaten the tzars, is a difmember-
ment of their extenfive territory. For a century
paft, the empire of Ruffia, like the pafte under
the roling-pin of the cook, has grown thinin pro-
portion as it has been extended. All the bulk of
the centre has been fqueezed towards the circum-
ference, to form a border, which is deceptive with:
regard to its real ftrength; thefe thickened borders
will feparate from the centre, which will become
unable to fupport them. If we caft our eyes on
the map, we fhall be furprifed at the vaft extent of
that romantic empire, reaching from the banks of
the Viftula to the fartheft end of Afia, nay even to
America, and from the borders of the fea of Afia
to Lapland. It comprifes almoft a fourth of the
inhabited continents, This fuperficies reckons at
moft thirty millions of inhabitants; and thefe of
twenty nations, differing in manners, language,
and religion. And this immenfe territory is go-
verned, from the centre of Peterfburg, might we
pot fay from the midft of the court of the palace,
from the middle of a battalion drawn upin a fquare,
where five or fix officers falute the emperor with
their fpontoons! To me the Ruffian empire appears
like that fpider which with a very fmall body has
long legs, that fall off at the leaft obfiru&ion it
meets in its gigantic march. Lefs than a Potem-
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kin would fuffice to occafion this difmemberment;
but Ruffia will not gain much by it*.

- The happieft hope which Ruflia can entertain,
is that the may one day fee on the throne an empe-
ror fufficiently wife and great to give it laws, to
which he himfelf will fubmit; a prince of fuch
magnanimity, asto be afhamed to reign inglorious
over a people deftitute of rights, and who may be
capable of forming from the fummit of his throne
a gentle and ealy defcent, to arrive at freedom
without a fall. This is what a true friend of Ruffia
and humanity ought to wifh; -this alone can now
immortalize an emperor. - Peter 1. himfelf ]ament-
ed, that he was only the defpot of a nation of flaves.
At an interview he had with the king of Pruflia at
Parienwerder, he openly congratulated him on the
bappinefs of being the king of a nation which he
could govern by laws, while he could rule his only
with the knout; and he promifed to beftow on ita
milder government, as foon it fhould be fufficiently
civilifed to be fufceptible of itf. This time is

# From the turn affairs arc taking, it is not hazarding too much to predi&,
+hat the firft erack in this huge piece of pafle will take place on that fide towards
which it feems inclined il to cxt’nd'itlclf; I mean tewards Turkey; whether
the Greeks, regenerateand emancipgted, at length repel the barkbarous Mufflulmen
and Ruffians ; o1 the French make their way through the Hellefpont.

+ This circamftance was related by baron Peelinitz, ear-witnefs of this con-
verfation with the king. Another, which does no lefs honour to this great
charafter, and which fhows how much he was above the little imperial vanities
of his pretended defcendants, is, that, being furrounded by the Turkifh army, and
defpairir;g of cfcape, he wrote to the fenate, like a fecond Alexander: ¢ Choofe
¥ for my fucceflor him who appears to youmoft worthy.” The fenate at that
period was very different from that of the prefent day: in it was a Dolgoruky?
who, like Sully, had'the courage fometimes to teax the edifls of the tzar,
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arrived: the Ruflians are well worthy- to be- per-
mitted by their fovereign to rife to the level
of the leaft enflaved people in Europe. Reafon
and humanity would gain much, had they but
a mild government ; even where it abfolute, as
that of the Pruffia: under this new fyftem the
Ruflians might fill figure a long time in hiftory,
and prepare themfelves for that grand revolution
of the human mind, of which fome think them
already fufceptible. This can only be the laft ftep
of civilifation, and the return to fimple and pri-
mitive ideas, after having revolved the immenfe
circle of human errors and follies. Liberty and
equality cannot conftitute the happinefs of man-
kind, till the people fhall be prejudiced only in
favor of found principles of government; it is to
be feared that Ruffia is yet ages from prejudices of
fuch a nature. :

Take heart, then, staroivertzi Ruffians (Ruffi-
ans of the old flamp), who have trembled at the
progrefls of the French revolution ; take heart all
you, who ftill dread its fuccefs, and who tremble
at a truth, as the guilty at a flath of lightning: the
time is not yet come. Before you arrive at that
dreaded regeneration, you have fiill to pafs through
all the ftages of civilifation. A nation muft be
polifhed Lefore it can be informed; yours is yet
in its infancy. Before it can dread demacrats, de-
magogues, and jacobins*, it muft have royalifts,

*I know not what is now underftood in France and Germany by this term Jace-
bin, which is become fu drcaded and cdivus: butie may gratify my reader s oy,
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ariftocrats, monarchifts: you have yet only flaves,
Augment their-chains, fpill their blood, drink their
fweat in fecurity: tear the infant from its mother’s

to inform him what it implies in Ruffia, where it is a5 fatal to him to whom it is
given, as that of a Jew was formerly to an unfortunatc Spaniard. The prefent
political inquifition has even more expeditious modes of proceeding, than the reli.
glous ever had.

A man'who can read and write, of whatever nation, is firongly fufpe@ed. If
he be a Frenchman, he is undoubteely a Jacobin.

Whoever reads the gazettes is a dangerous man: whoever talks of them, is
a Jacobin,

He who fecms to doubt that Suvarof with fifty thoufand Coffacks will conquer
France in one campaign.... Jacobin.

‘He who dares fay that the French are good foldiers, that the have any glut
genenals, and that the Aufirians have been fometimes beaten.... Jacobin. :

He who ventures to entertain any doubt whether Poland belongs to Buffia; or
whether it was allowable for the Poles to defend themfelves againgt the Ruffians...
Jacobin,

Every Ruffian gentleman, who dares to fay that a man may ftill continue fo;
fome time a loyal fubjet, though be ceafes to be a vile flave....Jacobin.

Every captain in the guards, and every Ruffian officer, who dares to murmoy
at his corporal’s being made his commanding officer.... Jacobin.

The man who imagines that the Ruffians fhould be treated like men, and no
longer fold or bartered like cattle.... Jacobin.

A young nobleman, whofe dancing-mafter has not taught him to make a bow
fufficiently low, and who, when he kiffes the emperor’s hand, and does it not as
tenderly as if it were that of his miftrefs.... Jacobin.

He whofe coachman, not knowing his tzarian majefty (who to be fure is ealy
enough to be known) does not ftop his casriage, in order to alight, and profirate
himfelf in the fnow or in the mud.... Jacobin.

In Catharine’s days, he who wore a dark green coat, and large boots, was
frongly fufpeted by the favourites. Now, the wearer of a light green coat, and
half boots, is odious to Paul.

Whoever is followed by a dog, wears a round hat, and has a waiftcoat without
fleeves and flaps, is arrefted, and treated as a Jacobin.

This enumeration of particulars, which I could have enlarged, may appear
perhaps to be an exaggeration ; but itis too true, that any one of thefe charges
might prove fatal to the man againft whom it was brought, and that the ruin of
feveral perfons has been owing to caufes equally ridiculous, and not morc rea-
fonable,
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* breaft, to'compel her to fuckle your puppies, that
have loft theirs*: the day of retnbutnon will not
yet dawn on Ruffia.

Do you fear a conftitution? you have not yet
laws. Do you dread a nitional affembly? you -
have not yet a parliament, not even a divan; for
your fenate is far from meriting fuch a name. Are
your laws, your religion, contained anywhere, but
in the emperor’s head? Are not you fouls at his
difpofal? Is not your meannéfs his greatnefs; atid
your nullity the cypher that marks his value? Také
heart; your clock has not yet firuck the hour of.
hberty. ‘

Before that hour, terrible to you, the fun will
long continue to rife on the fame crimes. You
will ftill change fovereigns before you change
your government; you will fill experience all
the .horrors of court revolutions, befote you fee
popular ones. ~

In the end, however, this memorable epoch
muft arrive, in Ruffia as elfewhere. The progrefs
of liberty is like that of time; flow, but fure ; and
fome day will reach the north. Much has been
written on the influence which climate muft have
on man; and a political{ philofopher maintaigs,
that it has a great deal on their laws and govern-

* An atroclty of this nature aGually took place in Livonia.

+ Montefquieu,

Ff
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ments. With regard to fecondary circumftances,
I believe it; :but principles are everywhere the
fame. Climate cannot a¢t on the morals of a peo-
ple, but from the want of law and religion, which
are their primary regulators, and which may be
tran{planted anywhere. I know well, that a defert
and uncultivated plain in Ruffia will fpontaneoufly
préduce fome plants different from thofe of a field
left yntilled in France; but if one be ploughed up
like the othier, and the fame feed fown in both, you
will redp from them the fame grain. Thus thein-
fluence of climates cannot perceptibly take place,
except under the zones, where the human race has
phyfically degenerated ; and befides, does not Ruf-
fia include at prefent all the climates of Europe?
‘What, fhall the Ruffian, the defcendant of the free
and valliant Slavi, be condemned to perpepual
flavery, while.the Swede, fill farther north, boafts
his liberty? Shall Mofco, under the fame latitude
with London, be forever a barbarian city, a ftran-
ger to arts and laws? Under what climate then
did the great Novogorod flourith fo early as the
eighth century,—that powerful, free, and com-
mercial city, at a time when the people, who now
boaft moft proudly of their liberty, ftill crouched
in ignorance beneath the feudal fyftem*? The

#* Alexander Nefeky, whom the Ruffian monks have canonifed as a faint and
a hero, completed the deftru@ion of this illuftrious city by a general maffacre of
all its inbabitants. Far from uniting himfelf to the Novogorodians, who cou-
rageoufly threw off the yoke of the Tartars, he took upon himfelf the offiee of exe=
cutioner of his own fubje&s to pleafe robbers, and deftroyed the cities that refufed
te pay tribute to forcigaers,
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Slavi*, who founded that republic, feem, like the
Franks, to bear their deftiny and charatter im-
printed on their immortal names. A thoufand
years have not been fufficient to efface the noble
impreflion. ' All the Ruffians have not yet forgot-
ten, that their fathers were more happy than them-
felves. . :

*SLavy, in the Ruffian language, fignifies glory. The word stAvoi, or
sLAVONi, which means THE oLoR10US, of which foreigners have made stavr,

SLAVES, and SCLAVONTIANS, s (trangely disfigured. Other etymologifts main~

tain, however, that all the Slavian or Sclavonian nations being known in Europe
as fubjugated, the appellation sLAvE was given in the weft to the unfortunate

beings who had loft their liberty like them, and that from thefe. regions every
fpecies of fervitude came into Europe.



CHAP. VIh
, :
NATIONAL CHARACTER.

.Of the noble, the courtier, the peafunt, theartificer, and the foldier of, Ruffia.

THE chara&ter of a Ruflian, it has been faid, is to
have no chara&er at all, but to poflefs a wonderful
capacity of affuming that of other nations. If this
be underftood of the higher clafs of Ruffians, there,
is much truth in'the obfervation; but the fame
will equally apply to all people, who are but
half polithed; and even to the inhabitants of all .
great cities, whofe phyfiognomies are confounded
together as well as their manners, becaufe they
derive their inftitutions and food from the fame
fources, becaufe their blood is mlxed and their way
of life is the fame.

The noble Ruﬂian, the only one to be feen in
foreign countries, or well known in his own, has
in fat a great aptitude for adopting the opinions,
- manners, cuftoms, and languages of other nations.
He can be as frivolous as a quondam French petir-
mditre, as mufically mad as an Italian, as reafonable
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as a German, as fingular as an Englithman, as
mean as a flave, and as haughty as a republican.
He will change his tafte and charaéter as eafily as
the fathion of his drefs; furely, therefore, this
fupplenefs of mind and fenfes is a diftinguithing
feature.

This great pliability will not appear aftonith-
ing, if it-be remembered, that the Ruflians are a
new people on whom all nations have had more
or lefs influence. From foreigners they have re-
ceived arts, -fciences, vices, and but few virtues.
The genius . of the government, and the particu-,
lar charaéter of the emperor, are imprinted on all
the nation, as on one fingle individual ; and the
Greek religion, an abfurd feét of chriftianity, has
completed the alteration of its nature. It may be
faid of the Ruffian, that his government debafes
him, that his religion depraves him, and that his
pretended civilifation has corrupted him.

“Thus the primitive chara&er of-this great na-
tion can be traced only through all thefe vicious
inftitutions. A thoufand years under the domi-
nion of Paregues, the Tartars, and its own tzars,
have not been able to efface it; what then muft this
people have been, which even now difplay fo many
excellent qualities! The Ruffian peafant, with-
out property, without religion, without morals,
without honour, is hofpitable, humane, willing to
ferve, gay, faithful, and brave: the farther you
penetrate ipto the country, remote from cities, e
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better you find him; the moft favage is always the
worthieft man, the fartheft from the capital is the
neareft to virtue; in a word, he has all thofe in-
nate qualities, which remind us of patriarchal man-
. ners; his vices are only adventious. The remains

~of barbarifm, fill exhibited by the moft enlighten-
ed part of the nation, prefents a difgufting con-
traft. This barbarifm is difplayed in vulgarity of
manners, an.infulting contempt of mankind .in
general, difdain of inferiors, and fervile fears. of
fuperiors,  indifference for everything tending
to improvement, ignorance of the forms of fo-
ciety, infolent pride, bafenefs, immedefty, want
of patriotifm and public fpirit, but. above all,
the want of that honor which fometimes nearly
anfwers the end of probity, and even of virtue.
The half enlightened Ruffian is the moft abjeét of
men; he crawls like the worm, which. invites the
foot of the oppreflor to crufb him.

The femi-barbarian is peculiarly fit for the
trade of a courtier; for he is equally cruel, cove-
tous, cowardly, and cunning: but when {peaking
of a Ruffian, we muft not affix to the word courtier
thofe ideas of urbanity, elegance of manners, and
delicacy of mind, with which the courtier is em-
bellifhed in other countries. In Ruflia, he who
makes his way at court, particularly with the great,

-is frequently the moft impudent and infamous of
men, who is ready to offer his back to the king
of the frogs, not lying in a marth, but fwayed by
an arm as vigorous as that of Peter . No man
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who thinks rightly, no young man of a noble
mind or cultivated underftanding, will pleafe at
court ; and if -his birth or circumftances lead him
thither, he will be in dlfgrace the moment he. is
found out. S

In general the Ruffians are fond of acquiring
information, and have a refpeét for firangers ; fuch
only as are totally deftitute of education hate fo-
reigners, or are jealous of them, when they come
into competition with them. . One thing, .Jefs: to
their honor, likewife diftinguithes the Ruflians;
this is a bafe-and fervile kind of politenefs, which
evaporates in foolifh flattering compliments.. Their
cringing . geftures, and humble .and fubmiffive
countenance before their fuperiors remind you
of their oriental flavery. They know not how.to
be polite without meannefs, or to flatter without
falfehood; but.at this we cannot wonder ; for to be
truly polite, a man muft be truly a man of virtue,
and not'a&; from conftraint or intereft, what ought
to proceed from right feeling and a due fenfe-of
decorum.

In Ruffia the higher claffes may be divided-in-
to two ¢aszs, abfolutely differing in manners and
opinions. They appear as beings of different cen-
turies ; and you would fcarcely fuppofe them to be
of the fame nation, though they are frequently of
the fame family. The one are thofe that reprobate
all reform, inftruction, and improvement; they
would carry the nation back to a ftate of barbarilm,.
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and keep it apart from all the reft of Europe;
they confider all civilifation as perverfion, and
deem Peter 1. the corrupter, not the legiflator, of
his empire ; they are made up of fuperftition, igno-
rance, -and prejudice.  The political raskolnikis
deteft foreigners more than the Turks of Chinefe*;
but they frequently. poffefs native morals and vir-
tues, and the excefles -of the French revolution
render their .{fyflem triumphant. The others,
~ adoptipg the manners and cuftoms of Europe, en-
deavour to keep pace with their contemporaries,
and too often outdo them in corruption and ab.
furdity. - They glory in defpifing, or being igno-
rant of the ancient.cuftoms of their own country ;
they have fenfe, are fociable, and poffefs knowledge -
and talents. .Amoug. thefe you will find amiable
men and of great merit; but for the moft part they
have more politenefs than honefty, more depravity
than information, more vanity than pride. Thefe
are . at ‘prefent out of favour at court; and the
gleams of the French revolution have terrified
feveral who return with docility to the {klrts of
barbarifm.

* Nothing can equal the rudenefs with which they. fometimes apoftrophife
foreigners. We have bread, they fay, and you are forced te come to us, other-
wife you would be flarved. Wretches, too barbarous to bluth at the caufes of
that abuudance of bread, which they boaft. Yes, a few thoufands of their fel-
lows eat wheaten bread, becaufe thirty millions of flaves browze on herbs, and
gnaw birch bark, on which they feed like the beavers, who furpafs them in un-
derftanding. A few cities enjoy the pleafures of life, and exhibit palaces, becaufe
whole provinces lie defolate, or contsin only wretched hovels, in which you
would expe& to find bears rather than men, Jn the caves of robbers, too, you
may find abundance, and the traveller who had loft his way might experience
hofpirality, .



\

‘CourT or PETERSBURG. 22§

Amid all thefe defeéts, the Ruffian nation has
remained exempt from three fatal errors, which
have tainted the reft of Europe with crimes and
abufes. The Ruflians have never eftablithed among
them the falfe point of honor, of avenging the lie by
a murder*; their hiftory mentions no war, no maf-
facre, occafioned by religious fanaticifmt ; and they
have never confidered birth as fuperior to merit}.
Hitherto in Ruffia its nobles have not been efteem-
ed in the inverfe ratio of their fattitious value, I
mean, their antiquity ; but what is there called no-
bility has an origin truly valuable and noble, that
of liberty ; 'a noble fignifying only 2 man who is
free and polfefles land, as already obferved.

Next to drunkennefs, the moft prominent and
common vice of the Ruffians is theft. I doubt
whether any people upon earth be more inclined

* The Ruffians, as well as the Greeks and Romans, have fhewn that a warrior
may be brave without the madnefs of cutting his comrade’s throat in a duel. The
officer, who returns with his cane a blow you have given him with your hand,
mounts to the affault the next inftant as 2 hero. Atthe fame time it is true, that,
in a fociety, where the affroat of a box on the ear may be wiped out by knocking
a man down, and where you may fpit inthe face of him who infults you with his
tongue, that politene(s and ceremenious refpeét, which polifhed nations pra&tife,
are not to be expeded: accordingly the Ruffian officers in general refemble a band
of footmen in uniform. A Ruffian prince affirming fomething to me ¢ on the
¢¢ word of a man of honor,” I fald to him: ¢ How can you pledge me the word
s of another?”’ This repartece might have been addreffed with propriety to moft
of them : but thofe who have education are inferior to none in point of honor and
politenefs.

+ The perfecution of the rafkolnikis by the liturgift Nicon is fcarcely an ex-
ception. .

1 Paul is endcavouring to cablith a Gothic nobility, to make out genealogi-
-al tices, and to introduce heraldry, the only {cience he allows o be culXivared.

Gg
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natirally to-appropiate to thenifelves the property
of others; from the firft minifter to the general.
dfficer, from the lacquey to the foldier, all are
thieves, plunderers, and cheats. In Ruffia theft

does not ‘infpire that degrading contempt which
' fiigmatizes a man with infamy, even among the
loweft of the populace. What the thief dreads moft
is the being obliged to return his booty, for he
reckons a caning as nothing; and if detected in
the fadt, he cries with a grin; Vinavat, gospondin!
vinigvat: *<-1 have done wrong, fir;” and returns
" what he had ftolen, as if that were a fufficient
amends. This tfhameful vice, pervading all claffes,
fcarcely incurs blame. It fometimes happens, that
your pocket is picked in apartments at court, to
which none but perfons of quality and fuperior
officers are admitted, as if you were’in a fair*. A
firanger, who lodges with a Ruffian, even a kniaz,
will find to his coft, that he muft leave nothing on
his drefling table or his writing defk; it is even a
Ruffian maxim, that whatis not locked up belongs
. to any one who will take it, The fame quality has
been falfely afcribed to the Spartans; but an En-
glithman, who has publifhed a book on the refem-
blance between. the Ruffians and Greeks, after
having proved, that they eat, fing and flcep like
them, has forgotten to add, that in ftealing they
are ftill more expert.

# The king of Sweeden, after the battle of the gth of July 1790, invited a
party of Ruffian officers, who had been made prifoners, to dine with him. Oung, of
them ftole a plate. The offended king then ordered them all to be dlﬂnbutcd
among the fmall towns, wheie they never again ate off filver.
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Whence is it, that the Ruflians are more addict=-
ed to theft than other half polifhed nations; Is it
becaufe ftealing is lefs feverely punifhed in Ruffia,
than elfewhere? No; it is owing to the immorality:
of the Greek fect*, the want of laws and police, and:
efpecially the bad education of the nobles,  who,:
from the cradle furrounded by flaves, imbibe fromr
them the bafenefs of their own fentimentss -+ "

If you are more expofed to. pilfering -in Ruffia
than in other countries, you are in lefs danger

* One proof, that it is their religion particularly, which lcaves, or rather gives
tl:en: this quality is, that it is not common among the people of other religions
who live under the Ruffian government, The muffulman Tatars are of trigd fideli~
ty; even the pagan Siberians are of exemplary good faith; and the Livonians,
Efthonians, and Fins, who are lutherans, are neither knaves nor thieves, The
worthip of images, however, has introduced one happy prejudice among the Ruffiz
ar:s. He who would force open a firong box without fcruple, dares not-break a feal |
Tte fullewing isa fa&k: Having one day given a young foldier, my férvdnt, two'
rubles, for two letters, which I ordered him to carry to the poft-office, I went out.
On .y return [ difcoveied that my trunk had been broke open, and robbed of
ten rubles in eopper, which were in it: and Ilearned, that my foldier had$eetf
gaming with the courtiers of the chancery, to whom he had loff a great deal of.
maotey, Hewas fought after Ly my orders, butin vain; and I announced him as
2 defeters Three days after he appeared, fell at my feet, and begged forgivenefs,
confefing, that he had floled the ten rubles, and concealed himfelf in the depth
«f a wood, but hunger and repentance had brought him back. Inftead of deliver-
ing Lim up as a thicf and deferter, Ifatisficd myfelf with ordering a non-commifv
fivned ofiicer to give him twenty blows with acane. At this order he fell at my,
feet again, and begged me with tears to punifh him more fevereiy,” that nothing
might lie on Lis ccnfcience, he faid, for having robbed his mafter, that he de-
ferved a hundred Llows at leafl, and that he would have more if I fent him to
theregiment. He perfifted in his cntreaties to obtain this fingular favour. Sur-
prifed at fuch a requeft, and moved by his penitence, T was far from granting it,
but I faid to him, ¢ Now you have confeflfed the whole, tell me what you did
¢ with the letters, as they were of importance.”.....¢ Sir, [ carried them to the
¢ poft-office.”....4¢ What! would you make me believe that you did not begin
¢¢ with gaming away the two rubles I gave you, before you broke spen my
¢ trunk ?.....¢¢ Ah! fir, God forbid that I fhould touch mgoney belonging to any=
¢¢ thing fealed.”” In fact, after having loft ruble after ruble of the money he had
figlen, he had carried the letters and the money for them to the pofi-othee, WAL
received the anfwers in duc courfe.
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of being aflaflinated than even in England.- 1
traverfed- the vacant {paces of Peterfburg, and the
deferts of Ruffia, with more- fecurity than the
crowded ftreets of London, or the well frequented
roads of France. Wherever I found a hut, I was
fure of meeting hofpitality at the threfhold ; and if
1 wore a cockade in my-hat, I was refpefted and
even feared- by the ill-difpofed.

. If ftealing and drunkennefs be the moft promi-
nent vices of the Ruffians, hofpitality and courage
are the moft friking qualifications.

From the extreme of wretchednefs fome good

drifes, as germs from the bofom of corruption.
~ The countries where men are flaves or favages,
are thinly peopled, even if they be fertile; hence
in fuch countries men are ftrangers to 'want, and,
if gllowed ever fo little of their time and ftrength,
can procure the necefldries of life in abundance.
Having few wants, and their property being ih-
fecure, they live from hand to mouth, and freely
befiow what they have. A vaffal readily fhares his
bread, his falt, and his hut with the traveller; and
the noble is equally prompt to admit the ftranger
to partake of his table and his pleafures*. Every
year the Ruflian or Livopian flave may fet fire to
a foreft, and fow the virgin earth, which will re-

* In Ruffia parafites are net yet defpifed. The general, the rich merchant,
exery man in tolerably eafy circumdtances, keeps a fort of upen houie, fo that his
friends and acquaintance, officers in‘the army, and the crowd of young men and
foreigmers who have po houfcor home, daily find admiffion to his table,
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turn him ten or fifteen fold : this {lave employs for
his own ufe only fo much of his time and produce
asis abfolutely neceflury to prevent his dying with
hunger or finking under fatigue;. all the reft is
deftined to augment the fuperfluities of his lord™.
Now in Ruffia, where there are thirty thoufand
flaves, there are not a hundred thoufand lords,
who fatten on their fweat. and blood ; and thefe
alone compofe the consumers of an immenfe and
fertile empire. It is not furprifing therefore, to
{ee the Ruffian lords difplay a luxury and profu-
fion, which impofe upon the people, and which
you would feek in vain where good and ill are
more . equally diftributed. Many. of. thefe. great
lords, it muft be avowed, poflefs laudable qualities.
They are in general more inclined to- enjoy what
they have, than to accumulate wealth ; - their riches
are confiantly renewing, like the race of men
whence they flow, and frequently.coft them no-
thing to acquire. The munificence. of their tzar,
and peculation of every kind; are commonly their
impure fources ; but they know that they may lofe
them as cafily as they were procured; and there-
fore they enjoy them while it is in their power.
This fome of them do fo nobly, that they gain
credit for virtue, or at leaft for remorfe.

4 Many Ruffian and Livonian lords make their flaves work five days in the
week: fome even leave thefe poor creatuses only the day of reft to cultivate the
ground that muft feed their family.  But I leave the tafk of exhibiting at large the
inconceivable cvils which the Ruffians, and more efpecially the wretched Livoni-
ans, fuffer, to ome of my friends, who is treating this fubjeck and feveral others
more minutely. Reckel (1) has lately roufed the indignation of Germany itfelf,
by drawing a pi@ure of their condition, Never did the feudal fyRem, or the
blask code, prefent fuch attrocities. ’

(1) Author of a German work, ifititled The Letiqniana.
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The genius of the Ruffian people turns eargerly
to commerce, for which it appears to be particu-
Lirly calculated. When a peafant can obtain a
paflport from: his mafter*, he haftens to quit his
ungrateful fields, and apply to fome trade, in hope
of accumulating money enough to purchafe hjs
liberty; .but in this he is frequently deceived+.
The Ruflian tradefmen, for the moft part flaves,
and fettered befides by the regulations of govern--
ment, can feldom rife to great fpeculations, in fpite
of all their indufiry; they cqnfine themfelves to
inland traffic; and, inftead pf being merchants in
their own country, they are merely faétors for the
Englifh, and find themfelves obliged to be content,
as the Jews in other countries, with the little pro-
fits ‘of retail dealers and pedlars.

It is truly aftonifhing, to fee how ftrenuoufly
Ruffian politics tend to ruin the fubjects of that
empire. Thefe cannot carry on trade to advan-
tage, but in proporticn to the rivalry between fo-
reign nations, that have need of the natural pro-
duétions of their country; yet the cabinet of Pe-

* For five and twenty rublesa year, a peafant fometimes ottains a paffport,
or licence, from his matter, under favor of which he can exercife his ingenuity
in the cities; but this tiibute is increafed in proportion to his induftry.

4+ The Ruffian flave, when he has contrived to makc a little purfe, cannot al-
ways offer it for hisranfom; for his mafter fometimes appropriates his treafure to,
his own ufe. Many of thefe flaves become very rich; but their mafier refufes to
fell them their liberty, confidering their capitals, and pheir induftry, as his pro-
pesty, and as a laft refource for himfelf. There are mafters, who, zfter they have
ruined themfelves by gambling, have fearched the houfes of their flaves, to feize
on all they ceuld find in them. This plundering is one of the reafuns for which
the peafints frequently bury their money, and dic before they have been able te
difeover it to their children, )

N~
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terfburg have fhut all their ports to the competi-
tors of England. The Englith are the fole pur-
veyors of Ruffia, and the arbiters of the price of
its produce, as well as of the value of its rubles,
fince they alone fix the rate of exchange. In fhort,
they carry on this trade to the fame advantage as
isdone with all barbarous nations, the government
of which fells exclufive privileges to fome fingle
company *.

Mirabeau has faid, that the Ruffians are the
moft malleable of all people. A young peafant,
rough, favage, timid, torn from his hamlet, is me-
tamorphofed into an elegant and adroit footman,
or a fpruce and courageous foldier, in lefs than a
month. His mafter makes him in a fhort time his
tailor, his mufician, or even his furgeon, or coun-
Jellor at law,

* Whatever the people in Ruffia may fay, the balance of trade is always
againft them ; the natural produions of that immenf{e empire not being fufficient
to pay for the foreign articles of luxury imperted into the two capitals. One fhip,
laden with Englith hardwarc, is equal in value to thirty laden with iron, hemp, or
timber. The Englith carry away leather, and bring back fhces; grain, for which
they return beer, &c. Theonly nation with which Ruffia could carry on an im-
mediaté exchange of produce, is France, from which it might receive oil and wine;
but thefe Ruffia choofes to purchafc at the third or fourth hand, and pay doubly
the price for them. .

The Ruffians, feeing their corn difappear, and nothing but paper left, notwith~
ftanding rhe great quantity of gold and filver they draw from Siberia, fuppofe it is
carried away by the ftrangers who come to their country to feck their fortunes,
follow auts or trades, or lerve in the army. This, however, is a great miftake. Sol-
diers, or men of letters, feldom grow rich; and in Ruffia lefs than anywhere; the
artift and the mechanic, too, more frequeatly meet poverty than wealth y and moft
of thefe ftrangers die or fettle in the country. All who arrive bring at leaft a few
ducats with them ; and there is not one in twenty who goes away with any pro-
perty ¢ if acalculation were made, the balance with refpect te thefe would be i
favour of Ruffia. For a long time none but muficians, millinet, pawsmoessy
and Englifhmen, have enriched themfelves in Ruffia.
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I had been told a hundred times, that the beft
way to teach themanything was by blows. I could
not believe it; but I faw it was fo.. When "a’ few
hundred recruits are delivered to an officer to form
a'new battaliofi, the cloth ‘and leather ‘neceflary
for equipping them are given him at the fame time:
Having drawn the poorfellows up in a rank, he
fays to one, ** You fhall betailor to'the compary;”
to another, ¢¢ You fhall be fhoemaker ;” to a third;
* You fhall be mufician.” If they grumble, they
receive fome ftrokes with the cane, and a few bad
implements are given them,:to go ‘and pradife’at
their ‘refpe@ive employments. ‘The caning is re:
peated occafionally, till they produce a boot ora
garment tolerably well ' madeé, and can play the
march of the regiment. ¢ But,” faid I to a colo-
nel, who boafted of thus having formed the Mofco
grenadiers, < among thofe men there muft have
*¢ been feveral who had exercifed in their own vil.
« lages the trades you wanted: why, inftead of
«¢ choofing them yourfelf, did you not interrogate
s them on this head? he who could play on the
¢« balaleika* would have made a good fifer ; and he
¢« would have made the beft fhoemaker, who had
« learned of himfelf to make lappist.”—O,” re-
plied he, ¢ you are a ftranger; you know nothing
¢« of our Ruflians: among all thofe fellows, there
¢« was not one who would have confefled what he
«¢ could do.” Strange and melancholy truth! but
it is not fo with the Ruffian alone; it is the fame

* A fort of lute with two firings, on which the Rufan peafants play.
4 Shoes of linden bark, which the Rufians wea.
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with the flave of every country; and always will
be, where a man is obliged to exert his corporal
and mental faculties by compulfion.

This fpirit of mechanical obedience impofed on
the Ruffians, has an unfortunate influence on all
their imitative arts. They have a national mufic
of their own invention, which is extraordinary, and
bears the chara@eriftic ftamp of their enflaved
genius: it appears formed to be executed by a ma-
chine, rather than by men. About half a hundred
muficians, as they are called, have each a horn, dif-
fering in fize in regular gradation, like the pipes of
an organ ; each of thefe horns give but one tone,
and each of the players has before him only one
note, the greater or lefs length of which, and the
longer or fhorter intervals between its repetitions,
form all the variations. Thus thefe muficians,
each repeating his own note, perform hy common
accord the fimpleft and even the moft complicated
airs. The bulk of thefe horns, and the purity and
depth of their tones, render their concert fublime ;
and its effect is particularly grand by night, and in
the open fields. I doubt the poffibility, however,
of forming a band for this firange mufic anywhere
but in Ruflia; as it would not be eafy to mufter
fifty men, who would confent to dedicate their lives
to the fole purpofe of founding one note on a horn,
and wait whole hours mealuring refts, in expeéta-
tion of the moment for founding this note, incapa-
ble of being moved by the air they are employed
in playing, or by the art they profefs, Wotnwng,

Hh
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but an automaton, an organ.pipe, or a flave, can
be brought to this exactnefs. The Greeks and Ro-
mans had flaves likewife, but they had liberal.arts:
in Ruffia there are none; all the arts there are fer-
vile or foreign, and can be naturalized only with
freedom '

" Whether he exercife arts, guide the life-fupport-
ing plough, or handle the deftruftive mufket, the
Ruffian, is fettered, and trembles under the lath of
a maﬁe'r, all the qualities of his mind are withered,
and’ the tendereft feelings of his heart ar¢ out-
raged®, How aftonithing is if, that, with thefe de.”
bafed beings, torn by force from their families as &
fheep from the fold, and of whom the greater-part
die of grief and terrors before they reach the army,
to which they are driven by the cane, Ruffia fhould
have gained fo many vitories over her neighbours?
Reafons for fuch apparent contradiction, however,
may e affigned. The Ruflian, who can fup-
port the wretched life neceflary to complete the
education of a foldier, may be confidered as an in-
vulnerable, orat leaft infenfible being, immerfed
in the waters of the Styx. Scarcely one in three

# What has difgufted me is, to fee men with grey hair, and patriarchal beards,
lying on their faces, with their breeches down, while they were flogged like chil-
dren. Still more horrible! I blufh to write it; there are mafters, who fometimes
force the fon to inflict this punifhment on his father; and, meft abominable of
all, there are fons who comply with fuch an infult. Thefe and many other horrid
a&ions are committed chiefly in the country, where the lords, in their cattles, ex-
crcife the fame authority over men as over animals. Even women are {ubjeCted
to the meft indelicate infults. Thefe barbarities, however, become more rare, and
infpire the better kind of Ruffians with as much horror as they do my readess;
but they are #ill committed, and atteft to what a pitch of degradation the humao

{pecies may be reduced.
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endures. the trial;, but he who does, remains inde- .
fatigable, and hard as the iron that had repeatedly

paffed under the hammer. From the proud Ruf

fian’ prince, who would devaur a raw turnip or.¢u-

cumber, after having-gormandized on the moft ex»

quifite dithes at a fumptuous table*, to the filthy

Siberian, who feeds on ftinking fifh, all the Ruflians-
feem to have iron conftitutions, capable of fupport-

ing equally the extremes of heat and cold, of glut-

tony and abftinence. . The veteran {oldiers are the

hardeft of men. Reeking from the vapour bath,

they roll themfelves naked in the fnow, and fleep

on a bed of ice. From the fevereft toil they pafs to

the moft indolent repofe; after the longeft and moft

rigid abflinence, they gorge themfelves with food

with impunity ; and with a soukare (bifcuit) and an

onion in their pocket, they will travel ﬁxty verfls

-a day, to follow Suvarof, :

Laffant la faim, Ia foif, et la fatigue,
Le foldat Ruffe affronte les revers,
Brave le mont, et franchit les defests,
Frisct foumis, de foi-méme prodigue,
Guider fon bras, il détruit I'univess.

¢ The Rufian—hunger, thirft, fatigue fubdues,
¢ His foe acrofs cach defert wild purfues,

¢ Dare adverfe fortune, dares impending fate,

¢ And prodigal of life is bravely great,

« Humble, yet proud, his banners wide unfurl’d,
¢ Guide but his arm, he’ll fubjugate the world.”

In fhoft, if, as it has long been imagined, to be
a good foldier require nothing more than to be a
* Potemkin has often been feen to prefent himfelf in the midft of his courllq:c

with bis legs bare, and his hair about his ears, eating a raw carrot or turaig, when
jutk come from the cmprefs’s table,
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very éxact machine, the Ruffian muft certainly be
the beft in the world. His valour is fo mechanical
and fo docile*, that he dreads the cane of the officer
more than the cannon of the enemy ; it may be faid
of him, that he is afraid to be acoward. Contrary
to what is feen in many other nations, the Ruffian
foldier is more intrepid than his officer. ‘He has
powerful inceritives in his ferocious difpofition ,—
leve of plundér, and defperation. The officer
waskts thefe,and is' oftén: dettitute of that:fenfe of
honour; courage, and patriotifm. Catharine fub-
fkituted for thefe a bait of various recompenfes, of
whicl the was prodigal. oni“all -occafions. Every
officer prefent at an engagementt was promoted a
ftep§ they, .who were mentioned with honour by
the general in his report, received croffes, or gold-
hilted fwords; and they who were wounded, pea-
fants or penfions, I have feen officers, who in one
campaign had received two croffes, a gold-hilted

* The Ruffian_foldier fometimes gives very laughable proofs of this mecha-
nical exa@tnefs. Peter I. had iffued orders that every man who went throngh the
ftreets without a lantern afterten o’clock at night, fhould be flopped. A phyfician
returnjng from a vifit to a patient, was preceded by his tervant with alantern. The
fervant was faffered to pafs, but the phyfician, notwithftanding all he could fay,
was conduted by the fentry to the guard-houfe. In a battle with the Swedes, a
galley was funk, on board of which were feveral officers of the guards. Thetom-
marfier of the next galley cried out ¥o his men: ¢ Save the officers of the guards.”
One poor fellow finking held up his arm for affiftance, and a foldier caught beld
of it; but before he would pull him out, he afked, ¢ Are yon an officer of the
¢¢ guards?’> The poor fellow being unable to anfwer, the foldier let him go, and
he perifhed, '

4+ The foldiers received a filver miedal, and I hve feen whole regiments, where
nonebut the recruits juft arvived 'were withot them. The medal diftributed to
thofe who were prefent at the expegdition againft Tichefme, or Clazomene, where
the Turkifh fleet was burned, has great fublimity in the infcription; Bourrs
¢ I was there.””  Paul recompenfes his foldiers by giving permiffion to 4 regiment?
with whofe fervices he is fatisficd, to ufs TuE-sazwADILN Y vALCH.
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fword, and two. promotions:~ There:ig a wide dif-
ference, however, between the valor of thefe fol-
diers and that of thofe warriors, whofe heroic ex-
ploits were rewarded by a branch-of oak, -or the
fim ple approbanon of their country;

The Ruﬁian foldlex; has( retalned fome vu'tucs.
of which he frequently-exhibits: proofa amid. .the
excefles in which he too often-indulges; - for, net-
withftanding the dread and horror which the psa-
fant feels:for the life of a foldier, young men. have
been feen to-caft themfelvea at the feet of the rec
cruiting officers, and beg that they. might be taken
inftead of a brother, .about to be:tord -from. his
family*., The greatnefs of fuch a faerifice ¢can only
be properly eftimated when we recolleét that a Ruf.
fian foldier is injifted not for a certain: number of
years, butfor his whole life. Once dragged from
his hut and all that are dear to him, he muft grow
old under the fevereft difcipline, if he do not fall by
the fword of the enemy.  If he be married, fearce-
ly will he have quitted his wife before his mafter
“may give her anothert; and if he have children,

#* I wasmuch interefted for 2 young maa, wh; had ooins five hundred miles,
to beg that he might be received into the regiment inflead of his brother, who had
a large family ; and I fpoke of it to the minifter at war, relating the particulars
of a facrifice, which in my opinion deferved to be rewarded by fetting-the foldier
at liberty, without detaining his generous brothes. A relation of the minifter,
who was prefent, faid, ¢ We muft difmifs all our foldicrs, then ; for I have feen
# fuch things as would aftonith you a thoufand times”. This filenced me, not
knowing which to admire mok, the oatusal goodnefs of the Ruffian flayes, or the
hard-heartednefs of their lords, This man had begn taken by Pugatthef, tied up

in a bag, and was on the point of being thrown intoa river, whea a Ruffian par-
¢y delivered him.

+ This is forbidden; but is frequently done, thal the malte? vinevme Ty
not be dimithed: for Be would Be obliged to fuppost the Wike and critineny e
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he will never behold them again®. He is loft, dead
to his family for ever.

You then fee him giving proofs of courage and

. confidence in generals, which ferve him inftead of
patriotifmt; fo the well-trained dog difplays from
obedience the fame courage, as the generous lion
defending his life or liberty, In his bravery, na-
tive hilarity, gait, and cleanlinefs, the Ruffian
foldier is admirable. There are regiments, -which,
for thefe fixty years, have been almoft always in
fight of the enemy. Thefe continual combats have
rendered the Ruffians warlike; but the fcenes at
Otchakof, Ifmail, and Prague, and the.devaftati-
ons in unhappy Poland, have-ftamped their. valour

4

by marrying her again, the fame fields are cultivated by the hufband’s fucceflor,
who pays the fame tribute. Frequently a lord marries a fout girl of twenty to a
boy of tenor twelve, in order to cftablifh a frefh houthold. Sometimes a father
of anumerous young family, finding his tafk teo fevere, folicits a flout wife for
oneof His boys, and fupplies the place of 2 hufband to his daughter-in-law, till
the child is grown up. Such diforderly condué is very comon in the country,

* The foldier never obtains a furlough,

1 At the fiege of Otchakot, apicquet guard, going to an advanced poft, met
an officer in thetrenches, who faid to them : ¢ The Turks have madca fally; the
¢ pofty to which you are going, is already in their hands 5 turn back or you will
 be cut to pieces,”—¢¢ What is that te us? anfwered one of the foldiers; prince
« Dolgoruky is anfwerabie for us.” Notwithftanding the officer’s reprefentations,
they went on, and returned no more.

At the attack which the Tarks made upon Kimburg, Suvarof went out drunk,
at the head of his garrifon, to repulfe the enemy. The Ruffians gave way at the
firft charge, and feveral took to their heels. A foldier, enraged, flopped the fugi-
tives -with his bayomet, and obliged them to turn back, and ;harged at their head,
as if he had been their officer. Cathatine, being informed of this aéion, which
was the caufe of the firft vi&ory in the lat war, would have given him a com-
miflion: but this he refufed, faying that he could ncither read ner write, and
would rather be a good foldier than a bad officer. The emprels then fent him a

gold medal, and conferred on him a penfion of three andred rubles (3011
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with the moft ferocious barbarity. Yet -this was
the charaéer of the generals that commanded them,
of Catharine who excited them, rather than their
own. Yet amid that horde of favages which fhe
let loofe upon that wretched nation, by the fide of
the Suvarofs, Denifofs, Kakoffkies, and Kret{chet-
nikofs, whofe names are even lefs barbarious than
their charaters,” might be feen the Repnins, Gal-
litzins, Buchfhefdens, Ferfens, the young Tolftoi,
and feveral faperior officers,” whofe humanity #nd
even urbanity formed a complete contrat to the
barbarity of their companions. The Ruffians, who
became fo ferocious under the reign of' Catharine,
were much lefs fo under that of the mild Elizabeth.
Their memory is Rill refpected in Pruffia; the
condu& and difcipline which they obferved there
during two years, were acknowledged with gra-
titude by the inhabitants. The irregular Coffacs,
the Bathkirs, the Kirghifes, and the Calmucs, who -
compofe their light troops, are the only barbari-
ans without difcipline.

The genius of Catharine required a nation fo
new, malleable, and of which fhe might fay as the
ftatuary in La Fontaine fays to his block of ‘mar-
ble; ¢ Shall I make of it a god, or a table ;”” Of the
Ruffian fhe could not make a god, but fhe might
have made a man; her greateft crime is the not
having placed her glory in doing this*. By fubmit-

* Caﬂmint', the difciple and idol of our philof;»yhers, the legiflatrefs of the
gorth, Kas rivited the chains of the unbappy Ruffians, By what fatality is it that

fhe, who ia her youth was not afraid to have the queftion difruffed, WieRher &
would aor be proper to smancipate the peafants; fhould Gnifh by reducing o G-
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ting to the reign of Catharine and twelve favdrites,
. Ruffla proved itfelf the moft debafed of nations.

"« Peter 1. having employed a monk to tranflate
Puffendorf’s Political Hiftory of Europe into Ruf-
fian, the monk, from a fentiment of mean and
falfe delicacy, - foftened all the expreffions he
found relating to flavery and Ruffia ; he even took
the liberty to omit the chapter treating of the
national charafter of the Mufcovites altogether.
Peter, turning over the book, prefently difcovered
it, gave the monk a fevere reprimand, and ordered
him immediately to correét the whole of the tran-
flation, and render it perfettly faithful. This no-
ble franknefs demands our efteem: but what will
the reader fay, when he is informed, that under the
reign of Catharine, a new tranflation of Puffen-
dorf appeared, with all thofe omiffions which the
monk had formerly made?

Ruffia, brave, powerful, amiable, and hofpita. .
ble nation! where 1 found friends and protetors,
forgive the franknefs of a ftranger, who ventures to
depict you as you appeared to him; and who if he
had been fpeaking of his own countrymen, could

lar flavery thofe provinces which had retained fome franchifes? Wiafemsky,
whom Momonof punningly called Volterre (the land ftealer), with a fingle
ftroke of the pen reduced the Coffacs, Tartars, and Fins to the ftate of flaves, in
order to augment the capitation; potwithftanding Catharine had acknowledged.
and guaranteed their rights! This Wiaferafky, whofe knavery was equal to the
frupidity of bis fucceflor, was attorncy-gencral and treafurer of the empire; and
according to the Ruffian exprefiion, was the fovereign’s eye. Count Panin, fpeak-
jng of him, faid to Catharine; You have a purblind eye there: to which fhe an-
fwered: ¢ For that reafon I will havethe fenare goey w2*
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not always have fpoken to them with- pmife. In
painting your good qualities, I have difplayed your
"heart; in painting your vices, I have fhewn only
the marks of your chains. May freedom--eﬂ"acc
them at fome future day! . , .

I e

Y]
-



CHAP. VIIL

RELIGION.
The Greek church.....Priefls....Feftivalsa...Fatts....Images.

IT has often been made matter of reproach to re-
ligion, that her moft zealous defenders are not al-
ways the beft of men in their own charaéters—It is
to be lamented that Ruffia in particular affords
matter to fupport this farcafm. There, 2 moft il-
leterate or moft degenerate fet, under the name
of chriftians, relies on abftrat points of do¢trine
inftead of morals, miracles inftead of reafon, the
performance of ceremonies inftead of the praétice
of virtue, and purchafing expiation for crimes in-
' ftead of repentance or punithment. There, the
devotee is afluredly aknave, and the hypocrite a
villain. 1 have already afferted, that the princi-
pal caufe of the vices of the people is the immorali-
ty of their religion; and he who confiders, that’
in the Ruflian Greek church there are neither fer-
mons, nor exhortations, nor catechifm, will at
once fee the reitude of my opinion. A fort of
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auricular confeflion, but very different from that
of the catholics, is the only aét which reminds the
Rullian of a few of his duties; butall the confeffor
enjoins him confifts in fafting, repetition of lll:ames,l
and making the fign of the crofs. The archbifhop
or metropolitan, indeed fometimes preaches a fer-
mon in the chapel belonging to the palace; but
this fermon ufed to be nothing more than an orati-
on to flatter Catharine, who heard it with downcaft
eyes, and kiflfed her hand to the preacher by way
of acknowledgment. It is true, likewife, that
Plato, archbifhop of Mofco, who is really a man
of merit, has compofed fome very fenfible and elo-
quent homilies; and that he has enjoined the pa-
rifh priefts to make fimilar ones, or at leaft to read
his on Sundays and feftivals. But thefe country
popes are not always capable even of doing the
latter; the reft are flill lefs equal to the former;
and they who are able are negligent. .

Befide the fifty-two Sundays in the year, the
Ruffians celebrate fixty-three feftivals, twenty-five
of which were dedlcated to Catharine and her fa-
mily*. At court thefe were days of T¢ Deum, or
rather Te Deam, pomp, balls, diftribution of fa-
vors, and feafting ; in the towns, of drunkennefs

* Five of thefe feftivals were exclufively in honor of Catharine: 1ft, her
birth-bay, the 21ft of April, old ftyle; 2dly, her acceffion to the throne, the 28th
of June; 3dly, her coronation, the 22d of September; 4thly, her inoculation for
the fmall-pox, the 21ft of November; and sthly, her name-day, the 24th of the
Jame month, For thefe folemn days each of her generals were anxious to fend
her the news of fome important vitory, which fhe preferred to any other homage.
It was neceflary for the enemies of the Ruffians to be particularly on their guard
fome days preceding thefc feftivals, for they were fure ta be ataced.



244 - SEcRET MEMOIRS OF THE

and diforder. In the country they might have
been days of reft for the wretched ; but if their
mafters did not fend them to their ufual tafks after
mafs, they dedicated thofe moments to the hafty
gathering in of their own harveft ; in this refpeét,
however, thefeftivals were a benefit to them.

The moft defpicable and moft defpifed of all
perfons in Ruffia are the priefts. Many of them
cannhot ‘even read; yet they are more defpicable for
their drunkennefs and intemperance than for their
grofs ignorance. - There are feminaries for their
tuition, -indeéd; but it is not always neceffary for
a man to have been educated in them, in order to
become a prieft. A father bequeaths to his fon his .
living, his church, and"his flock ; for this he wants
nothing but the confent of his lord, who eafily ob-’
tains that of the bithop. * If the fon be able, as his
father was was before him, to read a little in the
Sclavonian language, fay mafs, and chaunt vefpers,
he is mafter of his trade, and follows it. He often
gets drunk, and fights with his parifhioners; who
notwitftanding kifs his hand, and afk his blefling,
after théy have given him a drubbing*. It is not
uncommon in the fireets of Mofco and Peterfburg,
to meet drunken priefts and monks, reeling along,
fwearing, finging, and infulting the paflengers,
male and female. One of the chief caufes of the
vices and ignorance of thefe Ruffian priefts, how-

* On certain days in the year thefe popes make the tour of their parithes,
demanding from hut to hut eggs, butter, flax, fowls, &c. On their return you
might fée them either lying dead diunk on the bottom of their cart among their
Lores, or merrily finging as they drove it along.
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ever, is to be afcribed to the prohibition they are
under to read any book except their breviary, to
employ themfelves in any eccupation, to-do dny
work, or to play on any infirument of mufic.

The indecency with which thefe priefts officia:
ate, render the ceremonies extremely ridiculous,
which would be much lefs fo in themf{elves*.

‘Many lords have private chaplains in their own
houfes, to fay mafs: but they commonly live with
the footmen, and are not admitted to their maftes’s
table. The condition of thefe priefts, however,
is freet. .

The fuperior clergy are more refpetable, and
certainly much more refpeéted. Nothing can be
more pompous than a folemn mafs celebrated by
an archbithop, who is arrayed in his robes by his

® A Ruffiani gederal, having a child of one of his ‘domefics baptized in bjs
antichamber, condued thither the company who had dined with him to amufe
them with the fight. The prieft having officiated with an eafe and dignity which
were not expeéted, the general applauded his performance by clapping, and crying
"6 Bravo| Bravo! Bravo !’ Thefe Ruffian baptiims by immerfion are always ex-
tremely indelicate when the perfon is a Turk or a Calmuck of five and twenty.
Their marriages, too, have many ridiculous ceremonies. 1 faw a lady, at the
mariage of her waiting woman in her own private chapel, fmartly fcold her chap-
lain for not knowing thefe ceremonics, and take the dire®ion and ordering of
them upon herfelf. The bride on this occafion was an Englifh woman, and a
clergyman of her own nation gave her away. His grave deportment formed &
fingular contraft to that of the officiating pope.

+ During the war with Sweden, as therc was a prefling want of men, feve-
ral thoufands of pricfts’ fons were notwithftanding taken away, and fome bat-
talions of artillery formed of them. Several of tkem had already commenced their
facerdotal functions; yet they were dragged, like flaves, from their altars and
their wives, to go and lean the management of great guns in general Meliffino’s
camp.
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clergy in.the midft of the temple,. as the grand
prieft. formerly .when facrificing in_the temple of
the goda¥. .- Plato and Gabriel, archbifhops of
Mofco and Peterfburg, are men venerable for their
charafter, and condu@, and particularly for the
pains._they have. taken to reform the manners of
their brethren. .M. Samburfky, chaplain to the
grand-dukes, isa man who does honour to his cloth
and country. He is the only Ruflian prieft to be
feen without a beard. When he was in London,
he obtained permiffion, though with difficulty, to
fhave himfelf ;. and he has had the courage to per.
fevere in the pradtice fince his return. Bat.if he
left his beard in England, he brought thence tafte
and knowledge, from which his country may reap
advantage. He applies himfelf to the improvement
of agriculture in the environs of T zarfko-felo, where
he has cleared defertsand drained marfhes, to form
fertile fields or Englifh gardenst. This is the only

* M. D’Artals, during his ftay at Pctérfburg, happened to be at fuch # cere-
mony, when Catharine fent an officer to him with the news that Dumourier had
been defeated at Nerwinden. The Ruffians imagined that it was his devotion to
their St, Alexander which had procured him fuch a happy meffage, and the prince
was willing to pay the archbithop a compliment on the occafion; but he very uns
politely anfwered that he prayed only prayed for true believers. Perhaps the reader
will be furprifed to hear that Catharine, who fo much ridiculed the confecrated
fword which the pope fent to the Auftrian general Daun, herfelf ordered a fwerd
to receive the benedicion of the metropolitan of St. Alexander Nefsky, to make a
prefent of it to M. D’Artois. Its hilt was of gold, ornamented with briliants, and
on the guard were thefe words : ¢ God and the king :*” it has not performed more
miracles, however, than marfhal Daun’s.

4 Thofe of the grand-duke Alexander, of which he formed the plan, and wa,
‘ not unfrequently its executor, were founded on a very ingenious thought. Catha.
rine had written a tale for her grand.children, intitled, The Tzarovich Chlore.
The little Chlore undertakes a journey, to reach the top of a mountain, where
blows a rofe without a thorn, and gathers it after a thoufand dangers and a thoufand
toils, M. Samburfky has exhibited all the (cenes and adventures of this tale in
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venigeance he takes on his more bigoted brethten,
for their contempt of one whom they cohfider as
a heretic. He has obtained another difpenfation
equally extraordinary. ~His wife being dedd, he is
permitted to continue in the exercife of his clerical
funétions as a widower, which is contrary-to the
rules of the Greek hierarchy. According to thefe,
a man cannot a& as a parith ‘prieft without being
miarried: and a prief can marry but once, if ‘he
lofe his wife he muft fhut-himfelf up in a'convent.
For this reafon the wives of the priefts are the

moft tenderly treated and' the happxeit women in
Ru[ﬁa.

Is it to ignorance, one of the chara&eriftics of
the Ruffian clergy, that we are to 1dok for the catifes
‘of the happy exception their church offers in the
annals of chriftianity ? Their difputes and miftaken
‘zeal have not, as elfewhere, octafioned wars, miaf-
facres, and perfecutions. If we except the violent
aéts of Peter L. to reform their béards and loog
garments; and thofe of Nicon, to eftablith his new
liturgy ; the Ruffian hiftory exhibits none of thofe
religious contefts which have deluged the earth.
‘'with blood. Archbifhop Nicon was no doubt right
in endeavouring to render the form of worthip
more pure and fimple; but he was wrong in ex-

the ficld of nature. The centre of the garden is a mountain, on the fummit of
which ftands the temple of the rofe without, thorns, and the path that leads to it
"prefents all the infru&tive allegories which Catharine had invented for the young
.Princes. An adopted fon of the worthy Samburtky has written a defcription of
thefe gardens in verfe, which the author of the piclent work has tranflated into
Freuch.
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horting the tzar Alexis to employ violence. They
who would not make the fign of the crofs with
three fingers, had their hand cut off; hence arofe
a fchifm. Thefe fcifmatics would not admit either
the tranflation of the facred books by Nicon, or
his new litanies; and even now they would rather

-lofe their hand, than not make the fign of the crofs
with two fingers, as a fymbol that the Holy Ghoft
proceeds from the Father alone. Thefe are called
by others raskolnikis*, but they ftyle themfelves
stardi-vertsi (old believers). They were prohibited
from celebrating worfhip in public, but they held
private meetings, and under prince Potemkin they
obtained permiffion to build thenfelves feveral
churches. His plan was, to gain the fupport of
this powerful and fanatic fe¢t at fome future period.
There are fome wealthy merchants and great lords
who are attached to it, and it is widely diffufed
among the peafants. However, the raskolnikis are
no longer perfecuted, and the Ruflians in general
difplay the greateft ingifference about the-faith of
others.

The common people obferve with the moft fcru-
pulous exa&nefs the four grand lents which are en-
joined them. Their fuperftition carries them fo
far, that they abftain even from their wives or their
fnuff-boxes. The confcience of a Ruffian would
not be fo much affefted by a theft or murder, from
which he might obtain abfolution, as by having
eaten meat, milk or an egg, during Lent. Lin-

# Schifmatics,
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feed oil, fith, herbs, roots, and muthrooms, ife then
hisfolenoutithment ;and fuch abftinence for fix weeks
reduces him to a fkeleton. Therich have fumptu.
ous tables, well provided with filh and exquifite
fruits; and on fome of them even fleth is ferved for
firangers of the fick: ‘but I have feen a devotee re-
fufe to touchhis fith-foup, becaule he was helped
with a fpoon that had been in foup-grafs. Thefé
rigid' fafts made fome one fay, that the Ruffians
knew not how to'take heaven. bt B’y famin'e' '

~ Evety Ruffian, befide the confecrated amulet
he wears.about. his neck, which he receives at h'b
baptifm, and which he never after lays afide, coms
monly carries in his pocket a figure of St. Nichbdlas,
or fome other patron faint, ftamped on copper. This
he carries with him everywhere as devoutly asEneas
did his lares and penates. It is frequently the only
thing that a peafant, or a foldier on his march, has
about him; nothing can be more common than to
fee him occafionally take This figuré out of his.
pocket, fpit upon it, and rub it with his hand te
clean it; then place it oppofite to him, and on a
fudden profirate himfelf, making the fign. of .the
crofs a thoufand times, fetch a thoufand fighs, and
recite his *forty gospodi pomiloi! ¢ Lord have mercy
s upon me!” Having finithed his prayer, he
fhuts his box, and returns the ﬁgure into his
pocket

% Ths number of forty has fomething facred in it among the Ruﬂ'iar; clergy. ’

Kk



250 Sgcrer MEMOIRS OF THE

A Ruffian nébleman is a little more ceremoni:
ous. He ilfo has an image attending him on his
journies, but this is drefled in ‘gold or filver; and
when he arrives'at a place where he means to
fiop, the firft bufinefs of his fervant is to take the
image from its cafe, arid place it in his mafter’s
room, "before which he unmednatcly px‘oﬁrates hxm-
felf »

lknew a Ruffidn princefs who had always a
large filver crucifix following her in a feparate
carriage, and which fhe ufually placed in her bed-
chamber.” - When anything fortunate had hap-
petied to her in the courfe of the day, and the was
fatisfied with her admirers, fhe had lighted candles
placed about the crucifix, and faid to it, in a fami-
liar ftyle: ¢ See, now, as you have been very good

. to-day, you fhall be treated well ; you fhall have
*¢ candles all night ; I will love you, I will pray
¢ to you.” " If, on the contrary, anything occur-
red to vex this lady, the had the candles put out,

~ forbad her fervants to pay any homage to the
poor image, and loaded it with reproaches and re-
vilings.

Even Catharine affeted to have a great devo-
tion towards images. She was frequently feen to
proftrate herfelf before the door of her chapel,
take up the duft from the ground, and fcatter it
over the diamond crown on her head. Once ap
image of the virgin, covered with diamonds, of
which the emprefs Flizabeth had made her a pre-
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fent at her confirmation, and which fhe had placed
in this chape], -was ftolen away. All the officers
of the police. were fet.in mation to.difcover the
perpetrator of. fo daring -a theft, but in: vain.
<« Ah!” faid Catharine, * it.is.not the lofs of the
¢ diamonds, but of the holy image, I-regret::k:
<« would give double its value to recoverit.” . .Her
prayers were heard ; after great fearch had been’
made, and feveral perfons had been imprifoned,
the image was found in the courfe of a few days,
firipped of all its valuable ornaments, in the fnow
near the admiralty. Cathatine, delighted at her
‘good fortune, rewarded him. who brought it, di-
rected the image to be arrayed more richly than

before, and xeplaced with great cercmony on her
altar.

. The girls of the town, too, in Ruffia, are very
devout. When they have a vifitor, before they
grant him any favours, they always veil their

images, and extinguifh the: candles placed before
them.

I fhall not particularife all the fuperfitions
with which fuch a religion, if it deferves that name,
muft neceflarily infpire an ignorant and enflaved
people, It feems the prefent policy to thicken the
cloud of errors, which the genius of Peter, the hu-
manity of Elizabeth, and the philofophy of Catha-
rine fought in fome degree to attenuate*. While

* Pethaps it will be a matter of aftonifh ment to the reader, to perufe the fal-
Lywing article, tranflated from the imperial gazare of Pexerloung:
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we pity the flate of degradation under which a
great peaple crouches, we fhould do juftice to the
enlightened Ruffians, by whom it is Jamented: but
they are enchained by prejudices, as the giant
Gulliver by the Lilliputians; his bonds were weak
and imperceptible, as his enemies were minute,
but every one of his hairs was feparately faftened
to the ground, and he was unable to raife his
head. : '

¢ Peterfburg, 17 Deoember, 1708,

“lhugﬁseoﬁnwﬁnd st the convent of Sumorin, in the city-of Trotma,
“ mtheq:arebyofVologda, contajaing a corpfe in the habit of A monk. It had
“Been interred in 1308, yet was in a flate of perfect prefervation, as were alfo the
¢ garments.. Frouh the “etters embroidered on'thefe, it was found to be the body
% of the maft venerable Feodofe Sumorin, founder and fuperior of the convent, and
¢ who had been acknowledged as a faint during his llfe for the miracles he M
¢ performed.”

It is then ftated, that the dire&ing fynod had made a very humble report on this
eccafion to his imperial majefty ; after which follows the emperor’s ukafe.

¢ We Paul, &c. haviog been certified, by a fpecial report of the moft holy fynod,
¢ of the dlfcovery that has been made in the convent of Spaflo-Sumorin, of the
« miraculous remains of the moft venerable Feodofe ; which miraculous remains
¢¢ diftinguifh themfelves oy the happy cure of all thofe who have recourfe to them
¢ with entire confidenge; we take the difcovery of thefe holy remains as a vifible
« fign that the Lord has caft his moft gracious eye, in the moft diftinguithed
¢ manner, on our reign: For this reafon we offer our moft fervent prayers, and
¢ our gratitude, to the Supreme Difpenfer of all things, and charge our moft holy
¢ {ynod to ¢ this memorabledifcovery throughout all our empire, according
¢ to the forms prefcribed by the holy church, and by the holy fathers, &c. The
¢« 28th of September, 1798.”

Paul has enriched the Ruffian calendar with a few feftivals, in addition to thofe
already mentioned; among others, thofe of the difinterefted faint, and of the Ma-
donna of Kafan, which he has ordered to be kept holy. Every child, too, that he
has, gives rife to two new feftivals, his birth-day and his name-day: and Paul
bas nine childrep already |




CHAP. IX.

'ON FEMALE GQVERNMENT.

P

Its influence on the women of Ruffia... Their chara®er...immodefty....manners...
baths....talents...charms....The princefs Daghkof.

RUSSIA offers an example truly fingular in the
annals of hiftory. The fame century has feen five
or fix women reign* defpotically over an empire,
where the women were before flaves to the men
who were themfelves enflaved ; where Peter I. was
obliged to employ ¢ force to raife them out of this
barbarous ftate of debafement, and give them a
place in fociety ; where even now the code of flavery
does not allow them a foul j: or count them among

* Soplna, ﬁﬂer to Peter I. Catharine [. Anne I. the regent Anne, Ellzabeth
and Catharine I1.

4 Before Peter 1. women did not appear at court or in company, or even
at their hafban®’s tables. Peter iffued an ukafe dire@ing hufbands to let their
wives appear in public, very wifely de¢ming the fociety of women neceffary to
civilife the nation ; but he was often obliged to employ the officers of the police
to condu the ladies to the balls.

1 In the Ruffian language the word sovuL is employed to defignate male
flaves. Inftead of atking a man how much he has a year, the queftion is, how
many fouls be has ; and 2 man has frequently ten or twenty thoufand, without
reckoning thofe of the women or his own, which certainly fome may think leaft
deferyes to be taken into the accglnt.
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human creatures. The reigns of thefe females af-
ford a ftrong argument in favour of thofe nations,
who have never fuffered the fceptre to be placed
in hands that were formed for the diftaff; for it
would be difficult to find fix reigns more prolific
in wars, revolutions, crimes,. diforders, and cala-
mities of every kind. That the manners of the
court were foftened, I am ready to allow; but then
they were corrupted ; and wretchednefs increafed
in equal proportion with luxury and diforder.
Abufes of every kind, tyranny, and licentioufnefs,
became the very effence of government.

The old proverb, ¢ when women hold qle
« {ceptre, men guide it,” is falfe, or unmeaning.
When women reign, their lovers tyranize over the
people, and alliin power plunder them. But, with-
out entering into the political effets of petticoat
government, which may well be confidered as the
cxtreme of bafenefs or extravagance in mankind¥,
I fhall notice only the influence it ‘has had on fo-
ciety and the female fex in Ruffia,

. The exiftence of the Amazons appeared to me
no ionger a fabie, after I had feen the Ruflian wo-
men. Had the {ucceflion of emprefles continued,
we might perhaps have feen that nation of female

* From wlat cont:adi@inn have She offices of emprefs, and of qucen, which
erquire vigor ooth of mind and body, and knowledge or talents of every kind, been
to tvequenily given to women? An army of five hundréd thoufand men were at
the difpofal of Catharine, yet fhe would not entruft another woman with a fingle
company ! Shedircéted the politics of Eurepe, and gave it peace of War; though i
woman could not enioy the moft triflirg office’ in n‘ Is there not gre t inconfift
<2y ia this condudt. EEEETEETET A S -
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warriors: locally produced, and.in the fame elime
where they formerly .flourithed*®; Great erergy
is'ftill obfervable in the women of the Sclavonian
nations, which their hiftory furnifhes thany proofs.
That feminine aétivity, which love, tendernefs, and
domeftic cares abforb in other countriés, the wo- -
men .of. the north, who are born with ‘more cold
and robuft conftitutions, employ in fearch of fway
and “in political intrigue. They frequently expe-
rience a phyfical neceflity of infpiring love, but
their hearts feldom feel a want of returning it. -
Under the reign of Catharine the women af:
fumed a pre-eminence at-court, which they ‘carried
with' them into fociety ;and into'thelr own houfes;
The"princefs‘ Dafhkof, : that «Tomyris talking
« French,” mafculine.in lier taftes; her gait, and
her exploits, was ftill more fo in her titles ‘and
fun@®ions of director of the academy of fciences:
and president of the Ruflian academy. It is well
known that fhe long folicited Catharine to appoint
her colonel of the guards; a poft in which fhe
would undoubtedly have acquitted herfelf better
than moft of thofe by whom it was held. Catha-
rine, however, had .too much diftruft of one who
boafted that fhe had feated her on. the throne, to
confide fuch a place‘to her hands. - One more fe~

* It is fingular enough, that.in the fame countries which were faid to have
been inhabited by a focicty of women, who profcribed all men, a fociety of Za-
ponoovr Coflacs has fince dwelt,’ who would not fuffer a fingle woman among
them, recruiting their force folely by carrying away youths from the neighbour~
ing lands, ‘This barbarous republic was dettroyed by Potemkin, and they whe
compofed it diftributed in the different armics, or among theathet Calfaes. -+ -
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male reign, and we might have feen a woman ge-
neral of an-army, or minifter of flate.

Many Ruffian generals, who enjoyed fome re.
putation in foreign countries, were at that period
governed by their wives. Count V. Poufhkin, who
commanded in ‘Finland, durft not make a meve-
ment till Ke had difpatched a courier to his, to con-
fult her. - Count Ivan Soltikof was as inferior to
his wife in moral qualifications as in phyfical
firength, and the minifter at war trembled before
the wrath of his better half. The reader muft not
fuppofe that this fubmiflion, which became almoft
general, was that gallant and chivalrous deference
which has fometimes been paid to ladies: thofe
whom I have cited as examples were old, ugly and
ill-tempered; it was literally the fubmiffion of
weaknefs to ftrength, of cowardife to courage, of
imbecility to underftanding. All the fex feemed
to participate in the refpe@ and fear which were
paid to Catharine by her courtiers.

The.fame effeéts were frequently perceived at
a diftance from the court. The wives of feveral
colonels received the reports of the regiment, gave
orders to the officers, employed them in particular
fervices, difmiffed them, and fometimes appointed
them. Mrs. Mellin, coloness of the regiment of
Tobolfk, commanded it with a truly martial
haughtinefs, recelved the reports at her toilette,
and regulated the mounting guard at Narva, while
her good-natured hufband was employed elfewhere.
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On the Swedes attempting to furprife the place,
fhe came out of the tent in regimentals, and march-
ed againft the enemy at the head of a battalion.
Several women accompanied the army againft the
Turks. Potemkin’s feraglio was always compofed
of handfome Amazons, who delighted in vifiting
the fields of battle, and admiring the handfome
corpfes of the Turks, as they lay firetched on their
backs, their {cymetars in their hands, and with an
air of defiance ftill in their countenances, as the
Argant of Taflo appeared to the gentle Herminia*.

“The mafculinenefs of the women is ftill more,
ebfervable in the country. Something of this cha-
racter no doubt may be remarked.in all countries,
where the men are flaves: for here widows, er
"daughters come of age, are often obliged to take
on themfelves the government of their eftates, the
people of which are their wealth, and are confidered

.as their property, like fo many cattle. In this
cafe they are engaged in bufinefles by no means
fuitable to their fex. To buy, fell, and exchange
flaves, aflign them their tatks, and order them to
_be ftripped and flogged in their prefence, would be
as repugnant to the feelings as to the modefty of
a woman in a country where men are not degraded
to the level of domeftic animals, and treated with

“® After the affault of Otciiakof, heaps of dead bodies were piled up on the
Liman, then frozen over, and remained there till the thaw, Round thefe pyra-
mids the Ruffian ludics ufed to take the air in their fledges, to make their obfer-
vations.

I 4 I
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the fame indifference*; but thefe are.offices which
the Ruflian svomen are often obliged to-perform,
and . ‘not.unfrequently they perform them with
pleafure. .

The habit of treating men thus, and that which
both. fexes have in mixing together in the public
baths, deaden, at a very early age, that modefty
which is natural to women, and I have feen fome
as bold as the moft impudent ment.

This effrontery in fome Ruflian women muft
not-.be afcribed to libertinifm, or grofs licentiouf-
nef.  They live from. their childhood in the great-
eft familiarity with a: herd of their flaves: a thou.
fand private and even fecret fervices are performed
fci them by male flaves, whom they fcarcely confi-
der as men. . Their domeftic manners afford them
daily opportunities of. fatisfying, and even antici- .
pating, their curiofity refpecting all the myfteries
of nature, and ftifling in the birth the irritability
of their nerves. Only an equal can put them to the
blufh; to them a flave is not a being of the, fame

fpecies. . L,

* A French woman from St. Domingo informed me, that feveral Creolian
ladies were not more fcrupulous than thofe of Ruffia,  Same of them go' them-
fel ;es on board the flave thips, to fele& and purchafe flaves, who are exhibited to
them quite naked. A well made negro of twenty-five is calied ¢ un négre toutes
¢¢ picces,” a negro at all points.”

+ Being once at the houfe of a lady in the country, fhe was defirous of amuf-
ng herfelf with fithing. She fent for nets, and ordered fome of her fervants to
ftrip and go into the water. They immediately ftripped themfelves in the pre-
fence of their mifirefs, xad fhe gave them dire@ions in their fithing with all the
unconcern imaginable,
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I have alréady mentioned the.revolting man-
ner in which men are treated in Ruffia; :A man’s
fenfibility muft be deadened, and his heart already
hardened by [peCtacles of cruelty, for him to-be-
‘hold for a fingle moment, without indignation and
horror, the punitfhments fometimes infli¢ted: on
flaves. But, it muft be confefled, it is ftill more re-
volting, to fee women prefent, and even prefiding
at them, or fometimes infliGting the punifhments
themfelves. 1 have been attables, where, for fome
trifling fault, the mafter has coolly ordered a foot-
man a hundred blows with a ftick, as a mere matter
of courfe; and he has been immediately conducted
into the court, or into the anti-chamber only, in
prefence of the ladies married and unfimarried, ‘who
continued to eat and laugh while they heard the
cries of the poor fellow being cudgelled®.

.

I am not the firft perfon by whom it ‘has been
obferved, that in Ruflia the women are ufually

* The little refleion with which a man is ordered to be baftinadoed pro-
8uced a ftrange blunder a few years ago. Count Bruce, governcr generhl of Peterf-
burg, had a flave for his cook, who ran away. At coust he faw Kleicf, the mafier
of the police, and gave him orders to make the neceffary fearch in order to recover
his cook. This was done, but-in vain, Juf at this period a-French cook arrived
from Warfaw, who was come to feck employment in Ruffia, and had been re-
commended to Kleief by one of his friends in Poland. Klcief, thinking to pro~
vide the man a place at once, fent him immediately to Bruce, telling the Freach-
man, that he need only fay he came from him. Accordingly count Bruce was in-
formed by his fervant, that a cook was come, fent by the mafter of the police.
¢ 0y faid he, # my fellow is come, is he? Let him have two hundeed fripes
¢ jmmediately, and then condué him to the kitchen.”” The fervants of the go-
vernor immediately {cized the poor devil, and conduéted him to the riding houfe,
‘Thicre, in fpite of his cries and proteftations, he received the punifhment ordeyed.
His furprifc and terror may cafily be conceived, He was left half dead, and
fcaicely able to craw! to the ambaflador to whom hc made his complaiat.
Bruce, informed of Lis miftake, hufued wp the affair Tor a few anded vives.

which he gave the unlucky French cnok,
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more {piteful, more cruel and more barbarous than
the men; and it is becaufe they are ftill much
more ignorant and more fuperftitious.  They
fcarcely ever travel, aré taught very little, and do
nothing. Surrounded by flaves, to gratify or pre-
vent their withes, the Ruffian ladies fpend their time
lounging on a fofa, or at a card table. They
are very feldom feen with a book in their hands,
ftill feldomer with any kind of work, or attending
to their domeftic affairs. They, who have not been
humanifed by a foreign education, are fill aétually
barbarians. Among them you may find fuch wo-
men as Juvenal defcribes, where he mentions one,
who, fpeaking to a perfon that entreated her to
fpare a flave fhe was ordering to be punifhed, and
conjured her to take pity on the man, anfwered:
«¢ Blockhead! is a flave a man?” and another, that
faid to fome friends, who appeared frightened at
fome fcreams they heard while the was fhewing
them her jewels and trinkets, *“ It is nothing at
< all, it is only a man I have ordered to be flog-
« ged.”

If there were fuch women at Rome, what may
be expected at Peterfburg and Mofco? Some hor-
rible inftances might be mentioned, were they not
too indelicate and too dreadful to detail—they are
fphinxes alfo, and proceeded from montters in their
kind; nor ought they even to be alluded to, but to
fhew how far the ferocioufnefs of a woman can carry
her, when fhe feems authorifed by the cuftoms of
the country. Ought we to be furprifkd, if bad go-
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vernments pervert the hearts of ‘men, when they
transform the gentler and more fufceptible fex into
raging beafts? One who bears the title of princefs,
though fhe deferves not that of woman, by name
K......ky, exhibits a piture of crimes, rage,; and
turpitude, at which the reader would fhudder.

The outrages which fhe perpetrated on hep
flaves at Mofco, obliged the brother of this Tifia
phone to fend her to Peterfburg, to fave her from.
the vengeance of the people. He was at length
compelled to forbid her to employ her own flaves as
dometftics, and fhe was fain to hire free perfons, who
never ftaid more than a day with her; and at length
the was attended wholly by foldiers, who were fent
to her houfe for the purpofe. .

+ This monfter of cruelty is forty years of age, im-
menfely tall, and of huge ftature, refembling one
of thofe fphinxes found .among the gigantic mo-
numents of Egypt. She is ftill living.

I knew another lady of the court, who had in
her bed chamber a fort of dark cage, in which fhe
kept a flave, who drefled her hair. She took him
out herfelf every day, as you would take a comb
_out of its cafe, in order to drefs her head, and im-
mediately fhut him up again, though feldom with-
out having his ears boxed while fhe was at her toi-
lette. The poor fellow had a bit of bread, a pitchér
of water, a little ftool, and a chamberpot in his box.
He never faw day-light but while e was dvefhing,
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the perriwig on the bald pate of his old keeper.
This portable prifon was kept clofe at her bed’s
head, and carried with her into the country. And
her hufband permitted” this abomination! How
could he fleep undifturbed by the fighs of the poor
wretch, lying thus fhut up by his fide? He fpent
three whole years in this gehenna; and when he
made his re-appearance he was frightful to look at,
pale, bent; and withered like an old man. The
chief motive of this ftrange barbarity was the wifh
of the old baggage to conceal from the world that
fhe wore falfe hair; and for this fhe fequeftered a
man of eighteen from all human fociety, that he
might renovate in fecret her faded charms. The
fafting and ill treatment which fhe made him en-
dure befides, were to punifh him for having at-
tempted to efcape, and becaufe, in fpite of all his
art and care, fhe grew every day more old and ugly.

Still I muft repeat, I do not mention thefg in-
famous adts, not more incredible than they are true,
as general and charateriftic of the Ruflian ladies:
they are the crimes of individuals; btut thefe crimes
could not have been committed, except in Ruffia.
In any other country, the relations, the friends,
the acquaintances of the furies by whom they were
perpetrated, would not have looked upon them as
fingularities of their humour; and the relations of
the young man would have had a right to prefer
a complaint 2gainft his miftrefs, and to- demand
Jjuftice®,

* During the reign of Elizaberh, a grandosotaes of thefcfuties had dheeady k-
tingutfhed herfelf by nilir attvedives, andler velations were SoligLd tocontine es.
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It was not at the court and in domeftic affairs
only,that the women affumed a fu periority over the-
men. Nowhere did fo many women arrogate to
themfelves the right of making the firft advances,
and being the aétive party, in affairs of love. The
example of Catharine was but too well calculated
to give them thofe bold and mafculine taftes and-
manners. ' '

Almoft all the ladies of the court kept men with
the title and office of favourites: I do not fay lovers,
for that would imply fentiment; while theirs was
merely grofs defire, or frequently a wifh to follow
the fathion. This tafte was become as common as
eating and drinking, or dancing and mufic. Ten-
der intrigues were unknown, and ftrong paffions
ftill more rare*. Debauchery and ambition had
banifhed love. Marriage was merely an aflocia-
tion, in which convenience alone was confidered:
it was fortunate if friendthip fometimes came un-
fought, to lighten the chains which the intereft of
parents, or vanity alone, had formed.

#* The young princefs Shakofsky, who was married to count Aremberg, lately
fumithed a very tragical exception. At the period of the revelution in Brabamt,
in which her hufband took an aétive part, Catharine ordered her to leave the fe-
ditious count, and return to Ruffia, under pain of contifcation of all her property.
She returncd under the care of her old mother, and Cutharire declared hc‘r mai-
riage null.  One of her coufins ran away with her to Mofco, to marry her there,
that he might the more cafily obtain a difpenfation afierwards. Howeves, he pof-
feiled not the heart of his young wife, or at leaft did not occupy it entirely. She
loved an officer in the guaids, of the name of Kamafofsiky. The jealoufy of her
hufband having traced her rendezvous, and complained of them, lie princefs poi-
hed herfelf, and died in dreadful convulfions, Her hufband, a .21 of 4 melan-
choly caft, loft his reafon for a time, and his har.pin{s for ever.

.
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The difcovery of a fociety, called the Club of
Natural Philofophers, made a few years ago at
Mofco, completely proves the depravity of taftes
and manners under the reign of Catharine. This
was a kind of order furpaffing in turpitude every
ithing related of the moft immodeft jnftitutions and
myfteries. The men and women, who were ini-
tiated, affembled on certain days, to indulge pro-
mifcuoufly in the moft infamous debaucheries.
Hufbands introduced their wives into this fociety ;
and brothers, their fiters. The novices were not
admitted, till they had been examined, and gone
through their probations; the women being ad-
mitted by the meur; the men by the women. Afe
ter a fumptuous feaft the company were paired by
lot. When the French revolution took place, the
Ruffian police was dire&ed to examine and diffolve
all kinds of orders and affemblies; and on this oc-
cafion the Club of Natural Philofophers was exa-
mined, and its members were obliged to difclofe
its myfteries. As the members of both fexes be-
longed to the moft wealthy and powerful families,
and their affemblics had nothing to do with poli-
tics, nothing more was done than to fhut up and
prohibit their fcandalous lodge.

Many accounts of the Ruffian baths have been
given; but, as they have a great influence on the
charaéter and manners of the women of the lower
clafs in particular, it may not be amifs to fpeak of
them here with this view. At my arrival in Rufiia,
one of my firkt objets was to examine them. I
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figured in my mind the voluptuous baths of Diana
and thought of nbthing lefs than furprifing the
nymphs like another Acteon. Accordingly one
day 1 defcended the banks of the Neva with a
friend, towards a public bath; but I had no oe-
cafion to go far, before I was convinced that the
Ruffian belles were accuftomed to expofe their:
charms to the eye of the paffenger. A party
of women of all ages, tempted by the heat of the
month of June, had not thought it neceflary to
go fo far a5 the precin&s of the baths. They had
ftripped themfelves, and were {wimming and {port.
ing near the banks of the river. This {peQacle,
to which I- was not accuftomed, made the moft
lively impreffion on me; and I ftopped, and leaned
over the quay, without my prefence proving any
interruption to the fports of the bathers.

- I have fince been feveral times in the baths,
and I have feen fimilar fights on the banks of the
iflands of the Neva*. but, after what I have faid,
more ample accounts are unneceflfary. It is true,
there exifts an ukafe of Catharine, which enjoins
the conductors of the public baths in the cities to-
conftruét feparate baths for the two fexes; and not
to allow any men to enter into the women’s bath,

* On ape of thefe occafions, an old woman feeing fame men of her acquain-
tance bathing a little ¥ way, off, fwam up to thew, and began a canfli@ with one
of them. The young mah not being a fwimmer, his antagonift had the advan-
tage, and feizing him by the bcm d, ducked him repeatedly, to the great amule-
miént of both parties, as wedl as the fpc&alors, who laughed heartily at the fcene.
Thié tranfalion took placc near 2 part of the flaore, Where perfons of A ages aed
fexcs were walking, and the ygung ladies in the n¢ighbovfing houies T ey -
f frgm their windows,

M m
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except the neceflfary attendants, or painters, and
phyficians, who come there to profecute their
fiudies. Accordingly an amateur affumes one or
ather of thefe titles to obtain admiflion. At Pe-
terfburg both fexes now have their fweating rooms’
and baths feparated by a partition ; but many dld
women ftill prefer mixing with the men; and. be.
fides, both men and women, after having taken
the hot bath, run out perfeétly naked to plunge
together into. the river that runs .behind it. In
the country, the baths are fill on the old footing;
that is to fay, perfons of all ages and both fexes
ufe them together, and a family confifting of a
father of forty, a mother of thirty-five, a fon of
twenty, and a daughter of fifteen, appear together
in a fiate of innocence, and mutually rub down
each other.

Thefe cuftoms, which appear to us fo thocking,
and which are {o to all people who wear clothes
and are no longer favage, are yet by no means the
effeét of corrupt hearts, and do not indicate liber.
tinifm. It is not even thefe baths, fo conducive
to the health of the Ruffians, that lead them into
debauchery. On the contrary, the habit of feeing
every thing unveiled continually, and from an
carly age, deadens the fenfes, and cools the imagi-
nation. A Ruffian youth will never feel his blood
boil, and his heart palpitate, at the idea of a ri-
fing bofom. He never fighs after fecret charms,
at'which he fcarcely dares to guefs ; for from his

infancy he has feem and examined every hwug.
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The Ruflian maiden will never haye her cheek’
overfpread with an involuntary blufh at an indifs
creet idea or curiofity, and her hufband will have
nothing new to thew or.to teach her, nor will mar..
riage have any novelty for her. Love is herea
firanger to thofe delicate and exquifite approaches
which conftitute its true charms, and to thofe pre-
ludes to pleafure more delightful than pleafure

itfelf. Where poignant fentiments do not enno-
~ ble  the happieft of human paflions, it becomes a

mere momentary . lmpul[‘e, too eafily gratxﬁed to.
be highly prized. :

The land of flavery is not that of the noble
paflions; it would be difficult to find in it the ma-
terials for a romance.. Yet the Ruffian is fenfible,
gay, fings and dances willingly, and the colleétion
of popular fongs bears witnefs, that he formerly
felt the infpiration of love. In thefe an exquifite
fenfibility and affe€ing melancholy frequently
appear, which intereft and delight the reader*.

What I have faid of the Ruffian ladies, among
whom there are fo many amiable and charmingt,
I fear, will tend to excite too unfavourable an

" # If a change of circumfances fhould take place, and I can renew my ac-
duaintange with fomic of the men of letters in Ruffia, l'ﬂnll fome day make
known a few pieces of this kind. ,

¢ Perhaps the unfortunate chance which gave me a clofe view of the moft
#oalignant and contemptible of the fex, has mixed fome gall with my ink in fpite
of myfelf, It muftbe confeffed, likewife, that the girls appear as referved and
odeft 26 the womien do impudént.” They are bom fufceptible of the moft pro-
found and gentle fentiménts; it is with difficulty, that examples and t\r.m\
corruption sengder them depraved.
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idea of them. Almoft all ofithem are naturally
witty, and by no means deftitute of grace; their
eyes, feet, and hands, are every thing that could
be wifhed ; and there is an eale in their manners,
a tafte in their drefs, and charm in their conver.
fation, which are peculiarly agreeable.

Thefe fprightly and amiable Ruffian ladies have
tafte for the arts. They laugh at the reprefenta-
tion of a good comedy, ‘readily perceive a fatirical
froke, perfectly underftand an equivoque, and
applaud a brilliant line: but traits of fentiment
appear loft on them, and 1 never faw one weepat
a tragedy.

The domeftic virtues, and that fpirit of order
and economy fo neceflary to a moderate fortune,
are rarely to be found among the Ruffian women.
They would rather be the delight of fociety, than
fuperintend their family affairs; and are more
caleulated to give pleafure to many, than to con-
fer happinefs on one. But all the charms that
luxury fets off, all the enchanting talents that
eafe of circumftances affords opportunity of cul-
tivating, commonly heighten the beauty of the .
young Ruflians. They particularly excel in {peak-
ing foreign languages, and there are feveral who
fpeak three or four in equal perfection*.

* A Livonian lady, who has reccived a tolerzbie education, fpeaks Germas
which is ker native language; Ruffan, with which fhe cannot difpenfe; and
Fiench, which is the language of fathion: to th.cfe feveral add Italian, on account
of mufic; aud feme, Englifh, They fpeak, befides, the Livonian, or the Eftho-
A1i0, whch aie the pecuiiar and original languages of. thtir provinces. The Liw
vemjan women, b wever, we of a dffereat Chaaiex (rom tiae Rudars.
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Thofe who have had a good education, whoti
the manners of their families, and the care of &
prudent governefs, or refpetable mother, have
formed to the graces, without moulding to vice;
thofe in particular, whom reading, or fome travel-
ing, bas improved ; deferve one of the firft pacés
among the amiable women of Europe*.- But thefe
are flowers thinly fown, and blooming in fecret.
Superftition, envy, and calumny rage againft them;
and if they cannot fupport the torture inflicted on
them by the converfation of the goffips of the
place, they are obliged to form a circle of felect
females, ard efpecially foreignerst{, which re-
doubles the hatred and perfecution raifed againft
them.

It will not be amifs to finith this delineation of
the Ruflian women with fome particulars of the
princefs Dathkof, who of- all the women of Ruffia
next to Catharine, has been moft the fubjeét of

"converfation, and whofe portrait would form a
proper companion for that of Potemkin, were it
dmwn‘ by the hand of the fame mafterf. 1 will

* T could eafily mention fome of thefe refpe@able women, as [ have ﬂae
defpicable: bur I fhall not be blamed for fparing the modefty of thofe, more than
theimpudence of thefe.

4+ M. Kapief has written a tolerable comedy, in which he has endeavoured
to difplay the ridiculoufnefsof thefe goffips. The gaicty and matk of Thalia her~
“felf werke requifite, to render what is moft ftupid and infipid in life entertaining ;
but he dared not copy the originals with fidelity.

1 It may be found in a book intitled Vie de Catharine II. The author or
compiler of this hiftory, however, has been lcd into miftakes refpe&ing a number
of fafts and perfons. The princefs Dathkof was already in difgrace. and had left
Peteriburg, when he fpeaks of heras flill there; and the outlines of the A
are as falfe as they are imprebabls.
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neither refute nor repeat what has been faid a huns
dred times in print of this virago, the real heroine
of the revolution of 1762. For fome years the
friendfhip between her and her royal miftrefs had
fingularly altered, and the following is the true
caufe of the laft quarrel, which was never made

up.

In hopes of gaining a few rubles, in 1794, the
. princefs direéted a pofthumous tragedy of Kniai-
genin* to be printed at the expenfe of the acade-
my. At any other period no notice would have
been taken of this piece, the merit of which was
trifling. But from the time of the French revolu-
tion, and particularly after the death of Potem:
kin, Catharine had become fearful and fufpicious.
This tragedy was mentioned to her as a fufpicious
piece. It was prohibited; all the copies .were
feized, and fearch aGually made for thofe that
had been already fold.” As the work had been
printed by the exprefs orders of Mys. Prefident
- Dathkof}, fthe was fent for by the emprefs. ‘¢ Good
“ God, what havel dene to you, that you fhould
¢ print fuch an infamous and dangerous worké”
faid Catharine, with great emotion:. < if it be fo
¢ great a crime to reign, was it not you who
¢ made me guilty of it?” The princefs, furprifed
at this pointed attack, faid in excufe, that fhe

#* A Ruffian author of confiderable repute.

4+ The reader will pardon tme this folecifm, which is employed in the Ruf»
fian. She was appointed by an ukafe prefident and direftor, in the mufculing
gender, and fhe was addrefled by the tite of madame le prefident,
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had no ill defign, and had not even read the
piece, having relied on the cenfor. To this Ca-
tharine fharply replied, that in fuch critical times
people thould rely on no perfon, but do their dugy
themfelves, Madam Dathkof, mortified at- this
reprimand, procured her nephew, Bakunin, to be
vice:prefident, to fupply her place, and afked per-
miffion to retire to Mofco, which was granted her.

. The cenfor was punithed; and it was happy for
the author that he was dead*.

The princefs had long rendered herfelf odious
and contemptible by her fordid avarice. This cele-
brated confpirator, who boafted of having given
away a crown, fent to all the officers or agides-des
camp-of her acquaintance, to beg old epaulettes
and old lace. To untwift and fell thefe was be»
come her chief emyloyment; and perfons, who
were interefted in obtaining her favour, began by
fending her old gold or filver lace. .She made no

fires in winter in the apartments of the academy, -

and yet expected that the academicians fhould re-
gularly attend the meetings. Many chofe rather
to expofe themfelves to her vulgar abufe, and lofe
their medals, than fhiver in an ice-houfe; but the

# The fcene of this piece, int_itkd Vadime, is laid at Novgorod the Great,
at thattime a republic, but opprefied by the princes of Molcovy, from whofe
yoke it was defirous of emancipating itfelf. This Vadime is the hero of the
ftory ; and the following paffages, which are all that I preferved, are, I believe,
the moft alarming in the work. Vadime, confpiring to reflore liberty to his
countsy, fays: .

«A king unites the weakneffes of a man with the powex of 2 Godd

¢ To wear a crown is fufficignt foon to Tender a man cortugt 2 Wikl

.-‘“
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princefs never failed to” be there, muffled up in-
rich furs; and it was a fingular fpe@acle to fee’
this lady only, feated in the midft of bearded
popes and Ruflian. profeflors, trembling and fub.

" miffive before her; for fhe treated thefe academi- '
cians with a haughtinefs and even brutality worthy
of Peter I. She took men of letters for foldiers,
and the fciences for flaves.

Her adventure with. Gregory Razomofsky made
all Peterfburg laugh, and render her contemptible
in the eyes of every man of fenfe. She had fent
him an academician’s diploma unfolicited, Soqme:
time after fhe difpatched to him a bale of Ruffian
books, to the value of about 600 rubles (6ol.).
Razomofsky declined them, faying that he had.
the origanals of thefe Ruffian tranflations already.
in his library*, The princefs replied, that fhe
had created him an academican only on condition
of his purchafing thefe books; and in confequence
Razomofsky returned his diploma. The princefs
withed to perfuade the world, that he was not in
his fenfes ; but the ridicule fell upon herfelf. Thus
fhe proftituted her academy: as to herfelf, fhe had
done that long beforet. :

* When I began to underftanda little of the Ruffian language, I wifhed to
read fome of their original works: but I was aftonifhed to find, that what were
given me for fuch was frequently a tranflation of fome well known work, but
which was never mentioned in the title page, '

+ One day having loft thirty rubles at cardsto S—, fhe fent him the next
morning thirty of the acadeiny’s almanacs by way of payment. I fpeak here
only of her ridiculous meammefs: the turpitude of het manners would caeey me

%o far, :
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What rendered her completely ridiculous, both
at court and in the city, was her lawfuit with Alex-

ander Narithkin, who had an eftate near hers. . .

One day Narifhkin’s pigs got into the grounds of
the princefs, and devoured fome of her cabbages.
" The heroine ordered them all to be maffacred.
Narithkin, feeing her at court, faid, ¢ There fhe
«s is, ftill red with the blood of—* my pigs.”

Such was this -eelebrated woman, who prided
herfelf on the fthare which fhe had in the revolu-
. tion of 1762, who went to fitycuffs with her land-
lady in Holland, who attempted to blow out the
brains of the poor abbé Chappe at Paris,. whom
German authors, on whom fhe never ‘beftowed a
farthing, treated in vain as a genius, and who at.
laft became a laughing- ﬁock to all Ruffia..

* This marked paulc brought to the hearu s mind Peter III and the ctima
fén face’ of the pnncqh was fipgulagly Tuited to-the expreflion wled, ¢ -

Nn



CHAP. X.

EDUCATION.

Anecdotes of the education of the grand-dukes—their governors agd yreccptx;n—
Education of the Ruffians in general—-Of the outfhiteli, or tutois, their in-
fluence—Of the young Ruffians— Proceedings of the prefent emperor unfriendly
to civilifation—The Gazettes—Radifchef—Fable of the owl and glow-

worme
)

CATHARINE compofed a plan of education
for her grandchildren¥, as fhe had alfo inftrutions
for the legiflation of her people. This plan, com-
piled from Locke and Roufleau, as the inftructions
had been from Montefquieu, Mably, and Beccaria,
does honour to the emprefs’s head; and had fhe
pofiefled no other merit than that of adopting the
ideas and maxims contained in it, this would not
have been fmall. Had this plan been followed,
Alexander and Conftantine Pavlovitch would cer-
tainly have been the beft educated princes in Eu-

# This has pever been printed, Catharine gave copics of it to tke chief
perfons employed in educating the princes, by which to regulate their mode of
euition. It was drawp wp i@ \bs fogw of infirudians, and addrefiod to count
Nigholas Soltikof.

-
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rope. But it hapbened to Catharine’s plan of
education, as it did to the inftrucions for her
code. The compiling of the laws ended, as has
been obferved, with being abandoned to the
management of a committee, which happlly never
affembled; and the education of the young princes
was entrufted to péople, fcarcely capable of reading
the plan, the letter of which they were to follow,
and the fpirit of which they were to ftudy*. The
only rule they appeared to comprehended was the.
following, probably becaufe it was negative. «¢ Thé’
« grand-dukes are to be taught neither poetry nor
s mufic; becaufe it would occupy too much of
¢ their time to attain excellence in either.” Thls
rule they took pains to extend to all thg fciencest.

" It was the _intention of Catharine, howevéi', that
her grandchildrcn fhould be inftru&ted in every
fcience capable of enlightening their reafon or

* In the badneG of her choice here Catharing refembled Peter I That illjpfe
trious inftruor of his people was a very bad one for his only fon. After having
allowed him to fpend his infancy with monks, priefts, and fervants, he gave Rine
for a governor Mentchikof, who, it is notasious, was never able to read, Jtis
true, that he appointed for his fub-governor a Dutchman, a than of knowlcdge
but who foon experienced the fame fate as la Harpe, the tutor to the gmnd-duke

. Alexander. .

4+ This has certainly the leaft merit of any rule in the inftruétions. - -Not
that a prince fhould be made a fidler, ora pose; but it is impoffible to give him
too much tafte forthofe arts which infpive and cherifh fenfibility of mind. The
accurate fciences, which are faid to render the judgment more- exact, deaden the
feelings. Hiftory is the proper ftudy of princes and regents.. Without the belley
lettres, Frederie the great would have been nothing but a tyrant: with them Peter
1. would have ceafed to be aferocious barbarian. God preferve all monarchies
#rom having geometricians or mathematicians for thgir kings: they meafure men
by the yard, and reckon them as they would their money. The moft important
matter is, to be humane, good, and juft ; but with that juftice, which arifes from
a fenfe of gruth, nat that, which is proved by The B
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adorning their minds. A man of [uperior talents,
lIa Harpe, was chofen for their firft preceptor He
had inceffantly to ftrive againft the interefied flat.
tery and bafe adulation which furrounded them
from the cradle. The ill will and ineptitude of
the. chief perfons concerned in their education
were a ftill greater reftraint upon him. But the
efteem and confidence with which he was honoured
by Catharine, gave him encouragement; and the
idea, that he was rendering an important fervice
to humanity, by ingilling ufeful truths irto the
minds of princes called to decide the fate of fo
many millions, afforded him fupport. Inflexible
in his courfe, he rendered himfelf beloved by one
of his pupils, feared by the other, refpeted by
thofe under him, and efteemed by his {uperiors.
He was feconded by fome of the cavaliers of
honour that were appointed them*: and at fome
future period, perhaps, Ruffia will be more indebt-
ed to la Harpe, than to his countryman le Fort;
for, if Peter I. reformed and civilifed his people,
Alexander gives hopes of rendermg them fome day
more free and happy.

The franknefs with which la Harpe profefled re-
publican f fentiments in Ruffia, expofed him to the
thafts of the envious. The Bernefe, having feized
his letters to his coufin, general 1a Harpge, fent
them to Catharine. The Prince of Naffah and

* Particularly the two Morawiefs, who cultivated literature, and pofliefled
confiderable merit and talents, and one Tutulmin, a man of fenfeand #00d breed -

ing.
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Efterhazy, whofe wife is a native of Berne, were
bis accufers, and endeavoured to reprefent him as
a very dangerous man in the confidential poft he
otcupied. Catharine fent for him into her clofet;
the following are the particulars of the interview:

Catharine. Come, fit down, Mr. Jacobin; I
have fomething to fay .to you.

La Harpe. 1 muft proteft againft the title
which your majefty thinks proper to give me, and
know not how I have deferved it.

The emprefs then thewed him the letters the had
received, and informed him of the charges brought
againft Kim.

To this la Harpe replied nearly in the following
_words: ‘¢ Your majefty knew, previous to entruft-
¢« ing me with the education of the grand-dukes,
¢ that | was a Swifs, and confequently a republi-
* can. I have not changed my fentiments; and
« you are too jult, madam, to confider that as a
*¢ crime in me now, which did not appear fo then.
*¢ My countrymen are opprefled by the Bernefe;
¢ 1 exhort them to claim, by legal modes, our
¢ antient rights: this is not being factious. For
#¢ the reft, madam, I admire your great qualities,
¢« I refpect your government, and I faithfully dif-
¢ charge the duties I impofed upon myfelf, when
¢ | devoted myfelf to the education of the grand-
« dukes. I fhall always endeavour to rendextoy-
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¢ felf worthy of the confidence with which you
¢c have honoured me, by infpiring them with fen-
«¢ timens fuitable to their birth and condition, and
* by endeavouring to render them capable of
« imitating, fome future day, the example you
¢ have fet before them, This, madam, is my de-
« fence: it remains with .your majefty to pafs
¢« judgment on me, after éxamining into my con-
« dutt in the poft with which you have deigned
“ to entruft me.”

Catharine, firuck with this franknefs, replied:
« Sir, be a jacobin, a republican, or what you
s¢ pleafe: I believe you are an honeft man, and
¢ that is fufficient for me. Stay with my grand-
« chlldren, retain my perfe&t confidence, and in-
¢ firut them with your wonted zeal*.”

. Such was Catharine. Her condu&t as well as
that of la Harpe will be better appreciated, when
it is confidered, that this bappened at the very
period when the Auftrians were flying before Du-
mouriez, foon after the death of Lewis XV
when Guftavus was dying from the wound inflic-
ted by the affaflin Ankerfireem, when Leopold
was faid to have been taken off by poifon, and
when every king in Europe trembled on his throne.
His accufers, however, though rebuffed, were not
filenced; but the marriage of the grand.duke
Alexander, putting an end to the term of his edu-

cation, la Harpe took his leave.

* It was in a fimilar converfation, that Ia Harpe one day made Catharine
fenfible'of the dmga' of fending a Raan acmy againft the Fignelw’
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Nicholas Soltikof I have mentioned in anothef
place. Chief governor of the young princes, his
principal occupations were to defend them from
currents of air, and keep their bodies apen. Pro-
tafof, the governor of the elder, would have been
more in his place had he been named apothecary.
He came every day to make a circumftantial report
to Soltikof of the moft infipid particulars. Though
aman of a narrow underftanding, bigoted, and
pufillanimous, he had not a bad heart; but he
rendered himfelf ridiculous in the eyes of every
‘one, except his pupil; who faw in him nothing
bt his attachment to himfelf, for wich he éxpref-
fed his gratitude.

M. von Sacken was governor of the younger
prince, after having been preceptor to Paul. He
‘was fuperior in every refpeét to his colleague; but
his eafy: and complying carater rendered him the
fport of his pupil*, whofe petulance and want of
application, as well as his unconquerable obftina-
cy, required a man of firmnefs conftantly about
him, and 1a Harpe alone retained fome power over

~him, and might have been able to bend his natu-
ral ferocity, had he been feconded.

Among the mafters of the grand-dukes, pro-
feffor Kraft, who gave them leflons in experimen-

* Sacken was inceffantly preaching to the prince, and exhorting him to read,
¢ [ won’t read,” faid Conflantine to him one day, “for I fee you always reading,
¢¢and you only prove the greatec blockhead forit.’* This farcalm produced a laugh.
‘He would firike and bite his governors, his chevaliers, 20d s mafkers. LA
Marpe was the only perfon who comptained, and requefied he AP be coxvefishe,
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tal philofophy, was diftinguifthed for his good-na-
ture, prefpicuity, and immoveable methodicalnefs.
. Alexander Pavlovitch made fome progrefs in this
- fcience; being attentive, -and defirous of learning,
as he was in all his ftudies. Kraft, fpeaking one
day of the hypothefes of fome philofophers on
the nature of light, faid, that Newton fuppofed
it to be a conftant emanation from the fun. Alex.
ander, then twelve years of,age, anfwered: ¢ I do
¢¢ not believe it: for, if it were, the fun muft
¢« grow lefs every day.”” This obje&ion, made
with equal fimplicity and acutenefs; is in fact the
*  firongeft that has been brought againft  the im-
mortal Newton, and proves the early fagacity of
the young grand-duke.

The celebrated Pallas was given the princes a
fhort courfe of botany in their garden near Pav-
lofsky: but the explanation of Linnaus’s fyftem
of the fexes gave them the firft ideas of thofe of
human nature, and led them to put a number of
very laughable queftions with great fimplicity.
This highly alarmed their governors; Pallas was
requefted to avoid entering into further particulars;
and the courfe of botany was even broken off.
Catharine had particularly enjoined, that her pupils
fhould be kept in the moft perfe&t ignorance in
what related to the intercourfe of the fexes. Her
great modefty in this refpe@ appears firikingly
contrafted with other parts of her charaéter. But
it is well known, that the regent of France, wha
was the maft debauched of men, cqufed Lewis XV. -

i
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to be brought up in futh complete ignorance of
things, which he afterwards fo extenfively pradtifed,
that on the eve of his marriage, he was obliged to
be taught his part, by being fhewn prints in which
it was difplayed. Catharine thought it better, that
her grandchildren fhould receive their firft leflfons
from nature. At leaft, a lady of the name of
T....kof was chofen to initiate the grand-duke
Conftantine ; from which fhe reaped the pleafure,
as her hufband did honour and promotion.

One of Catharine’s moft ardent wifhes was, to fee
her great grandchildren like Lewis XIV. That
a moment might not be loff, the ordered the ins
ftant . of their puberty to be watched; but her
hope was fruftrated by the very impatience with
which fhe fought its accomplifiment. Thefe pre-
mature marriages appear only to have ruined
their conftitutions. - Neither of the young princes
have as yet had any children, and it is to be fears
ed they never will*. -

The birth of the two grand-dukes had filled the
emprefs with joy. Her vaft proje&ts and hopes
expatiated in a' wider field, of which the very
mames of the princes gave intimation. She had
the infants everywhere painted, one cutting the
gordian knot, the other bearing the crofs of Con.
ftantine; for them fhe was defirous of renewing
the divifion of the world into two empires. Their
educagion feemed at firR to be merely the‘deve.

# Their m'arriagea have been mentiongd in the ficfk hagrer.
Oo
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lopement of thefe grand ideas. Conftantine had
Grecian nurfes, and was furrounded by Greeks:
in his infancy he fpoke no other language, but
he forgot it, as foon as mafters were appointed to
teach it him in a better manner. The . perfons
about' Alexander were Englithmen, and endea-
vours were made to infpire him with a predilec-
tion for that nation, which he may, perhaps, fome"
day dilcard, as his brother became difgufted with
Greeee. :

I have already obferved, that Paul had neither
authority nor influence over the education of his
children. He was obliged to folicit Soltikof’s
permiffion to fee them; or to gain their valets-de-
chambre, to know what was doing with refpe®t
to them. During the fummer they had permif-
fion to fpend an hour or two with their parents
once or twice a week. Paul deprived himfelf of
this pleafure for one whole year, becaufe he would
not fee the countefs Shuvalof by whom they were
latterly attended. '

The Ruffians in general, following the example
of their latter foverigns, had for fome time en-
deavoured to emerge from barbarifm, and attend-
ed to the education of their children with much
care. To beftow on them knowledge and talents,
was formerly the happy means of bringing them
into notice, and procuring them advancement.
They fpared neither pains nor expenfe to cultivate
the arts and fciences in 3 coyntry where thefe were
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ftrangers, as they force fruits to ripen in their
winter gardens and hot-houfes. Elizabeth and-
Gatharine founded feveral inftitutions in favour
of 'youth, fome of which, as the normal fchools and
particularly the three different corps of cadets, pre-
fented the interefting fight of feveral thoufand
young men educated at the expenfe of the ftate, and
taugh morality, languages, fciences, and arts.
Thofe are now either abolifhed or fuflered to fall to
decay. '

The convent of young ladies, though the fenti-
ments from which it was founded were worthy of
the generofity of a great princefs, has completely
failed of its end, like moft of the other inftitutions.
‘Two or three hundred young women of no for-
tune receive here an excellent education; but, as
foon as they reach the age of eighteen, they are
turned out of deors. They enter into a world
from which they have lived fecluded fince their
infancy; feldom find either relations, or any who
know them; and are ignorant whither to turn.
In confequence they fall victims to the officers of
the guards,. whofe barracks furround the convent,
and who watch every term of difmiffion to enfnare
the prettieft. It would be very pradticable to fave,
out of the immenfe coft of their education, a fuf-
ficient fum to portion them, or at leaft to keep
them till they were provided for.

The eduéation of thofe young Ruflians, who
have fome fortune, is commanly entroled w©
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private governors, known and decried in Ruffia
by the name of outshiteli, ¢ teachers.” Moft of
them are foreigners, chiefly French'or Swifs. The
Germans, in fpite of their good qualitics and
pedagogical erudition, differ too widely in charac.
ter from the Ruflians, to rival them ; and the trials
which fome have withed to make of their ‘own
countrymen from the univerfity of Mofco, or from .
the fchools of Peterfburgh, have not given fatis.
" faéton. The famous anfwer of the Grecian philo-
fopher is here applicable. Toa man, who faid
to him: ¢ With what you afk for the education of
“my fon I could purchafe a good flave, who
“would educate him in my own houfe;” he
replied: ¢ Purchale a flave: he and your fon will
¢ make two.” '

The outshiteli, whom fome endeavour to ridicule,
and others confider as dangerous, have contributed
more than any others to polith Ruffia, as they
have given inftru&ion in detail, man by man.
They -are the only people whofe office has been
to preach philofophy, virtue, and morals, while
diffufing knowledge. To begin with the celebra-
ted le Fort, who infpired Peter I. with the defire
of gaining knowledge, and end with a petty clerk
of fome French attorney, who teaches his pupils
to conjugate a few verbs in his own tongue, the
outshiteli have been the perfons who have commu-
nicated to the Ruffians that tafte, thofe acquire-
ments, and thofe talents, for which many of them
are admired in foreign countries. No doubt it is
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to be lamented, that among the number of thofe
who devote themfelves to private tuition, and
make it their trade to form men, there are fo
many unworthy of the employment, whofe igno-
rance and immorality bring ridicule and odium
on their colleagues. But fuch tutors begin to
find it difficult to obtain fitnations, except in re-
mote country places, where fome honeft Ruffians’
of the old ftamp fancy they have beftowed a good
education on their children, when they hear them
fpeak a foreign language. At Peterfburg people
were become more difficult in the choice of tutors,
and among them were to be found perfons of real
merit. They were the only clafs of men in Ruffia,
without excepting the academicians, who cultiva-
ted literature and the fciences, which they did in
fome degree. A Brueckner, in the houfe of prince
Kurakin; a Grammont, at the princes Dolgoruky’s;
a Lindqwift, an abbé Nicole, and feveral others,
without having places equally advantageous¥,
_ were worthy of the profeflion to which they de-
voted themfelves, and were diftinguifhed for their
fuccefs as much as for their merit.

The great men of Ruffia, who have much wealth
and high pofts, are too ignorant, or too much
engaged in gaming and intrigue, to interfere with
the education of their children; and as colleges
and univerfities are wanting in that country, they

* Mr. Brueckner received thirty-five thoufand rubles (35col ) for the four~

teen years he engaged to devote to the cducation of the young princes Kurakin ;
and Grammont received twenty-five thoufand (2500l.) for the cducation of the

princes Dolgoruky.
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purfue a very prudent plan. As foon as they
have ‘made choice of the man who is to fupply
their place in the duties of a father, they confer
on him great power and confidence: the moft in-
telligent could not do better, were they difcern-
ing in their choice. It is feldom thata governor
is fo deftitute of fenfe, information, and honour,
as to abufe his fun&ions; he feels himfelf moft
happily difpofed towards bis pupil: to inftruét him,
form him, acquire his attachment, and gain his
love, are the wifhes of his heart. If he be in a
worthy, opulent houfe, he has no occafion to re-
gret the facrifice of ten or twelve years of his life,
as he will be provided for*. Inhis pupil he often
finds a real friend, and always a proteGtor. His
own intereft prompts him to infpire his pupil with
juft and noble fentiments, and to give him a tafte
for the fciences; which is far more important, and
far more difficult, than to teach him the elements
of them. Thus, moft of the young Ruffians pafs
their early days with a foreigner, who becomes
their fecond father, and for whom they retain a
due fenfe of gratitude, if they arc in the leaft well
born.

This education by means of foreigners has one
peculiar effe¢t. Almoft all the Ruffians, being
educated by Frenchmen, contraét from their in-

% Thegreat French lords fometimes gave rich abbeys to their tutors: the
wealthy Englifh a& @ill more generoufly. The Ruffians frequently followed theis
example: their governors receive annuities at their departure, or places and rank.
if they. fettle in Rufia. Thus at leaft thofe have aced who have not confidered *
the tators of their children s theic head feevants,
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fancy a decided predileétion for France. With its
. language and hiftory they are better acquainted
than with their own; and as, in faét, they have
no country, France becomes that of their heart
and imagination. Such was the Scythian Anat
- charfis educated by Theogenes the Greek: fuch
were the Romans formed by Grecian mafters; but
the Romans had virtues to lofe, which is fcarcely
the cafe with the Ruffians. Befides they learn to
know France only in the moft pleafing afpect, as
it appears when at a diftance. They are taught °
to confider it as the country of tafte, politenefs,
arts, delicate pleafures, and amiable men: as the
afylum of liberty, as the altar of that facred fire
at which the torch may one day be kindled to
illumine their benighted country. The French
emigrants, driven to the territories of the modern
Cimmerians, were aftonithed to find there men.
better acquainted than themfelves with the affairs
of their own country: but thefe were young Ruf-
fians who had read, and meditated on what they
read, from Rouffeau and Mirabeau ; the emigrants
had read nothing, and brought nothing with them
but their prejudices. Many young Ruflians were
better acquainted with Paris, than thofe who had
fpent their lives in roaming about its fireets*,
It has in general been remarked, that the Ruffiang
have the moft happy difpofitions, and a furprifing
readinefs of conception; whence they make a very

% Count Butterlin had obtained this local knowledge to that degree, that
ke could carry on the moft ‘minute converfation with a Parifian on the theatres,

ftrects, hotels, and public buildings of Paris. The French W|as Menined,
whea the Ruffian confeffed at lagt that he had never hesnim Francs.

V]
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rapid progrefs in everything that is taught them.
There are no children more¢ amiable or more inter.
efting: many, when their domeftic education is fin*
ithed, have acquired more fele&t and extenfive know-
ledge, than other young men who have frequented
the German univerfities: and they have particularty
a wonderful readinefs at difplaying their knowledge
on feafonable occafions. Too frequently, however,
thefe arc precocious flowers, that produce no fruit:
they feldom travel like an Anacharfis; and their
return to their own country ufually puts an end
to their ftudies, and even to their tafte for fcience
and literature.

Telle on voit s’élever I'alovette égére ;
Elle charme un inftant par fon chant matinali,
Puis retombe et fe tait fur le gaz-ni natal*,

€ So the gay lark, with light afcending wing,

* ¢ Soars high in air to charm the meads around,
¢« Till ceafing thus in ftrain fublime to fing,
& Silent he finks upon his natal ground,”

In the same maner a Swifs, after having fpent his
youth in the fervice of France,and contracted
fplendid vices, leaves them on his return to his own
country, to refume the fimplicity of his anceftors.
He returns to virtue but the Ruffian returns to
barbarifm. Strong minds alone, fully captivated
with the charms of  philofophy or the attrations
of true glory, can refift the torrent: for those talents,
which the emperors pretended to encourage, be-
came at length a motive for exclufion from the pofts
and honours of the court., Thus the manners of

% From an epifile to 3 young Rafas.
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Europe, and even the chara&er of Catharine, were
in perpetual contradiction with the barbarous forms
and impulfe once given to the Ruffian government.
The influence of foreign preceptors over the cha-
racter and morality of the Ruffians is combated by
Pprejudices and obftacles almoft invincible: but this
influence is conftant and continual; it operates
in fecret on the mind; and its progrefs, flow as
the foot of time, is but the more certain. Perhaps
the young Ruflian nobility are the beft informed
and moft philofophical in Europe, but a complete
eounter-revolution’ has juft taken place in their
education: fince the progrefs of the French revo-
lution, efpecially fince the commencement ‘of the
reign of the prefent emperor and the arrival of the
emigrants, the human mind has taken a retrograde
“courfe in Ruffia. Moft of the ouzshitelis at prefent
are chevaliers, counts, marquifes, or priefts; for
. the fame thing has taken place with the emigrants
as did formerly with the colonifts whom Catharine
imported to cultivate her deferts; all who could
read and write left their fields to become tutors.
But the effects of this will be tranfrent: the new
trade adopted by thefe gentlemen will teach them
to think, or they will not purfue it long. It is
almoft impoffible to be an outshiteli, without be<
coming in fome degree rational: what is heard,
feen, and felt, every day, in thefe territories, muft
operate in favour of liberty. A Montmorenci in
the poft of a tutor could not fail to become a de-

mocrat.
Pp
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In the Voyage de denxe Frangdis an Ruasie, <« T out
of two Frenchroen in Ruflia,” are fome ftrange re:
fleCtions on thefe outshiteli. The travellers are al-
tonifhed that they are slmoft all democrats, though
enjaying an eafy and. agreeable life in the houfe of
a'great lord.; and rally them for not quitting this,
todevote their lives to the caufe which they efpoufe-
You fay that they are aéting properly in France ;
why, then, do you not.go thithez? This is the dilem-
ma propofed -by thefe gentlemen. But, were any
one to praife the cuffom in. China for the emperor
to plough a field himfelf, weuld they in the fame
manner fay to him, Why do you not repair thither
and hold the plough? Such is the inconfiftency
of people! May not a man acknowledge the truth
of a principle, all the confequences of which he
cannot carry into praftice? Muft not a. French-
man in Peterfburg rejoice at the victories of his
country, becaufe he could contribute nothing to
them but his fecret prayers? May he. naot rejoice
to fee liberty, order, and happinefs re-eftablifhed
in his country, though he cannot return thither?
Such is the language of little minds, who dare
not avow a truth when they are ina place where
it is dangerous not to deny it. . .

The progrefs of the human mind in Ruffia, how.
ever, has lately been ftopped, or at leaft fettered,
by the meafures, certainly confiftent, adopted by
the emperor to interrupt all communication between
the reft of Europe and his dominions. Peter L.
never took fo much pains and care to reform
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and polith his empire as Paul does precautions to
prevent light from fpreading among his Cimme-
rians.

A fharper code of laws could not be exhibited
to Europe than a colletion of the ukafes promul-
gated by Paul fin¢e he came to the throne. He
has lately forbidden all his fubjects, the Livonians
and Courlanders in particular, to fend their chil-
dren to ftudy in Germany, becaufe corrupt prin-
ciples prevail there. He recals, under penalty,
of confifcation of their property, all who are at
prefent at any foreign univerfity*: but he pro-
mifes to permit the eftablifiment of an univerfity
in his German provinces, where young men may
be inftructed in the moft neceffary [ciences. Till
this univerfity is founded under his aufpices, and
the difciples of Kant quit Germany, to vifit it in
quett of a more luminous philofophy, the Finlanders
and Courlanders, Efthonians and Livonians, muft
remain without any means of  inftruétion; for
there are not even any public fchools throughout
their vaft provinces. Paul has alfo forbidden the
employment of foreigners in his courts of juftice,
and the giving them ecclefiaftical benefices. He
has even gone farther: by another ukafe, he has
prohibited all foreigners from entering his do-
minions without his. fpecial permiffion. This
immenoi-ukase has not been publifhed: but mer-
chants, foreigners who have property in Ruflia,

#* There were thirty-fix fludentsat Lepfic, and fixty-five at Jena, fubje@sa€
the tsar, who have jult v~turned home ia confequence of thia Wkale
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and young men who have been fent for thither,
are ftopped at the frontiers, or on board the veflels
in which they arrive, and fent back, after all the
expenfe and danger they have incurred.

~ Another ukafe prohibits the reading of French
newfpapers. No paper can enter Ruffia, without
having been examined and ftamped by a committee
of infpection; and every man who receives by the
poft, by a courier, or from a traveller, any newf-
paper, or printed book of any kind, is enjoined
to carry them immediately to the committee, under
penalty of being punifhed as a rebel!

.. The people of Germany are more happy, for
the Ruffian newfpapers are admitted into that

country ; though much cannot be faid for the

amufement or inftrution which they contain.

It is to be obferved, that, under the reign of
Catharine, Ruffia was for a time the only country
in Europe in which French papers were not pro.
hibited. The Moniteur having fpoken feveral
times of the emprefs, and particularly of Paul and
his court, Catharine gave orders that the Moniteur
fhould not be diftributed till the had looked it
over. A few weeks after fhe found a paragraph,
in which fhe was ftyled the Meflalina of the North,
&c. Having read it, fhe faid; ¢ As this concerns
<« only mylfelf, let it be, diftributed.” At a
time when French gazettes, cockades, and fongs
were profcribed in nations fartheft from barba-

[N
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rifm: when at Turin, they who fung ¢a ira were
imprifoned, and at Vienna French was not allow-
ed to be fpoken, the Ruffian government appeared
to be above thefe little inquifitorial aéts, and the
pupils of Colonel la Harpe were allowed to
chaunt French revolutionary airs in the palace
of the tzars. One of thefe carried a national
cockade in his pocket, which he difplayed with
an air of triumph and defiance to the moft timo-
rious courtiers. It was not till after the death of
Lewis XVI. and the affaffination, of Guftavus III,
that Catharine, ftruck with terror, began to
yield to the fuggeftions of her favourites, and to
take precautions which betrayed her fear*.

Still there was always more to be apprehended
from the zeal of the fubordinate tools of govern-
ment, than from the difpofition of Catharine.
Among the numerous viétims of the political in-
quifition Radifchef deferves particular regret. It
is well known that Catharine frequently fent
young Ruflians to travel and improve themfelves
- at her expenfe. Several of thefe were bappily
chofen, became men of merit, and brought back
to their country notions of humanity with the
knowledge they acquired. The moft diftinguithed
and moft unfortunate of thefe pupils of Catharine

* On¢ fa& will farther prove the noble fecurity of Catharine. A brother of
Marat was at Petertburg, governor in the houfe of Soltikof the chamberlain,
This Marat, while he condemned the rage of his brother, did not conceal from
his friends his republican fentiments, yet he lived in peace, and fometimes attend-
ed his pupil to court, Hovever, as his name might have expofed him to fome
danger, at the time of the king’s death he requefted Catharine’s permifiion te
ehange it, and called himfelf Boudriy from the place of hisvivdh,

1
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was Radifchef. On his return he became dire&tor
of the cuftoms; and in this office of a publican,
hiz probity, the amenity of his manners, and his
agreeable company, rendered him efteemed and
courted. He cultivated literature, and had already
publithed a work, intitled Potshta Dukof, ¢ the
« Reft of Spirits;* the moft philofophical and
pointed periodical produétion that ever ventered
to sppear in Ruffia. No difturbance had heen
given him on account of this: but after the re.
volution, he had the courage to print a little
phamphlet, in which he did not fcruple to avow
his hatred of defpotifm, his indignation againft
the favorites, and his efteem for the French. It
was fingular, that feveral copies of it contained
the approbation of the police. Kleif, mafter of
the police, as famous in Ruffia for his blunders,
as a d’Argenfon, a la Noir, and a Sartine were
in France for their addrefs, was cited to anfwer for
this approbation. He knew not what to fay, for
he had not read the work, which indeed would
have been above his comprehenfion. But Radif-
chef who was alfo cited, honeftly confefled, that
the boldeft paffages were not in the manufcript,
when he fubmitted it to the cenfors, but that he
had printed them at his own houfe¥. To have

#* Radifchef’s work is intitled a Journey to Mofeo. Rufiian merchants
have been known to give five and twenty rubles (21, 10s.) to have it for a fingle
hour to read in fecret. I have read only & few fragraents of ir, among which
was an allegory, in which he expofes the ;;:idc and foolith grandeur of a defpot
furrounded by dattardly flatteress. The following words particularly enraged
Catharine, becaufe they were pointedly dire&ed at her: ¢ I enter the paiace of
# Tazarfko-felo: 1am fsuck with the alarming filence that reigns* every ane
® holds his peace, every one trembles: for it is the abode of defpotiim.” Thefe
words procured Radifche{ a refidence in Siberia.
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pardoned him would have been worthy of the
character which Catharine difplayed on other occa-
fions: but Radifchef was fent off to Siberia. He
begged permiflion to embrace his wife and children
once more; and when he was taken out of his
prifon to be fent off, he was allowed to wait for
them a moment on the bank of the Neva: but it
was night; the drawbridge’ had- .juft been raifed
to let a veffel through, and at this inftant his
unfortunate wife arrived on the oppofite bank. -
Radifchef entreated that his departure might be
deferred till the veffel had paffed, or his wife
could get a boat; but in vain: his pitilefs' guard
made him get into his tumbrel again, in fight of
his diftrated wife, who ftretched out her arms to
him acrofs the river with loud cries. Thus he
departed, his heart torn by defpair. If he be ftill
living in the vaft deferts to which he fs confined,
or if he draw breath in the mines of Kolivan, may
his virtue be his comforter! His courage, how-
ever, has not been ufelefs: in fpite of the fearches
made after every copy, his work remains in the
hands of feveral of his countrymen, to whom his
memory is dear.

The profcription of every one who dared to
think, fuggefted the following fable, when the
prefent emperor was grand.duke:
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LE GRAND.DUC* .

LE VER LUISANT.

Fable.

DANS une fombre nuit d’été
Un ver luifant caché fous I’herbe
Jetoit une douce clarté.
Ce n’ctoit point un phare éclatant et {uperbe,
I n’éclairoit qu’un pas A I’environ ;
" Crétoit 12 fon horizon :
Mais pourtant infe&e lucide
Servoit de guide
Aux petits hotes du gazon.
A {a lueur douce et tranquille,
La fourmi retradée atteignoit fon azile,
Le papillon léger s’égayoit 2 I'entour :
En un met, cet aftre reptile
Embelliffoit les nuits de fon humble {éjour.

® A nofturnal Bird, foudd particularly in Rufia.  See Buffon.

DUG, in French fignifies both 2 duke and a horaed awlt &x@RAND-DWC
" is the great horned-ow) in naterl biftery. T
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Non loin de la, dans une vieille tour, . Ty
Prifon de fa trifte famille, - * © . . @
Un vieux hibou tenoit fa cour,
Un hibon hait les vers qui lui montrent le jour. -
¢ Audacieux {” dit;il.a LinfeQs qui-brifle, ;.
¢« Qui t'a fait fi hardi, que d’approphct de non_s!
¢ Tu mourras,”’—' Monfel@ncux " lpu tépond humble
¢ infe&e, .. . . :
& Je fuis mdxgnc, helas ! dun & nobh cmmqux.
¢ Je vous honore, vous refpe&e; o
« Je tremble d’approcher de.vouss: , - !
« A fucer la rofée ici je me déle@e;
¢¢ Mais d’aucun brait pourtant je ne trouble vos nuits
¢ Comment un ammal foible comme jefuis
¢ Peut-il offenfer Votre Altefle 2
% Infelte dangereux ! tu lms 3
¢ Péris, la lumlere me bleffe,’’ » o r :
Cela dit, le no&urne o:feau, R S
En &crafant le ver, Eteignit fon ﬂambeau o

Sans rendre ta nuit plus. cpanﬂ'e. .

—————
——————

. OWL AND THE GLOW.WORM.

A fable.

*TWAS on afombre fummer nighy, . . -
A glow-worm fhelter’d by a flow’r,

Spread round its paly glimm’ring light,
To decorate the filent hour:

No brilliant beam, no gaudy glare, .
Diffus'd afar its luftrous ray, )

Qq
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But thro’ the fofdly breitbfn‘g alr -

The infe& thed its mnmc day. b

Vhile p!en'd its harmlefl Iife to pifl
. On hillock gréen of dewy grafs,
The butterfly, with fportive wing,
Wou'd from the gay fantaftic ring,
(A in the buminig noontide beam):
Where, ’'mid thé gloom; this {ofeé fiar ﬁfplay'i
1ts cheerful hnp«ufpahgling the ren.lms of thade !

,7. .

Near, or 2 niould’nng antique tow’r,
The prifon of its moping race, -
An owl had chofe its murky bow’r,
And bating day’s’ ‘effulgent light,
Its joy the fullen frawn of night, -
Its blank domain the filent fpace !
There, prompt to fpread its thad’wy wings
Imperious, o’er lefs daring things,
. Soon on the glow-worm’s peaceful ftate
Fix'd his dull eyes, in cavious hate.

¢ Bold worm !” exclaim’d the tyrant v;in,
¢ Thou who with fparkling light art feen
¢ Peering the lonely fhades between,
¢ How dar'ft thou mock my gloomy reign ? .
¢ Thou fhalt expire !* The glow-worm meek,
(Its trembling light, more faint and pale)
In bumble accents, low and weik,
Thus told its true, but artlefs tale :
¢ I own that, of the infe&t race,
¢ I boaft no gaudy fplendid grace ;
¢ Ilight with feeble lamp the way
Where prouder, loftier beings ftray ;
« Ifip the balmy dews around—
¢ But ne’er am heard with bufy found—
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¢ Ne’er on your calm repofe obtrnde

¢ With counfel vain, or clamour rude ;
¢ Can I offend fuperior things,

¢ Or cope with birds of pow’rful wings 3"

The Owl, indignant, bold, and bafe,
Exulting o’er the infe& race,

Replied —¢¢ You shine ! detefted thing !

¢ To me, offenfive Jight you bringem'*
Then, pouncing om his humble prey,
Darken’d, in death, its little Tay;

But found, tho’ quench’d the quiv’ring flame,
His fombre hour was flill the same !

0 R - .

499
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‘CHAP. XL

SUPPLEMENT®,

French and Swifs in Ruffia....Their profcription....Oath required of them..,.Billet
of abfolution....Additional traits of the prefent emperor....Reflexions.

UNFORTUNATE young men, whom falfe ac-
counts and fallacious hopes attraét from various
countries to the ftormy banks of the frigid Neva,
may you be at length undeceived by the fketches
I have drawn, and thofe I am about to tracet. Of
a thoufand, who abandon their country to feek
wealth and happinefs at a diftance fromit, few find
the former in Ruffia ; the latter, none. The reft
figh out their lives in penury and regret, or vege-
tate under the rigors of an inclement fky. The
remembrance of their youthful fports, and the man-

* Ttkis article has been in part compiled by the editor from fragments and

notes left by the author, and oral but indifputable information.....(Note of the’
French editor).

+ It is no longer poffible for a Frenchman or Swifs to eater Raffia. Am
artifi, and two Miffes de Montbéliard, having been fent for to fill particular |
places, could not obtain leave to difembark, notwithftanding the ftrongeft re-

fommendations, and were ordered to depart immediaely.
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ners of their country, is the only pure pleafure
which the moft worthy tafte. Amid the abun-
dance and diffipation in which many pafs their
monotonous lives, they experience a.vague dif-
quiet, that alarms them : the heavy air of Ruffia
feems to prefs on their brows, and bend them to-
wards the earth : they grow old fpeedily ; their.
blood thickens ; and their foul becomes mere mat-.
ter. Thus Ovid depi®s the gradual metamor-
phofis of Daphne : the rude, unyielding bark en-,
velopes her heart, which.fill beats, but feels no.
longer. She lofes the faculty of thought, before
fhe_lofes exiftence ; and ceafing to live begins to
vegetate.

. Happy, however, he, who .attains this animal
vegatation! He is at leaft infenfible of the re.
volting {cenes that furround him, and of his own
degradation ; while the man, who retains his fen-
fibility, is inceflantly tormented by the indigna.
tion which degraded. humanity infpires.

Of all the firangers who happened to be in Ruflia
during the revolution, the French and Swifs were
moft expofed to inquifitorial vexations. The very
name of Frenchmen was an affront ; and the Ruf-
fian populace, who were in themfelves peaceful,
tolerant, and hofpitable, were ftirred up againft
them—Men who had before rendered themfelves
diftinguithed by their capacity, knowledge, and
talents ; many of whom held important pofts at.
court or in the army, or confidential fitvaions W
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private families ; courtiers, officers, tutors, artifts,:
players, chamberlains, cooks®, &c. inftantly be-
came objels of hatred difiruft, and profcription.
Catherine, who had herfelf accuftomed the Ruflians:
to some liberal opinions, on a fudden adopted the.
oppofite principles. The death of Lewis XVL.
and the arrival of the emigrants, were the fignals:
of proftription. The emigrants particularly fought.
to accufe and fupplant fuch of their countrymen
as did not participate their opinions ; and the an.
cient French, who beheld the light of the revolu-

_tion from afar without feeing the firebrand whence
it 'iffued, who embraced its principles with the
more candor, becaufe men of worth and letters

* had long borne them in their hearts, were the firft
attacked : cowards, knaves, hypocrites, and valets,
who began loudly to exclaim agamﬁ innovation,
were alone fpared,

One of the firt vi&ims was Cuinet d’Orbeil,
who was known to all Peterfburg, and evenin o-
ther parts, by his poetical pieces in the Almanach,
des Muses. He was a Frenchman of a warm heart,
and warmth of expreffion ; a poet in the common
acceptation of the word, but incapable of undertak-
ing anything, or pldtting anything, at which the
government could have reafon to be alarmed.
The court was at Peterhof, celebrating the feftival

# One le Beuf, French cook to the late king of Pruffia, having been fent
for by Catherine, did not arrive till after her death. The prefent emperor clapped
him into prifon. There he remained fix months before he obtaincd his liberty,
and then was ordered to depast immediately, without the flighteft indemnifica-

tion,
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of St. Peter.. The fountains played, a ball was
given, and the place was. illuminated. . Thefe re.
joicings attracted the more company, becaufe -the
emprefs had not vifited Peterhof for feveral years,as
fhe-had -an averfion for that palace, which.muft have
infpired her with gloomy thoughts*. In the midft
of the feafting a courier arrived with news of the
efcape of Lewis XVI,. The rumor was great, the
joy loud, and the dance interrupted, while the news
pafied triumphantly from ear te ear. - Count T.....,
who knew d’Orbeil, met him coming out of the .
emprefs’s faloon. ¢ Well, Mr. Democrat,” faid
he to him, ¢« have you heard the great news ?’—
“Yes,” anfwered d’Orbeil, who was juft come from
Peterfburg, ¢ I have heard fome great news.’

« Do you know that the king has efcaped from
¢ Paris ?—¢ Yes, count :—but do you know the
¢ ftill greater news, that he is re-taken ?’—Thefe
words were a clap of thunder to the hearers. The
fact was, two couriers had arrived at Peterfburg
nearly. at the fame time ; but he who announced
the happy efcape of the king having been difpatch-
ed immediately to the emprefs, to heighten the
feftivity of the day, no hafte was made to fend off
the fecond to difturb it. The converfation of
d’Orbeil with the count, however, having been in
fome degree pointed, he was from that time obferved
and watched.. A fhort time after, a few expreﬂions
in favor of the rovolution efcaped him at la Hus’s,
an altrefs kept by Markof, fecretary of ftate: in

* Peterhof was the palace fhe inhabited at the period of the revolution ia
1762, Peter 11, was arrefted thete, and firangled in an adjpseat Wode,
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confequence of -which he was taken in the night,
from the houfe of M. Tfhernichef, conieyed to a
veflel in the harbour, and put. down into the hold.
The furprife and fright turped his brain, he con-
trived to get out, and threw himfelf into the fea.

. Such events occurred towards the end of Ca-
tharine’s reign, when filly courtiers and emigrants
befieged her with fears and fufpicions ; yet the was_
frequently feen to refume her juftice, and even her
natural generofity. At the time this happened
Mioche, another Frenchman, having been de-
nounced as a patriot by the emigrants, was like-
wife thrown into prifon: but Catherine foon or-
dered him to be fet at liberty, and indemnified
him for his fufferings by fome particular exemp-
tions which fhe granted him in the wine trade.

. The prefent emperor makes the principles of
Jjuftice confift in his infallibility. He cannot mif-
take ; nobody can deceive him. In confequence
of this opinion of his, which -is well known, they
who wifh to eftablifh themfelves in his good graces
begin by confefling themfelves guilty of fome fault,
even if they invent one for the purpofe. Woe to
him who endeavours to prove his innocence!

_One of .the moft ftriking aéts of injuftice, which
excited moft indignation in honeft men of all par-
ties, was the profcription of colonel and major
Maflon, which diftinguithed the commencement of
his reign.
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Thefe two brothers, who were either Swifs or
‘Wirtembergers, had ferved in the Ruffian army
from their youth, and acquired fome reputation in
it. . One of them, who had been aide-de-camp to
Potemkin, having made the campaigns againft the
Turks with him, had obtained as military rewards
the crofs and gold-hilted fword which Catherine
‘beftowed on fuch officers as diftinguifhed thern-
felves. He had married a niece of the celebrated
general Meliffino, who died lately in the poft of
grand-mafter of the ordance. The other, after
having been fome time in the artillery, and after-
wards aide-de-camp to count Soltikof, minifter at
war¥, had been placed about the perfon of the
grand-duke Alexander, after the departure of co-
lonel la Harpe.  He had alfo married a Ruffian
lady, of a Livonian family of diftin&ion. Both of
them, having an inclination for fcience and litera-
ture, led retired and tranquil lives with their
families ; beloved for the amenity of their man.
ners, and efteemed for their wit and underftanda
ing. Thefle two fuperxor officers, who had been in
the fervice twelve years, both married to Ruflian
.women, related to families of refpetability, and
poflefling land and flaves, were torn from their
wives and children by a private order of ftate, and
carried away feparately, in covered fledges, under
a ftrong guard, without even knowing of what
crime they were accufed. The wife of the younger,
but jult recovered froma lying-in, urged by defpair,

#* Hec likewife finithed the cducation of the two young*¥¥, whofe merit
does greater honor to him.
Rr
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went the next day to wait for the emperor under
the arches of his winter palace, and loudly demand-
ed juftice for her hufband. « Your hufband is
¢ guilty,” anfwered Paul: ¢ begone, left you
¢¢ {bould be trampled on by my herfe.”” The un.
fortunate lady fainted on the ground, and the em-
peror paffed on. The indignation infpired by this
at of power was recorded in a citation, which the
friends and relations of Meflrs. Maffon ventured to
publifh ; and of which the following is a literal,
‘tranflation.

¢« Prefling citation and prayer to Meflrs. von
« Maflon, late officers in the Ruffian fervice*.

¢ Thefe two brothers ferved feveral years in the
- ¢« Ruffian empire, where they acquired the reputa-
< tion of being men of courage and underftand.
¢« ing. The elder was colonel, chevalier, &ec.;
“ the younger, major. Both were married ; the
¢c former, to the daughtet of general Yhrmann, a
¢ brave and refpectable foldier, lately dead, after
¢ having long and loyalty ferved the ftatet ; the

* See the Journal intitled LA MINERVE, PER M. D’ARCHENHOLZ, May
1797, p. 366, ¢ Ernftliche Aufforderung und Bitte, an die, in ruffifehen dienf-
6¢ ten geftandencn, Herren von Maffon.””

+ General Yhrmann was governor general of Siberia, and dire¢tor of the
mines of Kholivan, for twenty years. Thefums he drew from them were greater
than they ever yielded before or fince as the regifters atteft. He augmented the
civilifation, population, commerce, and welfare of thofe vaft provinces; an&
retired poor, after having long fuperintended the working of the richeft gold and
filver mines on the continent. As a reward of his probity, the crown did not
even pay him 10,000 rubles (1oc>l) which are ftill owing to him ; and his only

daughter, profcribed with her hufband, wanders far from doe tomb ol her wotthy
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¢« latter, to a baronefs Rofen, of a Livonian family,
¢ wellknown and efteemed*. Both had lovely chil-
¢¢ dren, and lived with their families asgood fathers.,
¢¢ The elder even poflefled eftates in Efthonia.

S« One day laft December (1796), the two
¢ brothers were fummoned before general Arka-
*“ rof, director-general of the police. * With him
4¢ they found one count de Plaifance, an officer in
¢ the corps of cadets of the artillery, a man whofe
‘¢ very exiftence feems to accufe nature of an illi-

¢ beral joke. This man had written a letter t’o

father. She is likewife nicce to the celebrated general Meliffino, whe has render-
«d Ruffia fuch great fervices; and related to Dolgorukies and Soltikofs.....(Note
&f the French editor).

* Catherine II. wifhing to reduce Livonia to the fame form of flavery as the
other provinces, required, ding to her cuftom ; that the Livonians themfelvgs
fhould come to implore thefc new chains as a favor. The deputies were fent ace
cordingly with thofe of the other nations : but general Rofen, father of the perfon
here mentioned, who was at the head of the deputies, far from fubfcribing what
was required of them, made fome remonftrations to Catharine, who faid with
rage: ¢ Who gave you the boldnefs thus to oppofe my will #¥’....4¢ The name of
¢ Peter the Great, who figned bur liberties; and that of Catherine the 'Great,
“ who has fworn to maimtain them :" faid the old man. Catherine the Great,
however, difplaced him, and ordered other deputies to be appointed. Count
Stackelberg was found more compliant; and, proud of what Rofen confidered 3s
a difgrace, fold his country (1). He was rewarded by immenfe tra&s of land,
. furrounding thefe of the old general, which where taken from the ftate of the pro-
vince. Such was the origin of the fortune and influence of Stackelberg, who
fo long ruled Poland, embroiled Sweden, and afterwards a&ted the buffoon in the
antichambers ot Zubof.

Befide her relations in Livonia, the wife of the younger Maffon is related to fee
veral Ruffian familics of confiderable weight, as the Sievers, Befborodkos,
Tamaras, &c. who, far from employing their influence to obtain the reftoration
of her property, deferted her in her diftrefs as foon as her hufband was profcribed,
(Note of the French Editor.

(1) The words country,  .rr-.s, &c. when ufed of Ruflia or Livonia, ree
late to the nobility only: for t.x ¢ :ople are mere property,
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% Molco, in which he faid to his friends, amorg
¢¢ other things, ¢ Many jacobins* are fent to the
«¢< frontiers, and I am much afraid Meflys: Maflon
" ¢ will be ferved in the fame manner.” This letter
¢ was opened at the poft-office, no doubt by order
¢ from the fovereign, and gave occafion to this
-¢-difagreeable rendezvous. The ¢ount de Plaifance
+es.defended his expreffion by the terrible charge,
% that Meflts. Maffon,; when they read the newf-
« papers, had always taken the-part of the French.
~és Meflrs. von -Maffon avowed this ; but begged to
“ know what inference could be drawn from it de- _
¢¢ rogatory to their charaer, their honor, or even
.o their'duty.as Ruflian officers. The refult of this
¢ bufinefs, as far as it has been made public and
¢ divulged, was, that the two brothers, without
¢¢ any- farther information, were thrown into a
¢ kibitkat, and conveyed to the frontiers undera
¢¢ firong guard.

¢« The wife of the younger Mr. von Maflon fell
« at the feet of the emperor in the public fireet,
¢ and loudly exclaimed : ¢ Juftice! juftice! and no
¢ favor I’ The emperor anfwered: ¢ They are
¢« guilty ; I love order in my country : and would
¢¢ have pafled on. Mrs. Maflon, however, in defl-
¢ pair feized the horfe by the bridle ; on which
.¢¢ the emperor told her, to take care fhe was not
_¢¢ trampled under foot.

% What theterm jacobin fignifies in Ruffia has been mentioned in a proccec-
ing chapter.

4 A covered fledge ufed in Rufha.
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s ¢< 1 had rather die,” anfwered this courageous
¢ lady, ¢ than be the wife of a man who has for:
¢ feited his hohor.’.....It was in vain : the emperor
fpurred his horfe, and went forward*.

« All Peterfburg has juct witneffed the tranfac-
¢ tion. The emperor is juft, and we prefume,
«¢ either that he has been deceived, or that Meéflts.
«¢ von Maflon have in fa& committed fome crime,
¢ which at the time efcaped notice}. It is true
* we cannot explain the myftery in which the

* The wives of the two brothers left their country to follow them, and their
Praperty was confifcated.

+ As, to the great aftonithment of their friends, Meflrs. von Maﬂ'on have
mot yet anfwered this citation, they give room for fufpicion, thattheir profeription
might have arifen ffom more ferious caufes than thofe mentioned above. Brought

up on the heights of Mount Terrible, they perhaps imbibed there ideas which
Ruffia could not fiifle. The elder had been in the fuit of Potemkin, and that of
Zubof ¢ the younger was at court, about the grand-duke Alexander, and unde¢
the protetion of the emprefs :....had they not fome concern in the project formed
of placing that priace on the throne inflead of his father ? a proje@t which Ca-
tharinc entertained, and which occafioned many others to fall into difgrace at her
death, Even Alexander was watched, and all the officers in his fuite difmiffed.
They who know Ruffia, remember, that a few officers of the guards, with
Leftocq, a-French furgeon, were fufficient to effe@ the revolution that placed
Elizabeth on the throne, will not think this fuppofition improbable. It is known
likewifc, that the two Maffons were among the principal members of a focicty,
named the Philadelphie, founded by their uncle, generalin chief Meliffino, and
into which feveral other generals or courtiers were admitted. This fociety which
was much talked of at Peterfburg, appeared, it is true, to be rather a convivial meet-
ing than a political affembly ; and Catharine, to whom it was denounced, laughed
at it: but the prefent emperor may have confidered it in a different light ; for at
the fame period the fon of Meliffino, commander of a regiment of grenadiers, and
the chamberlain Mettlef, a member of the focicty were alfo difgraced and exiled.
Beit as it may, no doubt it might appear aftonifhing to one, unacquainted with
the charadter of Paul, that two fuperior officers fhould be thus taken away from
their families, without trial, and without caufe. But heis known to have treated
the agent of Sardinia with lefs ceremony, becaufe Betkorodko faid of him, that he
advifed his court to remain an ally of France. Paul exclaimed in a fury: ¢ What!
6 a jacobin at my comrt! let him depart inftantly.”” The Bavarian minifter,
Reglin, was likewife treated as a jacobin, put isto a covered fledge, and conveged
to the frontiers as a criminal ; and this becaufe his maker WU Dk X woss
acknowledge Paul as grand-mafter.of the order 6f Malta.
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«¢ affair is involved : if they be guilty, why are
« they fpared ? if they be innocent, why are they
¢ punifhed ? In the former cafe, we venture to ob-
¢ ferve, his majefty the emperor owes in fome de-
¢ gree to his people the making known their
¢« crime ; his people, who adore him, who repofe
«¢ all their confidence in bis juftice, and who would
¢ be wretched if they had to dread every fecret in-
¢ former.

- ¢ The underfigned, all of them relations or
¢ friends of Meflrs. von Maflon, to which it is
¢* confequently of importance to-develope this
¢« fatal fecret, here folemnly require them to make
< their defence, if they be innocent: as men of
¢ honour, they owe this ftep to thofe, whofe efteem
¢« they have gained by their agreeable acquaint.
«¢ ance; they owe it even to the emperor, who
* has fufficient magnanimity perhaps to make re-
¢« paration for the confequences of a precipitate
¢¢ aét, if fome villians have deceived him*.”

L Here follows the signatures of the ﬁzmds and re-

lations.]

* It is faid, that the emprefs attempted to fpeak in favor of the younger
Maffon ; but the emperor ordered her to be filent on the {ubjet, threatening
“ to punith her if fhe did not. Some time after he ordered her to be put under -
arreft for interceding on another occafion. Gorng his ufual round of his palace
of Pavlofsky, he caught a fentry aflecp near his wife’s pavilion. The unfor-
tunate foldier was ordered she baftinado on the fpot. At his cties, the emprefs’
went to her window, and interceded for his pardon. ¢ What!’’ exclaimed
Paul, ¢ dare you interrupt me in an a& of military duty ? Do you forget,
4¢ Madam, that I am your emperor alfo? I will make ybh remember it, how-
¢ ever.”” At thefe words, hcordered his aide-de-camp to put the emprefs
under arreft.  The aid-de-camp hefitating, Paul threatened to reduce him to
theranks: accordingly, the officer went to inform the emprefs that fhe was
under arreft, and placed a guard at hier doot, Thy wan the fexond Gme of

her being thus ferved.
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To form a proper eftimatior of their courage
notwithftanding the caution emrployed in this
citation, the circumftance of place, and the-chas
ra&er of Paul muft be fully known.

.- The following is another inftance of the hardi
thlps which the French and their friends fuffer at
.Peterfburg. The French and Swifs proteftants
have a church at Peterfburg, in which they per-
mit the Germans alfo to perform public worfhip in

" their own language: but as the original funds of
the church were furnithed by the French, , they
retained the management of it. The Germans

_afpired to a perfe@ community of preperty in-it,

and commenced a lawfuit, which they loft. They
entreated the prote@ion of Paul, who ordered
the fenate to revife the fentence, which however
they confirmed. The Germans made a frefh ap-
peal, and Paul ordered fentence to be given in
their favour. Mannibandel of Muelhoufe was the

Freneh minifter, and count Gollofkin, a captain

in the navy, was one of the elders of the church®.

Thefe took the liberty of making fome remarks

on the emperor’s partiality. Mannfbendel was
thrown into a dungeon, whence he was at length
liberated with injun&ions to quit Ruffia: count
count Gollofkin received orders to quit Peterfburg
immediately ; and then frefh orders to repair on

* The family of the counts Gollofkin having been difgraced under the

reign of Elizabeth, came into Holland, and embraced the proteftant religion.

Being afterwards recalled to Ruffia, it refained its religion, aud is the only Rul-.
fan family that profefles proteftanifm.
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board the fhip he commanded, where on.his
arrival he -was immediately turned before the
maft. . . . ) o
At the news of the death of Lewis XVI. Catha-
rine, feized with afright,. took ‘meafures of fafety
againft the French in Ruffia. They were enjoin-
ed to take the oath of allegiance to Lewis XVII.
and to their holy .religion; and fwear hatred .and
deteftation to the principles .profeffed in France.
From the lifts printed by order of government,
" there were feven or eight hundred Frenchmen-in
Peterfburg, and more -in Mofco; -all of- whom
‘found themftlves compelled, to' comply with - this
injuncion. A few only, who had been for fome
time preparing to return. to ‘France, where their
property was, chofe rather to depart within. the
fpace of a week, as the ukafe enjoined in cafe of
refufal. This ukafe was as abfurdly compofed, as
it was inconfiftently executed. Not only the
French were obliged to take the oath, but almoft
all foreigners who fpoke French, or who bad their
paffports written in that language; fo that Bra-
banters, Piedmontefe, Milanefe, and natives of
Liege, were obliged to do homage to .the king of
France. It feemed as if the Ruflian police had
forefeen the grand reunion, that was foon to take
place, and withed to {anétion it beforehand. Some
natives of the thirteen cantons, Montbelliard,
Neufchatel, and Wirtemberg, found themfelves
under the fame compulfion. The grand-duke
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-Paiil exatted it from-all foreigners in his fuite:in.
-difcriminately; and feveral officioufly anticipated
-his withes and commands. A greater number, how-
‘gver, excufed themfelves, faying they were not
born fubjeéts of France; and prevailed on. the
poihce at leaft to hﬂen to reafon.
. When Paul became emperor, he went much
farther than his mother. He ordered all the firan-
gers who were in Ruffia to profefs the religion
in Which they had been brought up. Thus the
catholics .were enjoined fri® obfervance of the
-rites and ‘commands of the Romith church. An
wkafe in all the different languages was pofted up,
enjoining every one of them, under pain of being
treated as rebels, not fo defer the holy facrament
"of penance, and to prepare themfelves for receiv-
ing the hoft at Eafter: at the fame time the priefts
‘were ordered to give abfolution only to fuch as
fhould merit it. The catholic church, which had
before been empty, was now crowded: and the
priefts belonging to it, French, Germans, Italians,
and Poles, affumed their feats in their confeflionals.
Before every confeflional a box was fet up, into
which the penitent was obliged to throw a card,
containing his name, profeflion, and abode; and
every evening thefe cards were carried to the ems
peror. The perfon confeffed then received a ticket
of abfolution, figned by the prieft, which admitted
him to the communion. table. This ticket was
likewife a card of fecurity to him, which be gta-
duced, when requifite, before the police. “nwo-
Ss
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.keepers and houfekeepers were diretéd to fee ‘thefe
rorders carried into execution with: refpeét- to per-
fons lodging in their houfes, and to inform againft
fuch as did not frequent the churches, orwho
‘wore pantaloons, round hats, or lapelled waift-
coats. The fick were charitably inforined,  that
they might require the confeflor to attend them at
home; -and the poor, that.-the hoft thould be car-
ried to them gratis.

The reader may judge of the embarrafiment of
of moft of the French, who befere this had lived
in Ruffia as free as poffible with regard to religious
opinions, of which the government took no no-
tice. It was neceflary to fubmit; however. The
emigrants, who Were depifted to Paul as liber-
tines, were obliged to go to mafs in form, walking
two by two, between a double row of Ruffian
foldiers.

Such catholics as were in eafy circumftances
foon found means of obtaining tickets of abfolu-
tion, even without confefling. The priefls fold
them at firft for fifty rubles (5/.) then twenty-five
(2. 105.) and at laft difpofed of them for ten
rubles (1l.) apiece, agreeing to throw the cards
into the box themfelves into the bargain.

A fcene that paffed near this catholic church
deferves notice here. Paul caufed a fervice to be
elebrated in honour of the Duke of Werten-
berg, father of the emprefs, who had W died at
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Stutgard. As it was not in chara@&er for him to
be prefent at this mafs, he refolved to place him-
&If at the head of the grenadiers, who encompaf-
fed .the church, to maintain order. It was ex-
tremely cold, and his horfe, a native no doubt, of
a warmer climate, could not remain motionlefs.
Weary of bridling, wheeling, and making ufelefs
efforts to keep him ftill, he began to gallop through
the ftreet, paffing and repafling before the troops,
and a great crowd of people, whom the funeral cere-
mony, and the emperor’s attendance had attracted.
As Paul came galloping on, the crowd took off
their hats, and . bowed themfelves. A group af-
fembled .on the.green bridge, more than four
hundred paces from the fpot, at length put on
their hats, on: account of the coldnefs of the wea-
ther and the diftance.. Paul fpied it, and ordered
them immediately to be furrounded by troops, and
fent to the houfe. of correétion. There were fifty
or fixty perfons of various conditions: they who
were not nobles were whipped three. fucceflive
days, the nobles were degraded, and fuch as were
officers were turned into.the ranks as common
foldiers. Among them was a Genevefe of the
name of Martin, who bribed an.officer of. the
police to allow him to write to fome .friends at
court. In confequence he was fet at liberty,
but, indignant at the infult, he inftantly left Ruffia.

Some time after, Paul ordered the corpfe of the
unfortunate King of Poland to be interred in the
fame church. He came himfelf {0 examine e
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funeral decorations, and the preparations for the
ceremony, An upholfterer, employed on the oc-
cafion, was at the top of a ladder, dreffed in &
jacket and pantaloons to work more commodioufly.
Paul being informed he was a Frenchman, named
Leroux, ordered him to come down, and imme-
diately commanded him to be baftinadoed in the
" middle of the church-

Thefe are fome of the vexations to which fo-
reigners, Frenchman in particular, are expofed in
Ruffia, 1t is unqueftionable, that their fituation
has become ftill more deplorable fince Paul has
declared war againft France. What humiliations
and infults have they been forced to undergo
at the houfe of corre&ion in Peterfburg, as if it
were the flave prifon of Conftantinople!

But this is not the worft. Frenchmen, after
they have fuffered thefe evils, may in vain demand
an afylum even in their, own country. They will
be driven from it like the bird, feeking fhelter in
the tempeft beaten aok, which is forced away by
the agitated branches. Liberty herfelf is a cap-
tive, and infulted in France: fhe is Bradamante
fallen into the cave of Merlin.

Frenchmen coming from Ruflia are refuied per-
miflion to re-enter France, under pretence, that
they muft have taken an oath to renaunce their
country. Ah, Frenchmen! do you forget how
many contradi€tory oaths yourfelves have taken
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thhm the fpace of five or fix years? .Are thofe
which have been forced upon your unfortunate
.countrymen in foreign lands, alone to be religi-
oufly kept, at the very moment when you make
fport of yjolating. thofe which you yourfelves have
taken unanimoufly in the face of heaven and of
France? ‘At leaft confider the moment when this
oath was exated. It was when the head of Lewis
had juft fallen, and every monarch trembled for
his own;. when Leapold died, as report faid, by
'poufon and Guftavus, as was aflerted, by your
- affaffinating weapons*; when Marat and Roke-
fpierre bore fway. Judge of the dreadful alarm
fuch news muft produce in.Ruffia. The French
at Peterfburg fhut themfelves up in their houfes,
and were ,afrmdof being all maffacred, The leaft
they expefted was a general .profcription. I fay,
nowas I thought then, Catharine, even at that junc-
turedifplayed greatnefsand moderation. Bytheoath
fhe required, fhe placed the French under the pro-
te&ion of the government, and faved them from
the fury of the pcople. None of the allied powers,
though reputed lefs barbarous, adopted a meafure
fo humane, At the moment when the unfortu-
nate French were maflacred at Vienna, Naples,
and Rome, a brother of Marat appeared in fafety
at the court of Catharine.

* Atthe court of Ruffia it was afferted that the Jacobins had affaffinated Gufta.
vus, and poi(mied Leopold. It would bave been dangerous there to feem to doubt it.

I



Description of the Taurigue Palace,

And of the Frye which Princy Porsmxiv gave there 3o
CarraRINE IT*.

gl ) C——

THE Taurique palace was the place chofen by Prince Potem-
. kin for the fplendid entertainment which he gave his fo-
vereign, and which was confidered as a teftimony of gratitude
for the greatnefs to which fhe had raifed him. After the death
of this favorite, Catherine chofe it for her autumnal refidence.

The fagade of this building is compofed of an immenfe ce-
lonnade, fupporting a cupola. The entrance is into a grand
veftibule, communicating with the apartments on the right and
Yeft ; and at the farther end is a portico, leading to a fecond vef-
tibule of prodigious fize, receiving light from the top, and fur-
rounded at a great height by a gallery, intended for an orchef-
tra, and containing an organ. From this a double row of pil.
lars leads to the principal faloon, defigned for grand entertain-
ments. It is impoffible to defcribe the impreffion made by this
gigantic temple : it is more than a hundred paces long, wide in
proportion, and is furrounded by a double row of coloffal pillars,
between which, at mid-height, are boxes ornamented with fef-
toons elegantly fculptured, and lined with filk. From the vault-
ed roof are fufpended globes of glafs, which ferve as chandeliers,
and from which the light isinfinitely refle@ed by looking glafles,
placed at all the extremities of this vaft hall. It has neither

% As this palace has been frequently mentioned in the work, we have thought .
proper ta add the following detcription of it, and of the entertainment which
Fprince Potemkin gave there to his fovercign. It is taken from Storch’s ¢ Piture
of Peterfburg.”



+- Description of . the Taurique Palace. - 219

furniture, nor ornaments, except fome vafes of Carrara marble,
aftonifhing for their fize and the beanty of their workmanfhip,
placed at both ends of the faloon, which are rounded into femi-
circles, Near this faloon is the winter garden, feparated from
it only by the collonade. The vault of this vaft edifice is fupa
ported by pilafters in the form of palm-trees ; within the walls
- are tubes to condu& heat round the building ; and canals of
metal, filled with hot water, keep up .an uniform temperature
under this delightful parterre.

- The eye wanders with rapture over plants and thrubs of every
clime, refts with admiration on an antique buft, or views with
aftonithment the various fifhes of all hues in cryftal vafes. A
tranfparent obelifk reproduces to the eye, under a thoufand dif-
ferent tints, thefe wonders of art and nature; and a grotto,
hung with looking-glaffes, endlefsly reflets them. The deli-
cious temperature, the intoxicating odour of the flowers, and the
voluptious filence of this enchanting place, plunge the mind into
a pleafing reverie, and tranfport the imagination to the woods of
Italy. The illufion continues, till deftroyed by the afpet of all
the rudenefs and feverity of winter, when the enchanted eye
wanders out of the windows, and beholds the froft and fnow fura
rounding this magnificent garden. In the midft of this elyfium
rifes the majeftic ftatue of Catharine 11, in Perfian marble.

. On this theatre of his grandeur Potemkin agranged the prepa=
rations for the entertainment he gave his fovereign, before he
departed for the fouthern provinces, where death awaited him.
This favorite ftemed to have a fecret prefage of his approach-
ing end, and was defirous yet onee more to enjoy all the plen-
titude of her favour,

The preparations for this entertainment were immenfe, like
ceverything to which his imagination gave birth. He employed
artilts of all kinds for {everal months: more than a hundred per»
fons affembled daily, to prepare themfelves for the parts he had
deftined them to a®, and every rehearfal was a kind of feaft,
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At length the appointed day arrived to gratify the impatiencd
of the whole capital. Befides the emprefs and imperial family
prince Potemkin had invited all the court, the foreign minift >
the Ruffian nobility, and many individuals of the firlt ranks ’h

fociety. )
L 't

At fix in the evening the entertainment’ waf opened with &
maflted ball. When the carriage of the emprefs approached;

meat, drink, and clothes, of all kinds, were diftributed’in profus -’}

fion among the affembled populace. The emprefs entered t
veftibufe to the found of lively mufic, executed by upwardr
three hundred performers. Thence fhe repaired to the pr,‘ %

faloon, whither fhe was followed by the crowd ; and afce drd" h

platform, raifed for her in the centre of the falodh, and furroun‘-"
ed by tranfparent decorations, with appropriate mfcnptlons
The company arranged themfelves under the collonade, and in
the boxes; and then commenced the fecond a& of this extraordi.
nary fpe&acle.

The grand dnkes Alexander and Conftantine, at the head of
the flower of all the young perfons about the court, performed a
ballat. The dancers, male and female, were forty-eight in num-
ber, all' dreffed in white, with magnificent fcarfs, and covered
with jewels, eftimated to be worth above ten millions of rubleg
(a million fterling). The ballat was performed to fele& airs,
fuitable to the occafion, and interfperfed with fongs. The cele-
brated Lepic concluded it with a pas of his own compofing.

The company then removed to another faloon, adorned with
the richeft tapeftry the Gobelins could produce. In the centre
was an artificial clephant, covered with rubies and emeralds ;-
and his cornac was a Perlian richly clad. On his giving the fig-
nal, by ftriking on a bell, a curtain rofe, and a magnificent ftage
appeared at the end of the apartment. On it were performed
two ballats of a new kind, and a lively comedy, by which the
company were much. amufed, conluded the {fpe&acle. This was
followed by chorus finging, various dances, and an Afiatic pro-

R |
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for its diverfity of dreffes, all the people fub-
f the émprefs being reprefented in ite

vn open to the eager curiofity of the crowd,

:emed on f#c: the garden was covercd With
irrors innumerable, pyramids, and globes of
magic fpe&acle in all direGtions. A table
hundred covers ; and the feft of the guefis
i, THé tablé fervice was of goH and filver 5
ainties were férved in vellels of the grcateff
1ps overflowed with the moft goftly liquors ;
ivé chandeliers gave light to tbe table. Offi-
n gredt fumber, richly clothed, were cager,
lies of the guefts,

mrEfy v ciflom, fémizined: &l ':ﬂid.mgﬁt:

hér déphrture woulll check ¢5€ Huppinels of
hér favorite. WHher fli¢ withdiew, numerous bands of: ﬁngers
and harmonious mufic, made the vaulted roofs of the phlace re~
found with a hyMn to her honor.: At this fhe was fo'sioved, tlmq
fhe turrnied fowardd prince Potémkin to exprefs her fatisfadtion ;
Bi€, overpowéred by the featimént of what he'owéd his fovercign,
fell 2t her feéty ook lér hand; and watered it with tears. This
was the Hft finid it was in his power to teflify Kis gratitude to
the auguft anthor of his grandeur in  :Lis pluce, '
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ADDITIONA

Ox Kogs.

ON eccafion of the retreat of tl
the folloving anecdote, taken fron
tharine, - - 1in the public ps

¢ Korfakof, the cmp..[s's favn.

& was of a very ele~: 1t figu..; sat, pouCIRNE NEITNCT FWAS"
¢ ftanding nor knowledge, he was incapable as Zoritz of a- .

¢ nithing the influence of Potemkin. A fingle fa& will difplay
¢ his charad&er. As foon as he had obssiucd she paft of fyvo-
¢ rite, he conccived a ipan likc him ought of gourfe to have -
¢« library. Accordingly he fent for the moft celebrated buok

¢« feller in Peterfburg without delay, and informed him, that he
¢ wanted books for his houfe at Vafiltchikof, of which the em
& prefs had jult made him a prefent. The bookfeller afked what
¢ books he wanted. ¢ “ou underftand that better'than L,” an-
& {wered the favorite; ¢it is your bufinefs : but there muft he
¢ great books at bottom, and little ones at top : as they are 3t
¢ the emprefs’s.”

3.

‘We are far from difputing the truth of this anecdote, which
hasg been confirmed to us by feveral creditable perfons to whom
the bookfeller related the ftory at the time: but we muft inform’
our readers, that the newspapers, when they inferted it, con-,
founded the favorite Korfokof with another of the fame name,
who commanded the Ruffian army in Switzerland, General
Korfakof is 2 man of {enfe, and by no means deftitute of know-
jedge : he made the campaign in Flanders under prince Cobourg:
and well knows what a library is. .
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